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VENEZUELAN LOAN DESCRIBED AS ARAB COUP 


London 8 DAYS in English No 9, 6 Mar 82 p 


[Text ] 


VENEZULCLA ts one of the most trequent 
borrowers on the iniernational markets, 
both in its own name as a sovereign risk and 
through various public sector agencies 
authority to seek external 


1 


which have the 
funds 

Phe repubhes latest fund raising in tts 
own name is still in its early stages, but it 
appears that the mandate to arrange a 
jumbo loan. as the largest deals are gener- 
ally called. has gone to a group of Arab 
banks. These are. itas reported, the Arab 
Banking Corporation, Gulf International 
Bank. Kuwait Foreign Trading Contracting 
and Investment Company, Arab Latin 
American Bank (Arlabank) and Ubaf. 

The loan may be as much as $1 bn and will 
be in two tranches, the first of $S00m and 
the second for the remainder up to $500m. 
The size of the second tranche 1s uncertain 
because the lead banks are being asked to 
raise it on a “best efforts’ basis — tf the 
markets like the deal. and the lead banks 
can muster enough support for the transac- 
tion, then the full $S00m mav be possible. 

Phe terms of the loan may not have wide 
enough appeal. however. The proposed 
interest rate only Ss percent above Libor. 
Higher returns are ay ailable ain Latin 
Americ. mvVolving broadly comparable 
risks. and the same sort of marginal return 


cancasty be found on lending to the smaller 
OECD countmes where the level of politi- 
caband ceca Whe TISK QS cleanly lower 
Noveortheless. NVenesuchi is popular 
ATTIRE fnew hanks Ttoas. of course, a 
petrolouim cv\potting country, which stil 
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carries clout even though the price of oil 1s 
in decline. Its previous borrowings this year 
have performed fairly well in the markets, 
and there are reports that the immediately 
preceding borrowing of $500m may even be 
increased in size. The deal 1s likely to be 
completed sometime in March. 

In these circumstances it 1s quite a coup 
forthe five Arab banks to be entrusted with 
arranging such a large borrowing for such a 
prominent borrower. Whatever happens to 
the deal in the market — and there may be 
pressure to raise the interest rate slightly — 
it marks a significant step forward for Arab 
bunks involvement in Latin America. 

A number of other major Venezuelan 
borrowings are planned. Three of the Ven- 
ezualan public sector agencies — Fondur, 
Inaviand CVF — each hope to rarse at least 
$150m. It will be interesting to see whether 
Arab banks will be as prominent in these 
deals as they have been 1n such borrowings 
as the recent credit for Cemento Andino 
($76m for eight years with a return to the 
lenders of 1% per cent over the cost of 
funds, a loan that attracted a wide range of 
Arab banks). 

Arab banks’ interest in recent wecks has 
not been confined to Venezuelan borrow- 
ing proposals. Invitations from lead mana- 
gers to participate in loans for Brazilian 
borrowers have also beer under considera- 


non. 

On 16 February, Banco Valbras de Inves- 
timento signed a $40m borrowing in Paris at 
the offices of Credit Commercial de France. 
which has a large minority shareholding in 











the borrower, Among the Arab banks tak- 
ing part were the National Bank of Abu 
Dhabi. Arab Banking Corporation and 
Gulf International Bank. The deal was a 
popular one: originally it was planned to 
raise Only $30m. but the demand was sutfi- 
ciently strong tor the credit to be increased 
by $10m 

Brazil’s main attraction for banks in 
today's market conditions ts the relatively 
high yield available on credits. Banco Val- 
bras de Investimento 5 terms were tvprcal of 
recent Brazilian borrowings. Thes cailed 
for an interest rate of 2's per cent above 
Libor and a maturity of eight vears. In ada- 
tion, banks that lent $3m received a | per 
cent participation tee. 

The prevailing wisdom in the markets ts 
that Brazil's outstanding volume of debt ts 
dangerously high. Banks argue that the risk 
of delayed repayments — or even of default 
or other loss — is high, because Brazil's 
capacity to repay its existing debt out of its 
export earnings ts limited. High vields are 
needed. these banks argue, to compensate 
for the higher risk. Other banks contest this 
view. however, and predict that Brazil will 
be a major growth economy of the 1980s. 
For them, the temptation toextend credit at 
today's returns is well nigh irresistible. Vir- 
tually every Brazilian loan offers a vield of 
over 2 per cent 





ThreeArab banks — Arab Banking Cor- 
poration, Gulf International Bank and 
KFTCIC — have secured a mandate for one 
of the most recent deals, which they share 
with Banco do Estado de Sao Paolo. The 
borrowing is on behalf of the State of Sao 
Paolo and is for $100m over eight years 
carrying a return of 2's per cent. It carries 
the guarantee of Brazil, and will be syndi- 
cated among Arab banks alene. 

Indeed, it is hard to find a recent 
Brazilian loan in which Arab banks have 
not played a large part. Arab Banking Cor- 
poration, in particular, has appeared in 
most of the current credits. Superintendecia 
Nacional de Marinha Mercante is scheduled 
to sign a mixed financing package in Lon- 
don in March, which will have ABC as one 
of the lead managers. The package consists 
of a project line of credit, a buyer credit and 
a standard euroloan, together worth nearly 
$350m. 

ABC is also involved as a lead manager in 
two other Brazilian loans which will appear 
in the market in the next few weeks. Cia 
Energetica de Sao Paolo is currently raising 
$200m, again over eight years, with a return 
to lenders of 2" per cent over Libor. 

It also offers the option of a 17s percent 
return over US prime rate. Cia de Acos 
Especiats Itabira, astecl company, is raising 
$65m at the same interest rate with 
Citibank as the agent and ABC. Barclays. 
Eulabank, burobraz and Schroder Wage 
the other lead manayers 
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PERSIAN GULF AFFAIRS 


Paris AL-NAHAR AL-'ARABI WA AL-DUWALI in Arabic No 243,28 Dec 81 to 3 Jan 82 


[Article by 'Ali Hashim from Bahrain: "The Gulf: Conclusion of Defense Pacts 
Accelerated by Bahrain 'Coup'; Collective Suspension of Relations with 

sneran If Confirmed That All Countries of Cooperation Council Are Targets of 
ttempted Coup" | 


ils of the attempted coup in Bahrain have not been dis- 
closed in full to date, A new chapter of the story is brought up to light 
investigations currently conducted in the capital, 
Manamah, That started with the arrest of "a number of saboteurs," followed 
by accusing Teheran of being behind the operation, talking about "Islamic 

' and currently focusing on "a revolutionary operation" involving 

armed people from Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and Oman. While there were 
only one or two nationals from each of the last three countries, according to 


~ 


that which was publicly announced, there were 13 people from Saudi Arabia 


<r } . ' 
revolution, 


= 
v 
fay) 
is 
++ 
He) 


ister of interior, Shaykh Muhammad ibn Khalifa Al Khalifa, still 
remains the only source of information to date, However, in compliance with 
‘he principle of non-interference with judicial matters, he has disclosed 
nothing to the press apart from whatever news may be revealed about the 
investigation, primarily for his own safety and also in order to give no 
chance to escape to any suspect or participant in that operation who has not 
been arrested to date. 


Shaykh Muhammad is a young man from Bahrain, who--in addition to having been 
in the forces--is bound to secrecy and compliance with regulations, and he 
thoroughly behaves accordingly. 


r 


fe also is one of the people who are well acquainted with the situation and 
social conditions prevailing in Bahrain. He is familiar with its political 
problems and underground party activities, particularly those which preceded 




















ne independence, 10 years ago, or those which followed it, changing some 
of their concepts and ideologies, and Surfacing again after the Islamic 
i 


Bahrain has had a long story with parties, particularly the popular fronts, 
including the front whose name was changed from Front for the Liberation of 
Oman and the Arab Gulf to Front for the Liberation of Oman only, after the 
resilience subsequently shown by the regime of South Yemen when Mr 'Ali Nasir 
Muhammad became secretary general of the ruling party in Yemen, as well as 


president and prime minister, and made overtures to the Gulf countries, 


Bahrain went through a pérliamentary experiment, with the "constituen+ 
assembly" and then with the national council, both of which included a number 
of party elements, particularly from the left. The experiment ended with the 
dissolution of the council, the arrest of some members of the Opposition, and 
the disappearance of others, The enforcement of the constitution came to a 
S id the Parliamentary experiment was explored again and renewed in terms 
Of its positive and negative aspects. This is what was promised by the prime 
ini r, Sheykh Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa, on the occasion of the tenth 
anniversary of the independence, 


When the Islamic revolution started in Iran, the whole Guif area was deeply 
elated by it. The gulf states rejoiced about the revolution because they 
believed that they had been delivered from an authoritarian, racist and 

fascist regime. Bahrain itself had had more than one Single problem with 

that regime, since the latter not only frightened and threatened Bahrain more 
than the other countries of the Gulf area, but also claimed that Bahrain was 
Persian and belonged to it, and it had never relinquished its claims on it 
until the early seventies, after a referendum Supervised by the United Nations, 


However, the expectations of the Arab states of the Gulf area were not ful- 
filled in the least by the subsequent turn of events. These states had 
promptly extended a most cordial welcome to the new Iranian regime, recognized 
it officially, and established diplomatic exchanges with it, However, the 

new Iranian regime promptly assumed a completely dif‘:rent attitude, and 
actually undertook to reciprocate that warm welcome with more than that, with 
& complete take-over, by exporting its revolution and attacking all the 
regimes of the Gulf area, which it accused of being reactionary and enemies 

of Islam. The Gulf war made things worse. Provocations were directed against 
Saudi Arabia while Iranian pilgrims were there, When air bombing was launched 
against the 'Abdalli area in Kuwait, they once pretended that it was a mistake, 
and then claimed that the Americans and the Israelis were actually responsible 
for the bombing. Bahrain suffered more than any one else when Iran took 
advantage of manifestations conducted there by local people--for reasons 
involving sectarianism, livelihood and politics--and claimed that it was the 
living symbol of the manifestants, 
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ibn ‘Abd al-'Aziz Al Sa'ud, 
idi minister of interior, said after signing it with Shaykh Muhammad ibn 
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repeated, if Iranian interference is not put to an end, 
it itself has taken strict security measures. It is a known fact that 
it has suffered most fromthe reactions caused by the Gulf war, when its 


I ange, Iran na ntensified its Iranian campaign against what it called 
" ll countries of the Persian Gulf." Through its prime minister, 


at "the supply routes and ports which 
are under the control of Iran." The rulers of these countries were also 
1 orf treason by Iran, because they are Arabs and support an Arab state 
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foreign affairs, Mr Ali Akbar Velayati, announced that 
"his country has made it its duty to respect the rights of other countries, 
well as their sovereignty, unity and territories," he also attacked what 

ed "the spreading of subversive propaganda through the valets of 
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i rently happening and may still 
appen, will strengthen the brotherly bonds existing between the countries of 


area. The Cooperation Council wiil consolidate itself, and have another 
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ry] aahnrain, and have even given no hint that they might stand 
its side with reference to whatever it has been exposed to, 


Bilirain is looking forward to the completion of the investigations, along with 
ils a » so that it may directly convey that 
information in to the states of *he Cooperation Council, which have been 
exchanging information little by little up to now. To conclude, as they say, 
any subsequent event will be discussed, so that facts will come out in black 


and white, and every interested party will take the measures which may be con- 
idered adequate to preserve its interests and security. 
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SITUATION OF REBELS ON PAKISTAN BORDER DESCRIBED 
Rome IL TEMPO in Italian no 48,23 Feb 82 p 3 


(Article by Giorgio Torchia: "With the Guerrillas in Liberated 
Afghanistan" ] 


[Text] Soviet troops have abandoned a zone too 
difficult to hold and are now attempting to turn it 
into a no-man's land-—The terrible "butterflies" 
that create victims--chiefly women and children— 
A battle with helicopters that anticipates the 
spring offensive, 


Where does Pakistan end and Afghanistan begin? In this area, the frontier 
marked out by Sir Mortimer Durand in 1893 does not run along mountain 
tops, but cuts through the valleys. In 1905, the English built a small 
fort on their side of this conventional border, and today it still bears 
the inscription of the date it was built, carved in stone on the front 
gate. The "Kurram Riflemen,"’ twins of those from the nearby Khyber, 

are still where the British left them 35 years ago. The building that 
hosts them resembles the one used in the filming of "Gunga Din," water- 
carrier of the "Bengal Lancers."" There is an inner courtyard, ramparts 
with slits for shooting, walkways that pass over storerooms, and the 
troops’ quarters. The green and black flag of Pakistan flutters over 
the watch tower instead of the Union Jack. 


At first sight, time seems to have stopped here. But not so, Three 
kilometers away, across Durand's imaginary line, the frontier has, in 
reality, ceased to be a frontier. The fort built by the Afghans, a 
replica of the English fort, now sits in no-man's land. Lieutenant 
Jafar Guljon, commander of the Afghan concingent, shows us the situation 
from the ramparts, then hands us a pair of binoculars, The Afghan fort 
which seemed intact, is in reality, destroyed and lifeless, It's the 
same for a group of houses nearby. The "mujahedin" have wiped them out, 
he explains to us, after overrunning the outpost, 


Neither the Afghan troops nor the Soviet army have tried to win it back. 
In fact, almost the entire arc of territory between the provinces of 
Paktia and Nangahar which surrounds the Pakistani slope of the Kunar 

















Valley has been nearly abandoned by government and Russian forces. 
Maintaining these positions is an almost impossible task; thus the 

Soviets have for the most part retreated from front-line positions, 

opting instead for a burned-land policy. They start fires with airplanes 
and helicopters on anything that moves or shows signs of life. The civilian 
population and guerrillas are the same thing. Thus the attackers from 

the sky do not make distinctions. 


The majority of the Afghan population in the area, about 300,000 people, 
has sought refuge across the imaginary border, regrouping in 28 centers 
which have sprung up around Parachinar, main city of Kurram. Refugee 
camps or guerriila bases? The Russians maintain, with reason, that the 
Afghan men are simply “mujahedin," real or potential, and their families 
the support network for the insurrection, In November, with the clear 
intent ot sending a message to the Pakistani authorities, accused by 

the Kabul government of having transformed the Kurram heights into a 
front-line base for insurrection, they carried out a type of "right to 
chase" for the first time. In fact, a number of helicopters, formally 
belonging to the Afghan army, actually penetrated Pakistani air space 
and launched rockets and bombs on the refugee camps and on some frontier 
military outposts. Balance: 1 dead and 16 wounded, 8 of them children, 


This is only a warning of what can happen, for the Kurram heights represent 
the point of maximum penetration on the part of Pakistan into Afghan 
territory. The trails now used for guerrilla logistics go to Jalalabad, 
relatively close, and to Kabul itself, 


The Pakistani can do little or nothing to control this frontier, even 

if they wished to. Beyond the Karlachi fort and the other outposts set 

up at one time by the English on the mountain and hilltops, the guerrillas 
have made this territory their own. The remaining Afghan outposts are 

under seige, supplied only by helicopters. In reality, the journalists 

who are denied entry visas by the Kabul government enter freely into 
Afghanistan over the guerrilla paths. And in some places they can penetrate 
deeply into the interior of the country, for example, into the Panisher 

or Konar valleys, which are genuine liberated zones, administrated 

directly by the insurrectionists. 


Snow is the only real obstacle in this season. We have had direct 
experience with it. For one day we climbed up the hills in the frontier 
area with the “mujahedin,'' reaching the slopes of the Hindu Kush mountain 
chain, The passes are snow-covered now. The crossing takes place with 
great difficulty, slowly, and by night. It takes more than a month to 
reach and return from one of the liberated zones beyond the mountains, 

In this season. In spring, when the snow melts, the crossing is 
accessible, if no less tiring. 


In any case, the group of "mujahedin" we were associated with was ordered 
to go beyond the mountains and reach certain pre-established areas, For 
the most part, they were youths who had just completed a fast training 
course and had not yet had their baptism by fire. We were to return with 
a group which was leaving the operations zone to rest and reorganize, 














Abdel Sadiq, head of the group, warned us about what, in his opinion, was 
the chief danger of this quick incursion deep into Afghanistan: the 
"butterfly." The butterflies, in fact, are also mines--among the most 
terrible and deadly ever invented. Made of plastic, in the form of a 
butterfly, brown in color for perfect camouflage, thousands of them have 
been planted by the Soviets with airplanes and helicopters all along the 
route from Pakistan to Afghanistan, They are anti-personnel explosives 
which cause, even more than death, horrible mutilation. At the Peshawar 
hospital we saw women and children, victims of the butterflies of death. 
And in fact, the highest percentage of wounded and dead resulting from 
these mines is recorded in the civilian population. 


The "butterfly nightmare" was with us for the entire crossing. Going and 
coming back. We were lucky. 


The meeting place with the group coming from the opposite direction was 

in a little house not fac from a village named Alik Hel. Here, under the 
protection of natural caves, the guerrillas have created a type of logistic 
and distribution center. But the Soviets must know about it, even if 

they have difficulty localizing it. And in fact, the next day, after 
spending the night outdoors in the freezing cold, "Ivan" appears. 


The sharp shots of the Kalashinkov give the signal for a concert of rifle 
shots which have psychological rather than strategic effects. The noise 
of light automatic weapons increases from the ridges. But where is the 
enemy? Sadiq hands us a pair of binoculars. About 10 helicopters buzz 
far away on the opposite side of the valley. At a distance, the shots of 
the machine guns on board and the rockets that explode on the rocks can 
be barely made out. And on land, under the flying machines, there are 
quite a few who quickly blend in with the terrain. 

Hidden among the rocks, a "dacka," a Soviet made automatic anti-aircraft 
gun used by the "mujahedin," directs the shooting against the helicopters, 
But the Soviets do not seem bent on pushing further. Sadiq says laughing, 
"They won't arrive here. They can't, and they don't even want to. They've 
come for what they call a search and localization operation. That is, they 
want to know exactly where we are and test our reactive ability. In this 
season," and he points to the snow-capped peaks glittering in the sun, 
"they wouldn't dare try a serious attack, The appointment is for spring, 
and we're ready to wait for them,” 


At the words of Sadiq, a young, bearded, 26-year-old guerrilla who left 

the university to join the rebellion, a scream echoes which nearly drowns 
out the beat-beat of the automatic weapons and the thumping of the "dacka": 
"Ajlah or Akabar."' "God is great" cries a powerful voice from a crevice 

in the rocks, and analogous invocations of the other "majahedin" echo it, 
amplified down from the valleys. Aside from a storm of bullets, on this 
occasion probably for the most part ineffectual, a wave of insults is hurled 
upon the Soviets. At every shout of "Allah or Akabar" a reference 
concerning the parentage of Brezhnev follows, stated in uncomplimentary 
fashion, as well as an entire series of insults that Sadiq translates with 
difficulty. 
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[It is difficult to localize with exactness the beginning of this war. The 
revolt really began in 1973 against Daoud, the “red prince," and therefore, 
seven years before the Soviets decided on direct intervention. But the 

end is far away. Very far away. 


Looking at the men who surround us with clothes, turbans and beards that 
seem to be part of an adventure film; facing us with this semi-desert land 
spotted with sharp hills and broken by huge mountains, where the intense 
cold changes to suffocating heat, we realize that here, too, there is no 
military solution. Irony of history or destiny, the Soviets came unpre- 
pared to a date with war whose techniques, they themselves had paradoxically 
codified, exaulting in the damage to Western armies. The "Ivans" are 

dying of guerrilla warfare. Just like the Americans, the French, the 
English, the Dutch, the Portuguese. And like them, they can't seem to 

find an appropriate answer. 


The last imperial burden of old Europe has ended up on the shoulders of 
the Russians. Sixty years after the October revolution, the Soviet army 
has again become the army of the Tzar. 


9941 
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SECOND PHASE OF LAND REFORM DISCUSSED 
1D190750 Kabul BAKHTAR in English 0429 GMT 19 Mar 82 


[Text] Kabul, 18 Mar (BAKHTAR)--The political observer of Bakhtar News Agency 
writes: 


The April revolution in Afghanistan, accomplished under the leadership of the 
PDPA, the vanguard of the working class and all working people, is a national 
democratic revolution by its nature and from the point of view of its tasks. 

On the one hand this revolution is anti-imperialist and reflects the national 
characteristics of the peoples, nationalities and tribes of Afghanistan and on 
the other hand it is anti-feudal. The implementation of democratic land reforms 
in the interests and with the participation of peasants is one of the major 
tasks of revolution. 


The PDPA from its very inception and from the days when its first constitution 
was being drafted considered the carrying out of land reforms an urgent task 
of the national democratic government which would liberate the peasants from 
the bondage of feudals and big land owners. It was because the PDPA was fully 
convinced that one factor which together with other socio-economic factors 
obstructed the growth, progress and development of the country was the exis- 


tence of feudal and semi-feudal relations. 


[The report of the Central Committee of the PDPA to the countrywide party con- 
ference, presented by Babrak Karmal, general secretary of PDPA CC and the 
president of the revolutionary council of the DRA, formulating the tasks of the 
revolution says: 


"Our revolution sets to itself the following general democratic tasks: the 
elimination of all feudal and prefeudal vestiges, restriction of land holdings 
of big land owners, and distribution of land to the landless peasants, those 
with small holdings and to agricultural workers. [Quote mark as received] 


(he PDPA in its land policy proceeds from the conclusion that it is only 
through the elimination of feudal system that the wide prospects can be opened 
and use made of great possibilities existing in this regard. 


The April revolution was the shattering blow which shook the basis of feudal 
and pre-feudal systems strengthened the peasant movement. 














The beginning of the first phase cf democratic land reforms in spite of some 
deviations in its implementation and a few shortcomings opened a new chapter 

in the peasants movement and as a result 1,198,08 [as received] hectares of 

land were distributed among the landless peasants and those with small holdings. 


After the victory of the new revolutionary phase of April revolution, the second 
phase of the democratic and just land reforms was begun. This time account was 
taken of all the mistakes of the first phase of the land reforms, the concrete 
conditions of the country and objective realities of the society. Operational 
groups started their work successfully in some provinces. 


[In addition to other necessary steps taken by the revolutionary government 
measures were taken to develop various kinds of agricultural cooperatives for 
production, provision of technical services and marketing of agricultural 
produce. 


The land reforms can be fruitful and beneficial when the peasants voluntarily 
participate in and organize in cooperatives without coercion and intimidation 
which unfortunately were used in the first phase of the land reforms. 


In the report of the PDPA CC to the conference it was noted: 


"In the implementation of this policy the principle of membership in the 
cooperative being voluntary will be emphatically observed and in no case will 
coercion the [as received] allowed. 


The Life and experience of peasants themselves will teach them that their 
interests would be better and fuller ensured in the cooperatives than in the 
case of working alone and outside of the cooperatives. Nobody will decline 
the possibility of living in a better way and this possibility is made avail- 
able to the peasants in the cooperatives." 


With the implementation of the second phase of the land reforms the peasants 
will take a more conscious and more active part in the work in agricultural 
sector and together with their closest ally, the working class will perform 
their historical mission and the construction of the prosperous and developed 
Afghanistan. 


CSO: 4600/368 
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REGIME ANNOUNCES GAINS IN SOCIAL INITIATIVES 


Minority Language Instruction 


Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 14 Mar 82 p 1 


(Text] 


KABUL, March i4 (Ba- 
khtar).—In pursuance with 
the declaration of the Re 
volutionary Council of the 
DRA for the dem ucratizati- 
on of education in the coun- 
try, the Ministry of Educa- 
tion has decided to provide 
primary education for the 
children of Uzbek and Turk- 


AFGHANISTAN 


men nationalities in their 


mother tongues. 


The first year 


education 


in Uzbek and Turkmen la- 
nguages will begin in two 
Kabul schools in the acad- 


emic year 136] 


(beginning 


March 21, 1982). 


Voluntary Work in Qandahar 


Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 11 Mar 82 p 1 


Text] 

KABUL, March 1] (Ba- the Democratic 
khtar)—The toiling Kan- of Afghanistan: 
dahar citizens, welcoming 


Republic 
Death to 
the enemies of the people 


Death 





of the People’s Democratic 
Party of Afghanistan voic 
ed their support for the pe 
ple, party and their revolu- 
tionary government, by or- 
ganising voluntary and fr- 
iendly work yesterday. 


The participants of the 
great voluntary work mar- 
ched in the streets of Kan- 
dahar city and shouted slo 
gans of “Victory to the 
PDPA: Long live the people 
of Afghanistan; Dignity to 


to the servants and lackeys 
of imperialism” before they 
started their work 


Dr. Saleh Mohammad 
Zeary, member of the Po 
litburo and secretary of the 
PDPA CC and Chairman of 
the NFF, Engineer Nazar 
Mohammad, Minister of Pu- 
blic Works, Dr. Fagir Mo- 
hammad Yaqoubi, Minister 
of Bducatio:., the acting ch 
airman of the south zone, 
secretary of the provincial 
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committee, the Governor 
and the commander of Ka- 
ndahar army headed tke 
march. 


The thousands of march- 
ers rallied at downtown Ka- 
nuahar. After a few verses 
from the holy Koran were 
recited, the gathering was 
addressed by Dr Zeary on 
the importance of volunta- 
ry and collective works. . 
He said, “by the mercy of 
Almighty God and relying 
on the potential force of 
you heroic people, inspite of 
the subversive acts by the 











agents of US impenalism, 
we will build our country. 
Theresis no force in the wo- 
rid to keep us from build- 
ing of an advanced and blo 
ssoming society’, he added. 


Dr Zeary added, ‘“Volun- 
tary and collective work is 
one of the cherished cus- 
toms and traditions of our 
devout Muslim people. To- 
day. in consonance with this 


tradition. too, we observe 
that the elders. women, 
vouth. workers, farmers 


and all the courageous peo- 
ple of Kandahar city have 
resolved with love for the 
country and the people. to 
clean the parts of the city 
that had been destroved or 
littered bv the enemies of 
Islam. 

Then, incharge of the re 
volution soldiers group in 
Kandahar shed light on the 


work programme. The par- 
ticipants immediately got 
engaged in their respective 
work in various quarters of 
the city. 

In this voluntary work 
which was organised and 
named “the friendship and 
mutual cooperation day” by 
the revolution soldiers of 
Kabul city party organisat- 
on in Kandahar, in addition 
to a large number of Kan- 
dahar city citizens including 
workers, farmers, craftsm- 
en and toilers, members of 
the provincial committee, 
the youth and women dem- 
ocratic organisations, the 
trade unions, the 
and officers of the Armed 
Forces, took part. 

The participants worked 
in four districts of Kanda- 
har city and macadamised 
1.5 kilometres, of aity streets 
and clean d_ ditches and 
streets of the city and the 


Islamic Affairs 


soldiers © 


grounds of the mosque of 
the holy Kharqa, Ahmad 
Shahi mosque and _ other 
parts of Kandahar city. 


At the end of the collec- 
tive work, ‘which lasted 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., over 
1500 deserving Kandahar 
citizens were given food- 
stuffs and clothings  inclu- 
ding ghee, sugar, flour, bl- 
ankets, shoes, clothings, 
pens and notebooks. 


Likewise the ‘imaman’ 
and preachers of 60 mosq- 
ues in Kandahar city were 
given cash gifts. 

Dr Zeary returned to Ka- 
bul yesterday afternoon. 

Similarly Public Works 
and Education Ministers 
who had gone to Kandahar 
at the head of separate de- 
legations returned to Kabul 
yesterday afternoon. 
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[Text] 





KABUL. March 13 (Ba- 
khtar).— In a meeting of 
the Supreme Council of the 
Ulama and Clergy of the 
islamic Affairs Department 
ot the Democratic Repub- 
lic of Afghanistan, held 
it Hotel Inter-continental 
jast Thursday, the current 
year's activities of the de- 
partment was assessed. 

The meeting was atten- 
ded by Abdul Wahab Safi, 
Justice Minister and Attor- 
ney General, Prof Dr Eb 
rahim Azim, Public Health 
\linister. members of the 
Supreme Council of Ulama 
ind Clergymen of the Isla- 
mic Affairs Department and 
a number of the country’s 
ulama and clergymen. 





The meeting started with 
the recitation of a few ver- 
ses from the holy Koran 
and the playing of the DRA 
national anthem. Then, the 
fundamental statement was 
read by Dr Saeed Afghani, 
president of the Islamic Af- 
fairs Department. 


The fundamental statem- 
ent explains the duties of 
the ulama and clergymen in 
the present conditions of 
the country and_ notes, 
“Babrak Karmal, General 
Secretary of the PDPA CC 
and President of the DRA 
RC. stated in his speech of 
Saratan 9, 1359 HS. (July 
30. 1980), ‘You the es- 
teemed ulama and clergy- 
men. who are the rightful 
heirs of the great prophet, 


enjoy the high esteem and 
sincere respect of the peo 
ple, state and particularly 
mine. However, you. with 
regards to your sacred duty 
which is to lead the people 
to peace and prosperity, to 
righteousness and brother- 
hood and to virtue and pie- 
ty have obligations and res- 
ponsibilities before the peo- 
ple which may be discharg- 
ed, at times, in a simple, 
ordinary and peaceful ma- 
mner and at times, be com- 
pounded with hardships, dit- 
ficulties because hindrance 
for human beings against 
human beings hide in trenc- 
hes to stop them from ach- 
jeving well-being and pros 
perity and achieving what 
makes God content and 








rendering services to the 
people.”’. 

he statement adds, “We 
the ulama and clergymen of 
the DRA Islamic Affairs 
Department consider our- 
selves patriotic son of the 
country. With God's assis- 
tance the aic of the party 
and revolutionary  govern- 
inent and the attention of 
our people serve the belo- 
ved country and our peo 
ple in accordance with the 
principles of the holy reli- 
gion of Islam through un- 
derstanding and peaceful! 
means. We want our peo- 
ple’s well-being and confi- 
dence and those of the wh- 
ole mankind. We want to 
continue our good offices 
to put an end to the tense 
situation prevailing in the 
region and the world thro 
ugh the correct analysis of 
the situation and scholarly 
and feasible reasoning and 
will pay serious attention 
to our duties and responsi- 
bilities upto the last mo- 
ment of life.” 


An another part of the 
speech it has been mentio- 
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ned, “We, the ulama and 
clergymen of the Islamic 
Affairs Department are ag- 
ainst the provocative acti- 
Ons of imperialism in the 
region and the world and 
demand that the undeclar- 
ed war against Afghanistan 
be stopped.” | 
The report of activities in 
1360 H.S. and the depart- 


ment’s plan for 1361 HS. 
were read. | 


Sayed Mohammad Shah 
Twakali, vice president of 
the Islamic Affairs Depart- 
ment, Mawlawi Mohammad 
Hashem Kamawal. Sheikh 
Nattag, Mawlawi Abdul Sh- 
akoor Mowahed, members 
of the Supreme Council 
and Maj Rahmuddin, rep- 
resenting the Armed Forces 
ulama and clergymen, ad- 
dressed the meeting in sup 
port of the fundamental 
statement. 


The message of the supr 
eme council addressed to all 
the Moslems of the country 
and the world was read by 
Mawlawi Mohammad  Sa- 
lem and the resolution of 
the meeting was read. by 
Mawlawi Mustafa. 


PDPA Conference 


The resolution adopted 
at the meeting considered 
the activities of the party 
and the state of the DRA 
in the new phase of the Sa- 
ur Revolution to be in acc- 
ord with the principlés of 
Islam and the people's ftra- 
ditions, and appreciated the 
measures taken by the par- 
ty and the state especially 
the good attention paid to 
the scholars, religious fig- 
ures and holy places. 


“We, scholars and religi- 
ous figures of Afghanistan 
condemn the criminal, sub- 
versive and inhuman acts 
of the homicides and urge 
al} our compatmots not to 
be deceived by the enemies 
of the country’, says the 
resolution. 


The resolution warns im- 
perialism ‘not to interfere 
in the internal affairs of Af- 
ghanistan and not te create 


the factor of war in the re- 
gion and the world”. 

At the close of the mee 
ting, gifts were given to 
the participating ulama and 
clergymen by the Islamic 
Affairs Department. 














[Text] 


The Peoples Democra- 
tic Party of Afghanist- 
an (PDPA) by conven- 
ing its countrywide co- 
nference, to which the 
party representatives 
were elected in a comr- 
adely and fraternal  at- 
mosphere, is a significant 
historical event, opening 
new horizons in the fu- 
ture evolutionary process 
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of the April Revolution 
and is indicative of the 
fact that it is sincerely 
and firmly at the service 
of toiling masses of the 
society. 


The democratic and reli- 
able process of party el- 
ettions showed that now 
in the new and evolut- 
ionary phase of the g)- 














orious and irreversible 
April Revolution. the 
party, under the leader- 
ship of esteemed Babrak 
Karmal, General Secre- 
tary of PDPA CC. en- 
jovs enormous power 
and its ranks are inc- 
reasingly consolidated 
and expanded. To- 
day, the party is reached 
to such a growth and 
political and organisat- 
ional stability, that it ts 
able to convene, victor- 
iousiv and successfully, 
the countrywide conf- 
erence to decide and de- 
termine the way for ach- 
ieving speedy develop- 
ment of our society. 


At a glance at the achiev- 
ements scored during 
this short span of revo- 
lutionary period, espec- 
iallv during its new 
and evolutionary  pha- 
se, one can clearly see 
that the PDPA has co- 
nstantly grown and dev- 
eloped. Its ranks are ex- 
panded, and its unity 
and cohesion is consoll- 

dated. The wide-scale me- 
asures taken bv the par- 
ty towards socio-econo- 
nic transtormations to 
the interest of toiling 
people of revolutionary 
Afghanistan, has enab- 
led it to deeply root 
among the masses, am- 
ong the people, worke- 
rs, peasants, craftsmen 
and intellectuals in the 
society and the confid- 
ence and ties of the pe- 
ople with the party is 
further strengthened. 


The countrywide confere- 
nee. as a great historical 
event in the life of our 
people and our society, 
is warmly welcomed by 
the toiling and patriotic 
people of this countrv. 


The convocation of this 
conference while consi- 
dered as a great politi- 
cal victory for our revo- 
lutionary party and g0- 
vernment, during which 
the important document 
that is the ‘programme of 
action’ will be approved. 
determining the direc- 
tion of partv activities 
for long vears to come, 
will also serve as dv- 
namic force in raising 
productions in the ind- 
ustrial plants. on the 
farms, in the social or- 


ganisations and will prov- 
ide the grounds for re- 
ndering more soical se- 


rvices in all fields. 
The voluntary and collect- 


ive works, commitme- 
nt of skilled and exper- 
ienced workers to aug- 
ment productions and 
agricultural produce 
and impart their know- 
how to other workers, 
are among the import- 
ant and constructive ou- 
tcomes of the party co- 
untrywide conference 
already noticeable in ma- 
ny productive plants in 
the country. 


The conference has entr- 


usted heavy and = grave 
duties to each party 
member, each govern- 
ment emplovee and ea- 
ch of our compatriot. 
The conterence calls on 
each otf them to work 
hard ana with peresev- 
erance, with extra care 
and sense of responsibi- 
ity, revoluuOndly ospli- 
it and zeal towards con- 
struction of the count- 
ry, in building a new so- 
ciety thus helping the pa- 
rty to fulfill its tasks with 
success. 


It ought to be noted that 


our toiling people, under 
the PDPA, have commi- 
tted themselves to work 


sincerely in achieving 
this end and _ refrain 
from no sacnfice, de 
votion, and dedicat- 
ion towards implement- 
ation of the humane ob- 
jectives of the party 
and government. We 
are contident that in 
the light of solidarity 
and untiring efforts we 
will soon build our ev- 
er-blossoming countrv. 


The world-devouring US 


imperialism, who has 
unleashed an undeclared 
war against revolution- 
ary Afghanistan, now 
is witness to increasing 
solidarity of our people 
with the PDPA. They 
see that the PDPA co- 
untrywide conference is 
attended by party me- 
mbers from all over the 
countrv. They should 
know that the national 
and democratic  revol- 
ution of Afghanistan is 
irreversible, because 
the people of this coun- 
ty see their sa!vation, 
prosperitv under the 
PDPA, the vanguard of 
the working class and 
all toiling people of 
the country. 


We firmly and candidlv 


declare that as we were 
able to convene. succe- 
ssfulv. our partv’s cou- 
ntrywide conference in 
Kabul, with the partici- 


-pation of representativ- 


es from all over the cc- 
untrv, in the same ma- 
nner will translate in- 
to practice the noble 
and humane _— aspiratwns 
of our revolution, bec- 
ause these aspirations 
are our people's aspir 
ations which are compi- 
table with the = object- 
ive and subjective con- 
ditions of our society 
and reauirements and 
needs of our time. 











Education of Women 
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[Text] 


Following the new phase 
of the Saur Revolution, the 
People’s Democratic Party 
of Afghanistan has taken 
important measures in 
improving the work - 
ing conditions for  con- 
scious and tmling women 
and encourage them to take 
greater part in constructi 
on of the country. The Wo- 
men’s Democratic Organi- 
sation of Afghamistan, as 
a militant vanguard of toil- 
ing women in the coeuntry. 
during |7 vears since its in- 
ception, filled with untinng 
and broad struggles, has 
unreservedly supported the 
lofty position of women and 
has demonstrated commen- 
dable bravery and heroism 
under the PDPA, in detfen- 
ding the peace, freedom. 
democracy and social pro- 
gress. 

The above was stated bv 
Noor Jahan Habib, _ princs- 
pal of Zarghona _highsch- 
oo], during an interview wi- 
th the reporter of the Ka- 
bul New Times 

Further expounding on 
participation of Afghan wo- 
men in social, economic and 
cultural activities, Noor 
Jahan Habib added: The 
history of WDOA is full of 
heroic struggies of its mem- 
bers. This organtsation was 
established to defend the 
interests of the Afghan wo- 
men and free them from 
hosts of depmvations and 
miseries. Years following 
the 1965 was years of trial 
and experiences. years of 
organised arid democratic 
Struggles. 
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At the initiative of the 
leader of the woman’s mo- 
vement and prominent po 
litical leader of the country, 
Dr Anahita Ratebzad, the 
formation of the WDOA, 
1965 was a valuable and 
useful step in ensuring the 
rights of the women in the 
country. 

The WDOA is the active 
member of the Women’s In- 
ternational Federation, wh- 
ose constructive work and 
struggle in more than 15 
years has been full of var- 
ious difficulties, playing an 
outstanding role at the na- 
tional and international le- 
vel. The reputation enjoy- 
ed today by the WDOA is 


the outcome of untiring wo- 
rk and struggle of its mull- 
tant members in the course 
of more than 16 years. 

“We remember when the 
representatives connected — 
to the then ruling monarch- 
ical government, hatched 
q plot against the PDPA 
members at the then pat- 
liament. The WDOA mem- 
bers took part, widely, in 
the demonstrations of _De- 
cember 1966 staged to pro 
test and condemn the sha- 
meless actions of the then 
government. 

The broad participation 
of WDOA in May 1 dem- 
onstration in 1968, the ini- 
tiative of WDOA in marking 
the “March 8” in 1967 for 
the first time in the country. 
and approval of the Char- 
ter of WDOA and its pub 
lication in the organ of PD- 
PA. have all played an eff- 














C 


S 
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ective role in awakening 
and organising the women. 
Participation in demons- 


trations, marches, meetings 


and protesting the reaction 
ary laws at the universities 
prior to the Saur_ Revolu- 
tion, yearly participation in 
the demonstration of ‘Aqrzb 
3’ as well as other protest 
demonstrations against the 
plots and terror of the black 
reaction against the freed- 
om of women, and the grand 
meeting on “March 8” in 
Zarnigar Park in 1972. 

raising the question of me 
mbership of the WDOA in 
the Women's Interna- 
tional Democratic Fe- 
deration and tens of oth- 
er issues, are manifestation 
of the prominent role play- 
ed by the WDOA in taking 

part in the women’s interna- 
tional movement. 

Following the new phase 
of the revolution important 
steps have taken towards 
ensuring better living con- 
ditions for women and _ ch- 
ildren, foremost among th- 
em are establishment of a 
central club for women in 
Kabul and similar organi<a- 
tions in che provinces. The 
establishment of ‘Watan Pa- 
rwareshga’ (nursery) is 
another significant step 
taken after the Jaddi 6 to 
help the orphans and those 


4600/363 
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children who are without 
cares and parents. 

The WDOA is an active 
member of the National 
Fatherland Front. The WD- 
OA enjoys unprecedented 
Support among the women 
in the country, thus the 
NFF can rely on support 
and backing of half popu- 
lation of the country. 

In the course of eventful 
history of the country the 
women have fought, along 
with men, against tyranny. 
and despotism and this he- 
roism and bravery is. well 
proven following the Saur 
Revolution when women ha- 
ve risen up to valorously fi- 
ght all difficulties and ob- 
stacles hindering their de 
velopment and _ progress. 
Today the women are fight- 
ing, fearlessly. against the 
factors responsible for eco- 
nomic and cultural = back- 
wardness, ignorance and 
illiteracy. 

The role of women are pr- 
ominent in small and big 
productive plants, in the sc- 
hools, and other social _ or- 
ganisations. The women 
are fighting the enemies and 
lackeys of reaction and im- 
perialism. They are helping 
in establishing literacy cour- 
ses and they finally expla- 
in, wherever they go. the 
humane objectives of the 
Saur Revolution. 

















ECONOMIC PROGRESS HAILED IN VARIOUS SECTORS 


Land Reforms 
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Realizing the importance 
of the fact that the ma- 
jority of the population 
cf Afghanistan are eng- 
aged in farming and 
live-stock breeding, the 
People’s Democratic 
Party of Afghanistan, 
vanguard of the work- 
ing class and all toilers 
of the country, and the 
Government of the De 
mocratic Republic of 
Afghanistan pay cons- 
iderable attention in 
implementation of Just 
and democratic land 
reforms in Afghanist- 
an 

Replacing the old feudal 
and pre-feudal relations 
n production to new, 
just, progressive and de- 
mocratic ones, and the ru- 
dimentary agricultural 
implements and tools to 
2 modern machinery, 
are among the priorities 
of the revolutionary go 
vernment in the field of 
agriculture, so that our 
peasants—the producers 
of material wealth—with 


— 


Al . 2 P M Se 
Continuation of Democratic Land Reforms''] 


full confidence to a blo- 
ssoming future take ac- 
tive part in boosting pr- 
oduction, Therefore, du- 
ring the new and evoiu- 
tionary phase of the gl- 
orious Saur Revolution 
emphasis has been laid 
on implementation of 
the democratic land 
reforms with due consi- 
deration to the tradit- 
ions and religious prac- 
tices of the people and 
the characterestics and 
specific feature of every 
region and better utili- 
zation of the land and 
irrigation water for ma- 
intaining a stable dem- 
ocratic order in the ru- 
ral areas for developm- 
ent of agriculture and 
live-stock breeding. 


Emphasize has also been 
laid on formation of co- 
ordination committees 


for implementation of 
the democratic land 
reforms as well as irri- 
gation water, 

ionary peasants’ 


revolut- 
comm- 


AFGHANISTAN 














ittees and the publicity 
commissions to publici- 
ze the objectives of the 
democratic land refor- 
ms in the provinces 
where the committees 
have not been establis- 
hed so far. 

Now the People’s Dem- 
ocratic Party of Afgh- 
anistan and the DRA 
Government render pe- 
rsistent efforts so that 
tne errors of the first 
Stage of the land reforms 
programme in the  co- 
unty should be avoid- 
ed and rectified and 
the problems among the 
peasants and land ho- 
Iders in distribution of 
irrigation water should 
be settled in a just and 
democratic manner. 


Further organising of 
the peasants, ensuring 
of active participation 
of the peasants in imp- 
lementation of the de- 
mocratic land reforms 
programme and expans- 
ion and development of 
cooperative movement 
have been considered as 
major factors in the pr- 
esent stage of the land 
reforms. 


Moreover the distribution 
of the land ownership 
documents for the peas- 
ants and the land hold- 
ers is also envisaged in 
the present stage of the 
democratic land jrefor) 
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ms so that our diligent 
farmers work on their 
land with full confide- 
nee for a blossoming 
and prosperous future. 


Now, our farmers see in 


practice that every fac- 
ilities are being provi- 
ded for them by _ their 
revolutionary and po- 
pular government. It 
has been time and aga- 
in stressed by the high 
party authorities and 
the government that 
necessary assistance 
should be offered to the 
farmers who have been 
Organised in the coope- 
ratives or other  indiv- 
idual farmers. Attemp- 
ts are being made by 
the concerned organs so 
that chemical fertiliser, 
improved seeds,  pesti- 
cides and_ insecticides 
and agricultural tools, 
machinery and its sp- 
are parts should be pr- 
ovided to farmers un- 
der easy terms in 
rural areas allover the 
country so that the ag- 
ricultural products are 
augmented to meet the 
domestic needs. 


We can say with full con- 


findence that by joint 
efforts of the people, 
party and government 
our lafty aspirations 
for building a prospero- 
us and flourishing  soc- 
iety will be realised in 
a short time. | 











Export Products 
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(Article by Sayed Murtaza] 


[Text] 


Market opportunities 
are based on demand and 
supply studies. In order to 
highlight the market  ap- 
portunities for a number 
of domestic products’ of 


export and a number of 
commodities of import 
interest to Afghanistan, 


demand and supply stud- 
ies were made by the 
concerned onganizations 
of the Democratic 
ublic of Afghanistan, in 
order to assess the results 


of the studies based on 
research and field inves- 
tigations and provide the 


principle objective and co- 
mprehensive information 
on the market opportunit- 
ies. 


The domestic products 
include all types of prod- 
ucts classified in national 
Statistics to agricultural, 
mining and industrial 
(private and  governme- 
nt) sectors commodities. 
On the basis of the analy- 
sis of export volume and 
value and their rate of 
expansion estimate of si- 
ze of market was already 
done. It shows domestic 
production with a higher 
capacity is very hopeful 
not only for the present, 
but also for the future. 
However, the studies and 
experiments made so far 
indicate that significant 
production in both priv- 
ate and government sec- 
tors seem to be economi- 
cally feasible in Afghan- 
istan. 


According to the rule 


Rep- 


and regulations of com- 
mercial activities in Afg- 
hanistan, domestic prod- 
uction can be exported to 
anywhere. The sources 
can be divided into two 
main categories as devel- 
oped and developing  co- 
untries. The developing 
countries are the main 
sources of Afghanistan’s 
production purchases. Th- 
€se countries include In- 
dia, Sri Lanka, Bangla- 
desh, Singapore. Arab and 
other Asian countries, Ne- 
xt, are the developed cou- 
ntries where the Afghan 
commodities are export- 
ed. The total volume and 
value of exports to these 
countries are respectively 
to Jannn. USA, USSR, Un- 
ited Kingdom, etc. In co- 


ntract. the volume and 
value of exports to 
the United States 


has been declining during 
the three years. The dec- 
line as compared to prev: 
ious years is in lower pver- 
centage. Private sector 
exvorters export finished 


and semi-finished comm- 
odities through market 
arrangements and some 
trade agreements, along 
with competition with 
foreign producers and 


exvorters. These have act- 
ually been traditionally on 
the basis of trade betwe- 
en the two countries. 


Afghan exporters have 


got acquaintance with 
the foreign market by rel- 
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atively favourable proce- 
dures and transport fac- 
ilities. Demand for Af- 
ghanistan’s commodities 
have been increasing in 
the foreign markets. Not 
only as consumer goods, 
but as a traditional type 
of commodities exchang- 
es. It plays a significant 
role in export promotion 
_and in government reve- 
nues, creation of employ- 


ment opportunities and 
in the national economy. 


The exports over a longer 
period, seems that relati- 


ve increase in income, su- 
bstitution of imports for 
other products, have be- 


en among the major fact- 
ors affecting the demand 
for Afghan products and 
the upward trend of exp- 
orts for longer period is 
an indicator of increase 
in foreign market oppo- 
rtunities. Potential mar- 
ket opportunities are lik- 
ely to exist in the near 
future, based on the dev- 
elopment plans and prog- 
rammes. 

Afghan carpets and ru- 
gs are famous for its du- 
ration and nice . colours 
Karakul skin is also fam- 
ous in the world among 
Afghan commodities. It is 
produced in the north of 
the countrv. A great deal 
of these commodities  su- 
ch as agricultural, anim- 
al, industrial and mining 
products from sectors, pl- 
aces and different centers 
of the country are expor- 
ted to foreign markets in 
the world. 











Shoe Production 
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[Text] 


“The production of the 
Aho shoe factory has dec- 
lined 9.67 per cent compar- 
ed the first six months of 
the last year, because the 
factory do not obtain suffi- 
cient raw materials due to 
transportation problems. 
Therefore, the factory is 
in urgent need of govern- 
ment’s assistance and coop- 
eration’, said Mohammad 


Shah Rahmatian, president 
of the factory in an interv- 
iew with the Kabul New 
Times reporter on the ac- 
tivities of the Aho shoe fa- 
ctory. 


Rahmatian said that the 
factory started its activities 
with afs 14,000,000 _ initial 
capital and its floating ca- 
pital amounts afs 60,000,000. 
During 18 years of its ac- 
tivities, the factory has dis- 
tributed four times dividen- 
ce to its share-holders and 
the rest has been added 
to the factory's capital. Pr- 


esently the leather works, 
technical workshop, — shoe- 
making and administration 
sections are active in the 
framework of the factory. 
The initial production cCap- 
acity of the factory is 300 
pairs of shoes daily, pres- 
ent daily production capa- 
city of the factory is 1.200 
pairs and its final capacity 
is 1,500 pairs of shoes daily. 
Due to the lack of sufficient 
raw materials presently the 
daily output of the factory 
is 600 pairs. 
$A, 
The products of the fac- 
tory are leather and shoe 
which qualitywise the  lea- 
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ther produced in the factory 
is the best in Afgha- 
nistan. Three hundred se 
venteen machinery are ac- 
tive in the leather and sh- 
oe-making sections of the 
factory. The personnel of 
the factory are 389. The 
major raw materials of the 
factory such as hides, lime, 
salt and the like are sup- 
plied in the country and 
chemicals and others which 
are not produced here are 
imported from Italy, West 
Germany, Britain, Austria. 
Switzerland, Pakistan and 
Singapore. 
, 

The factory produced 
252,801 pairs of shoes. 
1,090,133 feet and 40,159 
kgs of leather of different 
quality in 1359 H.S. The 
total sale of the factory in 
1359 amounts to afs. 126.- 
196, 086. The total sale of 
the factory in the first six 
months of the current vear 
amounts to afs 74,136,544. 


Rahmatian added _ that 
the recent problem in op- 
ening of letter’ of credits 
in the banks has caused 
ifficulties and damages for 
the factory. 


He said that we hope th- 
at facilities should be pro- 
vided for the factory in op 
ening of letter of credits in 
the banks and the exemp- 
tion of a number of experi- 
enced workers of the factory 
from the partial recall of 
the ex-soldiers so that the 
output of the factorv — sho- 
uld go up. Because the 
price of foreign currency in 
the free market is very 
high. 
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(Text ] 


To develop the transpo- 
rtation facilites in the co- 
untry, the Ministry of Tr- 
a4nsport and Tourism _ striv- 
es for popularization of 
modern transport in the 
country and has taken wide 
steps for this end which 
construction of airports 
allover the country for do- 
mestc flights of the Bakht- 
ar Afghan Airlines and pr- 
OVii0n of other overland 
transportation facjlities, co. 
nstruction of metecrology 
Stations and aviation  facil- 
ies are among the major 
activines of the  Ministrv. 
said Asghar \Vlangal, pres- 
ident of the planning dep- 
artment of the Tran:- 
port and Tourism  Mi- 
nistry. in an interview with 
the Kabul New Times re- 
porter on tHe need for buil- 
ding airports and overland 
and air transportation  fa- 
cilihes and on other activi- 
ties of the ministry. 


He said that to provide 
better transport facilities 
the \inistry of Transport 
and Tourism has rendered 
the following  transportati- 
on activities by its concern- 
ed organs: 


—During the last nine 
months of the current  Af- 
han year, the Ariana Af- 
ghan Airlines has airlifted 
100.15 million passenger 
km. and 1568 million tons 
commodities. Over 75.5 mi- 
llion passenger km and 
4.075 million ton km. com- 
modities are scheduled for 
the last three months of the 
current year , 


Transportation Facilities 


in English 15 Mar 82 p 3 


—The Bakhtar Afghan 
Airlines has airlifted 16.507 
million passenger km. and 
0.265 million ton km. com- 
modities to different parts 
of the country. Until the 
end of the current year 11.5 
million km. passenger and 
9.25 million ton commodit- 
ies will be airlifted to dif- 
ferent provinces. 


—The Milli Bus Enterp 
rise has served the  count- 
rymen in providing city tr- 
ansportation facilities for 
1366.20 million passenger 
km. during the last nine 
months. 624 mallion passen- 
ger km. are expected to be 
carried by the enterprise in 
the last three months of 
the current Afghan year. 

—The Road Transport 
Enterprise has carried 16- 
857 million passenger km’ 
during the last nine months 
of the current year. Fourt- 
een mullion ton km. is sche- 
duled to be carried dumng 
the last three months of the 
Current year. 


—The Kamaz Enterprise 
which has started its activit- 
ies since beginning of the 
current Afghan year has 
carried 2.66 million ton 
km. from the ports during 
the second and third quarter 
of the current year. It wil! 
carry 16.25 million ton km. 
during the last three mon- 
ths of the current year. 

_-The International Tr- 
ansport Agency has carried 
6.912 million ton km. in one 
quarter of the current year 
with its seven trucks. It 
will carry 4.24 million km. 
commodity until the end of 
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the current year. The pri- 
vate sector overland transp- 
ort has Carried 1,32 million 
km. commodity and 900 
million km. passenger dur- 
ing the last three months of 
the current year. 

He added that the activi- 
ties of the comerned org: 
ans of the ministry have 
been totally included in the 
plan. Only the construction 
of the technical services 
station of Dashte Chemtala 
for the trucks and cars is 
excluded the plan. The 
*blueprints of the stations 
have been financed from 
the grant-in-aid of the fr- 
iendly Soviet Union. The 
construction work is Carr- 
ied out by the Afghan Con- 


struction Unit. The project 
is scheduled to be complet- 
ed until the end of 1361. 
The _ total price of the pro- 
ject has been estimated ar- 
ound Afs 130 million. 

On the basis of a separate 
contract between the Tran- 
sport and Tourism Ministry 
and the concerned Soviet 
authorities, worth over afs. 
100 million metal hangars 
for the vehicles tran:porta- 
tion complexes of the Ka- 
maz and the technical  ser- 
vices station are ready at 
the Hairatan port. 

He added that the werk 
on Sardeh airport for smal! 
planes in Ghazni _ province 
already begun by the tech- 

‘nical officials of the minis- 
try and the voluntary assis- 
tance of the DRA = armed 
forces and the local people 
has been completed. The ai- 
rport was recently inau- 
gurated. 











ntinue until 1362 H.S. The 
vehicle complex for the 
Kamaz. the construction \wo- 
rk of which is on the basis 


orious Saur Revolution the 
activities of the private 
freight agencies were  het- 
ter regulated. The all-out 
cooperation of the govern- 
ment in this sphere ts to be 
mentioned. 

Likewise, on the basis o! 
the decision of the Council 
of Ministers of the Democ- 


He said that the ministry 
lacks border establishments 
and has transportation fac: 
ilities in Kabul and techm- . 
cal services stations in Hai- of cost plus fee, continues 
ratan port, Mazare Sharif. by the Afghan Construction 
Torghondi, Pule-Khumri. Unit. 

Dashte Chemtata, Kandahar The president of the ol 
and Kunduz. Work on the anning department of the 
projects have already be- Transport and Tourism Mli- 


gun. Three production en- nistry said that the overland ratic Republic of Afghan- 
terprises with 390 vehicles transport department Is istan afs. 1.6 per one ton 


active in the framework of km. 
the ministry and takes part 
in organising the private 
freights affairs and passen- 
ger transportation agencies 
allover the country which 
carries out the bulk of fre- 
ight services in the country. 

Fortunately, after the gl 


concession has been 
given for the the fre ght 
transportation agencies. 20 
per cent for the passenger 
transportation agencies and 
afs 25 per cent for the tra- 
nsportations engaged in 
transport of the oil, which 
further encourages the ag- 


capacity each have taken 
part in the vehicles comp 
lex project. Work on one 
project is scheduled to be 
completed early next vear 
The second one is schedu- 
led to be completed until’ 
the end of 1361 H.S. Work 
on the third project will co- 





Printing Industry 
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[Text] 


The Government Printing 
Fress has earned Afs_ 28 
million more than its anti- 
cipated plan during the 
nine months of the current 
Afghan year 1360. |S.H. 
The organisation which 
functions as a government 
enterprise, has recently in- 
troduced certain constru- 
ctive changes in its printing 
procedures and the previous 
printing regulations have 
heen revised which will soon 
be enforced. 


Stating this in an inter- 
view wita the Kabul New: 
Times, Hamid Kianwar Pre- 
sident of the GPP said: 
“The press, which started 
its operation as an gover- 
nment enterprise in 1310 
at the Arg Garden, had 


very primitive and limited 
means of printing at its dis- 
posal. To cope with the 
ever-increasing requirement 
of the time, the GPP had 
to increase its production 
capacity, and to realise this 
the GPP purchased a nu- 
mber of modern new oprin- 
ting machines. To begin 
with, it purchased a number 
of Heidelberg letter press 
machines, new machines 
and equipments for its zn- 
cographyy section, lindtype 
machines, and new equip 
ments for plate-making sec- 
tion. Introduction of these 
machines and equipments, 
not only completely  trans- 
formed the process of prin- 
ting system in the GPP. but 
it also helped increase the 
capacity of the press consi- 
derably’. he added. 
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encies, he concluded. 


At present. the GPP 
prints newspapers periodi- 
cals, bi-weeklies, month- 
lies, magazines, books, scien- 
tific books, novels. textboo- 


ks for the Education Mi- 


nistry, other miscellaneous 
publications, including visit 
cards. marriage cards. in- 
vitation cards, both black 
and white as well as colou- 
red ones. 

Expounding further. he 
caid. in addition to a 
number of Heidelberg letter 
press machines. of the FRG 
make, the GPP has a Co 
xotype machine which pr- 
ints the Heywad and Anis 
daily newspapers. This ma- 
chine is of the USA make. 
a Deboffset which is of Bri- 
tish make and prints the 
Hagqigate Enqlabe Saur, 











Darafshe Jawanan and 
textbooks. The GPP ma- 
intain twenty linotype ma- 
chines all of which = are of 
the British make. 

Recently. the GPP has 
purchased three offset and 
two paper-folding machin- 
es from the German Dem- 
ocratic Republic. The two 
paper-foiding machines are 
operational and the offset 
machines will soon become 
operational!. 


During the current year, 
fifty three different mach- 
ines. provided through the 
grant-in-aid of the friendly 
country of the Soviet Un- 
ion, were installed and most 


of them have already begury’ 
operation in the different 
sections of the GPP. These 
include ten linotype mach- 
ines, zincography mach- 


ines, plate-making machir- 
es, Stratape machine, let- 
ter casting machines, cutt- 
ing machines, and letter 
press machines, etc. With 
the installamon and opera- 
tion of these new machines 
and equipments the pro- 
duction capacity of the GPP 
as a whole has greatly in- 
creased and the quality of 
the printing has greatly 
improved, thus leading tc 
the increase in the income 
of the GPP 


In response to another qu- 
estion the President of the 
GPP said: The GPP has 
30 linotype machines, 38 
letter press machines. 14 
offset machines of different 
sizes. 49 different machin- 
es in its binding section, 
35 zincography machines. 
1] monotype machines, and 
casting machines, four me- 
tal melting machines. one 
Stratape machine and et 
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ght different machines in 
its workshop section. 


The GPP plans to set up 
a technical production sec- 
tion, which will be respon- 
sible for giving technical 
consultations to the clients, 
aiming at improvement of 
the quality of design and 
printing. We hope _ that 


with the creation of such a 
section, not only the quality 
of the production of the 
press will greatly improve 
but also the cost of the pro- 
duction will, to some extent, 
be reduced. 

With the installation o 
ten new linotype machines 
granted by the Soviet Un- 
ion, the GPP has been able 
to modernise its system ol! 
operation. 

. 

In an effort to better 
erve its clients. the GPP 
has revised its previous pfri- 
ce regulations. In the new 
regulatigns which will soon 
be enforced, considerable 
reductions in the price of 
printing has been made. 
Those orders with large 
circulation will benefit mo- 
re from more concessions. 

The Afs 28 million more 
income earned than the 
anticipated plan by the press 
during the nine months of 
the current year can be at- 
tributed to the hard work 
of the personne! and effi- 
ciency of working proced- 
ure, newly introduced in the 
printing process, he added. 


The GPP operates round 
the clock. The working ho- 
urs begin from 8-30 a.m. 
till 630 p.m. The night sh- 
ift continues working tll 
the mext day. but the main 
work is being done during 
the day time. Only a limit- 
ed number of workers are 


assigned to work during the 
night. 


In response to another 
question Kianwar said: The 
raw material for the press 
are procured on the _ basis 
of contracts from the Sov- 
iet Union, FRG and some 
other countries. 


He added that from the 
1200 employees of the 
press, 80 per cent of them 
are organised within. the 
trade unions of the GPP. 
As to the strengthening of 
the financial position of the 
union, he said, that recent- 
ly an agreement has been 
reached between the trade 
union and the managem- 
ent of the GPP. under whi- 
ch the GPP has authorised 
the trade union to sell the 
writing pads prepared at 
the GPP, as. part of cont- 
ribution of the managem- 
ent in helping the union 
financially. 


As a result of the hard 
work of employees of the 
press the balance sheet of 
the GPP for the year 1358 
was completed and it sho- 
wed a four per cent net 
profit which was around Afs 
1,700,000. This sum of mo- 
ney was justly distributed 
among the personnel of the 
press. This was done for 
the first time in the history 
of the Government  Print- 
ing Press. 


The Government  Print- 
ing Press maintains 15 pres 
ses in provinces of the co- 
untry. From these, the Sa- 
mangan province press was 
newly opened in the month 
of Saur 1360 HS. The prov- 
incial presses are partially 
equipped with modern and 
old printing machines. 











AFGHANISTAN 


BRIEFS 


SUCCESSES AGAINST USSR~--Bonn, 28 Mar (IRNA)--West German T.V. network in a 

film report screened Friday said that the Soviet Union in effect only controlled 
ten percent of Afghanistan's land and it was a cripple in fighting Afghan 
Mujahedeen who believed fighting with Russian forces as a religious duty. The 
film also added that in the Pang Shir mountains, Central Afghanistan, five 
thousand Afghan Mujahedeen were defending their lands with only 700 guns. 

Since the beginning of the war no more guns had been dispatched to Pang Shir. 
So far Russian forces have attacked Pang Shir four times but they have always 
been forced to withdraw and they were not able to stay within 60 km of Pang 
Shir for more than three weeks. It added that the Afghan Mujahedeen had for 

2 years made schools and administration system behind their war fronts. [Text ] 
[1.D281352 Tehran IRNA in English 1039 GMT 28 Mar 82] 


GANDHI GREETINGS MESSAGE--Kabul, 27 Mar (BAKHTAR)--Mrs Indira Gandhi, the 

prime minister of India, while overflying Afghanistan on her way back to Delhi 
from Europe sent a radio message to Babrak Karmal, general secretary of the 

PDPA CC and president of the revolutionary council of the DRA, conveying her 
friendly greetings and good wishes for the health and happiness of Babrak Karmal 
and for the welfare of the people of Afghanistan. Ina reply message to Mrs 
Indira Gandhi, Babrak Karmal said: "On behalf of the people of the DRA and 

on my own behalf I have the honour to express by heartfelt thanks to your 
excellency. I hope that the fraternal and close relations between our countries 
will develop in the interests of the people of the two countries and for the 
benefit of world peace." [Text] [LD280556 Kabul BAKHTAR in English 0433 GMT 

28 Mar 82] 
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ALGERIA 


BRIEFS 
SEN BELLA COMMENTS--Paris, 18 Mar--Former Algerian leader Ahmed Ben Bella 
today said in an interview that "everything is corrupt" in his country. 
‘Mr Ben Bella, historic leader of the struggle for Algeria's independence 
trom France and its first president, was speaking to Radio Monte Carlo on 
the 20th anniversary of the 1962 Evian independence agreement. He also 
explained to the radio, monitored here, that a French atomic bomb test in 
\lgeria soon after the agreement gave him the opportunity to scrap it. 
Mr Ben Bella, who was overthrown by Colonel Houari Boumediene in 1965, 
said that 20 years of independence had been "totally negative," speaking 
of "ruin" and of a "murdered" agricultural sector. "We have nothing, no 
industry, just some old iron," he said. The turn towards Islam in Algeria 
was a response to this "waste." Asked about the expropriation under his 
leadership of French-owned land, he said: '"We wanted a revolution, socialist 
moreover, and that was incompatible with the grabbing of the best land in 
Algeria by colonial settlers." (AFP) [Text] [Paris AFRICA AFP in English 
No 2881, 19 Mar 82 p 3] 
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EGYPT 


PARLIAMENTARY REPLY TO GOVERNMENT STATEMENT 


Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 7 Mar 82 p 9 
Article: "Statement of People's Assembly Committee for Replying to Government's 
Statement: Status of Those in Custody To Be Settled, Emergency Measures To Be 
Abolished as Soon as Reasons for Them Are Eliminated; All Popular and Scientific 
Agencies To Be Called upon To Contribute to a Solution to the Population 
Increase Problem; the Right of the Palestinian People To Determine Their Destiny 
[s Road to the Future and Guarantee for Israel" ] 


‘Text | The report of the Committee for Replying to the Government's Statement 
asked that the status of those remaining in custody be settled quickly; that 
emergency measures be applied within the range that had been set for them; and 
that they be abolished as soon as the reasons that had called for them are elimi- 
nated. 


The committee praised the general course of our foreign policy and affirmed 

that the right of the Palestinian people to determine their own destiny repre- 
sents the best guarantee for Israel's security. The committee affirmed that that 
was the one and only road to the future. 


The committee offered numerous suggestions as its contribution to a solution 
to economic problems. It called upon all popular and scientific agencies to make 
an ettective contribution to solve the population increase problem. | 


Committe Chairman Sayyid Zaki presented the committee's report to the assembly 
during yesterday's session. 


The report began by stating [the following]: 


"The question of building [our country] is one whose parts are related and 
sequential. It is trom that premise that the statement of the new government was 
pyuided by the statements that the president made to this august body and to all 
the people. The government's statement was linked to that of the former govern- 
ment; it acknowledged the additions that were made inevitable by the objective 
conditions we are experiencing; and it affirmed, chiefly, the government's wish 
to realize the hopes of the people and to fulfill [its] responsibility under the 
protection of democracy and the sovereignty of the law. The statement also 
affirmed the government's determination that business in every field be based on 
earnestness and purity and that it be backed by truth and justice. 
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"Early in its report the committee wishes to aftirm the following as the outcome 
of its total view of the government's program: 


"This program and that of che previous government constitute a closely con- 
nected, integrated whole. In light of this fact this report complements the 
report on the previous government's program which was submitted by the committee 
to this august body at the session which was convened on 19 December 1981. That 
program was endorsed by the assembly on 24 December 1981. 


"The statement re-contirmed the strategy of our foreign policy. This is a 
strategy that stems trom authentic Egyptian values and principles and from the 
morals and conduct of the African, Arab people of Egypt. The people ot Egypt. 
believe in a lasting and a just, comprehensive peace; they are the people who 
founded the non-alignment and positive neutrality movement; they are the people 
who are working in their homeland [to achieve] a better tomorrow for Egyptians 
now and in the tuture. 

"With regard to the economic question the statement presented a proposal that 
adhered to the priority declared by the president for this question and tor 

the foundations of working to confront it and achieve our national goals. This 
is nothing but the outcome of the government's effort--which it made since the 
previous government issued its statement--in the context of confronting the 
economic question. Included in that effort is the Economic Conference which the 
president called for last February." 


The Democratic Climate 


"Democracy in Egypt is a constitutional and a statutory fact. It is a political, 
economic and a social tact. Democracy in Egypt is a practical application where- 
in treedom with responsibility thrives. It is under the protection of this democ- 
racy that all opinions which may appear contradictory converge; with sincere 
examination these opinions are ultimately re-formulated so as to achieve pride 
and honor tor the country. 


"Accordingly, democracy is the safeguard and the method by which the progress 
and prosperity which the people are hoping tor can be achieved. 


"Tt by practicing democracy we have made enormous strides since the Corrective 
Revolution--and especially since the constitution was amended--it is a fact 
that since the president assumed the responsibility of the nation's leadership, 
his excellency did attirm to this august assembly that our faith in democracy 
was unshakable. |He said] that the remedy for the problems of democracy was 
more democracy. This means that every citizen has the right to express his 
opinion objectively. It means that the law is sovereign and that safety and 
security are furnished tor every citizen. 


it behooves us to commend in this regard the measures and practices which the 
country 18 experiencing now. These measures ind practices firmly secured more 


methods for democratic action. 


"As it contirms its appreciation for and its adherence to this method, the com- 
mittee declares its esteem for the principles articulated by President Husni 
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ibarak and tor the practices and traditions he prescribed and implemented as an 
expression ot the pulse and hopes of the Egyptian people who long for an age 
whose banner is purity and earnestness and whose foundation is a good example in 
all areas and on all levels. 


"The government also prescribed a practical approach to the principles ot democ- 
ratic practice in its relationship with the opposition. It gave all factions of 
the opposition and those who are affiliated with the opposition room in the 
Various means of the media to express themselves and their opinions. The govern- 
ment is also trying to establish offices tor parties in the various governorates. 
"The committee affirms that this can be achieved by utilizing further measures 
and practices to reinforce the democratic climate in everyone's thinking, prac- 
tices and conduct. The most important of these measures and practices are mani- 
tested in | the tollowing!: 

-—"Justitications still exist tor the emergency measures that were adopted to 
orotect the people trom all dangers and forms of terrorism and sateguard their 
lives, their businesses and their future. If we, as representatives of the 
people, along with the government, look forward to the day when we can repeal 
these emergency measures that were adopted to protect the security of the 
country and of the citizens, the committee calls upon the government to resolve 
the status ot those who remain in custody, especially since it has affirmed more 
than once that no one who is not convicted of a crime will remain in custody. 
The committee also aftirms the importance of applying these emergency measures 
in the limited scope dictated [for them] by the national interest. (The com- 
mittee asks) that these measures be repealed as soon as the reasons that called 
for them cease to exist. 


'Now that we have turned a new leaf--one to which everyone is adhering and 
one whose slogan is achievement of the [national] interest with everyone working 
vardless of reward in this life and in the interest of the homeland--the time 
has come to look in earnest into the matter of an expanded conference to which 
clergymen and representatives ot various educational agencies and authorities 
would be invited. These people would look for an answer to the question about 
what to do about the phenomenon of religious extremism which we have recently 
experienced. They would explore how the [thinking] of our young people could be 
promoted so they can he prepared to assume their responsibilities in looking 
after all the country's atfairs. 


T ¢ 


is it sugyests these questions for the reinforcement of democratic structure in 
i State of institutions, the committee goes on record to express its pride in 
and its appreciation for the efficient efforts that were realized by the vigi- 
lance of Security ayvencies. They grasped the situation quickly to sateguard our 
domestic tront and our national course." 


"Our toreign policy is hased on tirm principles. It is the product ot the 
keyptian people's taith in Egypt's role by virtue of its strategic location, its 
nat ional and historic realit , its organic ties with the Arab and Islamic 
nation, its pioneering position on the African continent and the tounding role 

it plaved in the non-alignment movement. 
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"On the basis of these principles the government undertook in its program to 
explain Egypt's position on some of the subjects and questions which we are 
focusing on in this stage. 


--''Pursuing the completion of the Israeli withdrawal from the remaining part 
of Sinai: 


"The committee agrees with the government that it is necessary to pursue the 
completion of the Israeli withdrawal from the remaining part of Sinai on the 
agreed upon schedule, next 26 April. The fact that Egypt chose peace was a firm 
and a continuing strategic choice. It is the will and the decision of the people 
of Egypt. Egypt will continue to pursue that course with all the determination 
and resolve [it can muster] until a comprehensive, just settlement is achieved. 
This is the ultimate goal it is seeking; it is the only guarantee for all the 
countries and nations of the area to enjoy peace and stability. 


"On this occasion, it is on the strength of the Camp David accords, which are 
based on UN Resolution 242 decreeing that occupied lands may not be forcibly 
annexed, that the committee condemns the decision recently proclaimed by Israel 
regarding the annexation of Syria's Golan Heights. It is on the basis of its 
commitment to the Camp David accords that Israel has to work to build bridges of 
confidence in the area. It has to concentrate on pushing the course of a lasting 
and just peace in the area that would open the door to Arab parties to take part 
in the peace process. 


--"'The right of the Palestinian people to determine their own destiny is 
inescapable. 


"A solution to the Palestinian problem is the key to the achievement of peace 
aid stability in the area. A just solution to this problem must be based on 
mutual recognition and acceptance between Israel and the Palestinians. Each 
one of the two parties has the full right to exist as a national entity free 
from domination and fear. 


"The right of the Palestinian people to determine their destiny cannot be 
denied. This actually represents the best guarantee for Israel's security: it is 
the lesson ot history and the road of the future. 


"The right of selt determination is one of the objectives of the Camp David 
agreement to which Israel committed itself. Israel committed itself to that 
agreement as the foundation for solving the Palestinian question. 


"All the peace-loving countries have to work, as Egypt has worked and is 
working, to solve the Palestinian question. They are to give that question 
priority to ensure stability and comprehensive peace in the area. 


--"'Egypt is an Arab and an Islamic country. 
"This is an enduring fact. Egypt's affiliation and destiny | lie with Arabs and 
Muslims]. If there is at the present time a dispute between Egypt and a number 


of Arab countries, it is a dispute between brothers that will inevitably cease 
to exist. This does not mean that Egypt will change its policy toward peace in 
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the area. Egypt's position on peace is one that is based on principle and is 
enduring. In the name of this august assembly we welcome a caretully considered 
and a logical restoration of traternal relations between Egypt and its Arab 
Sisters. We do not set conditions tor the restoration of these relations. At the 
same time we do not accept that conditions be imposed on us or that the policy 
which our people believe in and which they have approved of in numerous 
referenda be amended. Today, our people have more faith in that policy, and they 
are more determined to pursue it. 

"Reypt's doors are open to all Arabs so that the Arab will and the Arab word 
can be united and the challenges of construction and prosperity can be contron- 
tea under the umbrella of a comprehensive, lasting and just peace in the area. 


-—'"'Integration between Egypt and Sudan: 


"Egypt's ties with Sudan are organic. Egypt's ties with Sudan are those of fate 
and destiny. The integration between the two nations is a deep-rooted popular 
movement. It is the product of lengthy odyssies of struggle and suffering and 
the tireless common ettort throughout the centuries to forge a civilization on 
the banks of the great valley. It was during that struggle that hopes and senti- 
ments were unitied and the blood ot the people of the Nile valley was blended in 
the battles that were fought for the same objective and the same destiny. 


“The committee goes on record expressing its satisfaction with the integration 
that has been achieved in social, cultural, political and military fields. It 
is urging that steps be taken to implement the recommendations and resolutions 
that would achieve economic integration." 


--—""Eeypt's Relations with the United States: 


“while the committee--in the name of this august assembly--joins the government 
it expressing its appreciation for the U.S. position and for the friendly and 
cooperative relations that exist between the two countries, it is attirming 

tie fact that it is of vital importance that the United States conduct a dia- 
logue with the Palestinians and make preparations for mutual and simultaneous 
recognition between the Palestinians and Israel. The United States should make 
preparations for the Palestinians' participation in the efforts [that are being 
made | tor peace, for this is the real and principal way for completing the peace 
Drocess su that the area can enjoy peace. This is not only for the sake of the 
people of the area, but it is also for the sake of the entire international 


community." 
-~-~"Encouraging a Settlement of the Traq-Iran Dispute by Peacetul Means: 


"The committee supports the government's inclination to encourage a settlement 
ot the lLraqi-Iranian dispute by peaceful means, and it supports its appeal to 
the peace-loving countries to double their efforts in this regard. This war 

ich has been going on for a long time has destroyed the forces of two Islamic 
countries. It has had serious effects on the security and stability of the area. 
These wars may Cause foreign powers to intervene, and this would threaten the 


a 


entire ar@€a. 
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The Feonomic Question 


"Establishing the foundation of the national economy on sound bases is at the 
forefront of our national responsibilities. This was affirmed by the president 
in the statement he made in front of this august assembly early in this session. 
[It is for this reason that the president invited economists and experts to 
express their opinions and then called tor convening the Economic Conference 

in the period between February 13 and 15. 


"As it reviews what was mentioned in the government's statement about the econo- 
mic question, the committee wishes to affirm its agreement with the cornerstones 
on which the government is supporting [its policy] in confronting the economic 
question. 


"The committee also agrees with the government that the achievement of our econo- 
mic goals requires increasing the present volume of investments. This increase 
in investments requires that all groups in society take part in the creative 
ettort to increase real savings. It also requires that the government regulate 
its revenues, limit its current spending and increase the efficiency of its 

use ot investment resources. It requires the creation ot new channels to att- 
ract the savings of the private sector and increase the contribution of the 
banking sector, particularly foreign and joint banks, in providing investment 
resources. It requires increasing the efficiency of the tax agency. Our reliance 
On our own resources and our efforts to reduce government spending must be 
increased, and consumer tendencies and, accordingly, growing import tendencies 
in society must be curbed. 

"The committee also agrees with the government that overcoming the difficulties 
faced by the Egyptian economy and realizing high rates of economic development 
requires, in addition to providing the necessary investments, other numerous 
signiticant measures that include [the tollowing]: 


‘Human development, the public sector, subsidy, importing [goods]} without trans- 
erring currency and toreign money. 


— 


The government has explained the broad and besic outlines of how these ques- 
ions are to be contronted. 


+ 


The committee agrees with the government about these outlines and about the 
rends oftered by the government in the face of these questions. 


aed 


"T } 


[n addition to the toregoing the committee wishes to offer the government a 
tew sSupygestions that may be helpful in determining the nature of some questions. 
They may contribute to the solutions it is preparing. 
Due to the importance of comprehensive planning, the committee is asking the 
overnment tor the tollowing matters: 


"1. A national agency is to be formed to determine the tramework and the priori- 
ties of the plan and the distribution of resources to the various sectors. In 
addition to government officials this national agency would include public 
figures with experience and knowledge in various fields. It would also include 














men trom the private sector who represent the alliance of industries, chambers 
otf commerce and businessmen. 


. the plan is to treat the principal imbalance from which the Egyptian economy 
is suttering. The assembly had referred to this imbalance in the course of its 
lebate over the program of the previous government, and the Economic Conference 
had tocused on it. Its chief aspects are: 


-"A structural imbalance between the commodities sector--agriculture and 
industry--and the services sector. 


"Whereas the rate of growth in the commodities sector amounted to 7.3 percent 
ini %.6 percent in 1978 and 1979, respectively, the rate of growth in the dis- 
tribution sector amounted to 13.8 percent and 12 percent in the same 2 years, 
respectively. The rate of yrowth in the services sector amounted to 5.6 percent 
and 4.4 percent, respectively. If we were to separate agriculture and industry 
within the commodities sector, the rate of growth in the agricultural sector 
luring the period trom 1974 to 1978 in firm prices did not exceed 1.3 percent, 
whereas the rate ot growth in the industrial sector, including oil and mining 
products, amounted to 11.1 percent. Due to the enormous increase in vil produc- 
tion during that period, the rate of growth of non-petroleum industries was much 


less than that. 
—~-"Histribution of the National Revenue: the Share of Wages: 


‘Lt we were to divide Egyptian society into three groups in order to find out 
the dimensions ot this question, [we would have the following ]}: 


group! that includes workers and larmers working in the agricultural 


--" A proup!] that includes crattsmen, protessionals and those who work in the 


commercial sectors: ! and 


-—'' A group} that includes government and public sector employees and some areas 
ot private sector activity. 


We can attirm that at the time when relative improvement occurred in the 
incomes of the second group, the relative position of the first group remained 
the same, if it did not improve slightly. But it is certain that there was a 
relative decline in the position of the incomes of the third group--government 
md public sector employees. Their salaries did not rise at the same large rate 


at which prices continued to rise. 

"These phenomena need to be corrected so that more justice can be achieved, 

so that the etticiency of those working in government and in the public sector 
mn be increased and so that discipline and compliance can be assured." 


—~-""The Imbalance between Wages and Prices: 


‘ihe imbalance between wages and prices is a phenomenon whose scope has grown 
in recenl years, especially with regard to those who work in government and in 











the public sector. This is the result of numerous consideretions. Today, it is 
increasing the burdens on the state's general budget, and ii - is other 
negative economic or social consequences. 


“Lt has become the duty of the state to confront this question on the basis 
of over~all planning that would restore the balance between them and put into 
practice the principle of tying wages to production. 


"Chiet among what must be taken into consideration in this regard is the impor- 
tance of working in the Light of a comprehensive plan to increase production 

and raise efticiency. All agencies and institutions of production and services 
in the state are to operate according to sound economic and administrative prin- 
ciples. It must be taken into consideration, however, that economic stability 
requires the gradual application of the necessary solutions to confront this 


quest ion ° 


"the committee wishes to see in the draft plan clear and specific solutions 
tro the atorementioned questions. 

"The committee is asking the government to define a clear position on some ot 
the questions that are pending. 


--'"'The Population Problem: 


"The population problem represents a principal obstacle facing all the efforts 
‘that are being made] tor economic development in Egypt. Despite the efforts 
that are currently being made in the area of production, the present rate of the 
population increase is greatly and negatively affecting our ability to raise the 
individual's standard of Living in Egypt. 


The »overnment is making an effort to overcome this problem. There is no doubt 
that the matter requires an accurate, objective evaluation of the courses and 
methods ot action that are being followed. Requirements for action and practical 
and etlLective measures to confront the population problem are to be detined in 
Light of this evaluation. 

"The president indicated his interest in this problem, and he called tor an 
expanded conterence to be held to discuss it. The committee is asking the govern- 
nent and the various popular and scientific agencies to contribute every effort 
to solve this problem and to assume their responsibilities in the light of the 
recommendations that the conference will make." 


--"'Land Reclamation: 
"lt is apreed upon that land reclamation constitutes a necessity in our society 
suv that food security can be achieved and populousness and prosperity can be 
extended to new areas that would absorb the population increase that is taking 
place and spread people throughout Egypt's territory. 

"We've had numerous experiments in the past and in the present in the area ot 
land reclamation. It is the judgment of the committee that the importance of 
the question is urging that a scientific, objective study be conducted to 
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evaluate these experiments so that their pros and cons can be found out and the 
most etficient use of resources in this field can be realized. 


"The committee noted that despite the fact that the law regulating the utiliza- 
tion of desert land has been issued, its executive order has not yet been 
issued." 


Setting the Prices of Public Sector Products and Services 


"The fact that the prices of public sector products and services have remained 
unchanged is a real problem that atfects the financing structures and the proper 
listribution of resources within the units of the public sector. 


"if the state, by not increasing the prices of public sector [products and ser- 
vices|, is striving to achieve social goals, the committee thinks that this 
objective can be achieved by other means. The achievement of that objective does 
not have to affect the econonies of the units of that sector. The state can pur- 
chase these products at an economic price and offer them to the consumer at 

the price it thinks would realize its social goals. 


~—-"Commitment To Hire Graduates: 


"The question of the commitment to hire graduates is basically a social and 

a political obligation whose capacity and standing lie in the context of 
suciety. However, numerous considerations, among which is the absence of coordi- 
nation and integration between the policies that were put into effect in nume- 
rous areas, caused the state's commitment to hire graduates to have negative 
eftects. It has now become necessary to confront the matter earnestly and 
efficiently. 


--"Emigration and Working Abroad: 


"The committee appreciates the government's interest in benefiting from the 
experience our emigrant scientists have in all areas and consolidating and 
strengthening their ties with Egypt. 


"The committee hopes that the draft law regulating emigration and work abroad 
be presented to the assembly as soon as possible so that the specialized commit- 
tees can consider it in an ample period of time. 


"The committee wishes that this dratt law deal with strengthening the tie and 
the relationship between the emigrant and the mother country and that it deal 
with the emigrant's contribution in expertise and capital to development 


? 


projects. 


Future Projects 
“There is no doubt that the development strategy which will be prepared will 
attect the determination of project priorities whose completion will be under- 
taken by the government in coming fiscal years in the context of the social and 
economic reality that we hope our dear country and our citizens will have. 
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"On behalf of this august body the committee [expresses its] appreciation ot the 


fact that the men ot the armed forces have been watching over the detense of the 
homelan! and protecting its territory. We appreciate their dedication to preser- 
Ving the honor and dignity of their nation, and we appreciate their continued 


contribution to construction, training and education. 


"The assembly also emphasizes the importance otf the armed forces' role in prese:- 
ving and sateguarding constitutional law from all dangers. 


"The committee emphasizes that development of our armed forces is to continue. 
Our armed torces will be provided with a variety of modern weapons from various 
sources. They will be furnished with advanced munitions to stay in step with the 
most modern technological advances achieved in this regard so they can tultill 
their responsibility toward the homeland. 


"At the end of this report on the debate over the government's statement on 
its program, the committee goes on record to express its approval of this 


prograll o"" 
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EGYPT 


SPECIAL STUDY ON TABAH, EGYPTIAN-ISRAELI BORDER ISSUE 
Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 26 Mar 82 p 3 


[article by Dr. Yunan Labib Rizq of AL-AHRAM's Center for Political and 
Strategie Studies: "Tabah in Historical Fact and Political Propaganda" | 


[Text] This small post in the northeastern part of the Gulf of al-'Aqabah is 
d ned to be linked with each crisis arising from the delineation of the 

r between Egypt and Palestine. 

Tts name was linked with the 1906 crisis between Egypt and the Ottoman State, 
which became Tabah's crisis. Now, after more than three-quarters of a century, 
the name of Tabah comes to the forefront of events as an area of dispute over 


this same border. 


In light of this recurrence, we must return to the entire collection of 
British documents on the 1906 crisis to extract what concerns Tabah and 
organize, group and present it. 


Tabah: Its Location and the Turkish Seizure 


telegram of 30 Jan 06 to London, British Charge d'Affaires Findley 

bes the location of Tabah as "a point on the west coast of the Gulf of 
al-'Aqabah, 5 miles from thehead of the Gulf by sea and 8 miles by land. It 
2 or 4 miles inside the Egyptian border. 


"Tabah is important because it is near wells and because it controls the 
passes to the Sinai from the head of the Gulf and the Gaza road." 


We will also let Mr Findley, in a report which he sent to his government 3 
lays earlier, tell how the crisis began...""The Egyptian Coast Guard ship 

Nur al-Bahr left the Suez on the 20th to reach the head of the Gulf the 
following day. When it reached Tabah on the Sinai side of the Gulf coast, 
the Egyptian officer found that the Turks had occupied it, forbidding him to 
land there and threatening to use force if he did so. 
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On the eend, instructions were sent to Mr Bromley (the British Inspector for 
Sinai) suggesting that he assign border posts as follows: 


1, Buyur: the wells at the head of the Gulf, controlled by Egyptian 
Bedouin-- 20 men and one officer, 


ec. Naqb al-'Aqabah: a position controlling the road from the coast to the 
interior--10 men, 


3. Tabah: which controlls the road along the coast. 


These positions could be occupied by closing the roads between Egyptian and 
Turkish territory and preventing any force from entering the heights. Instruc- 
tions were issued to Mr Bromley to occupy these positions with extreme caution 


ra 


and, if successful, not to withdraw except under force, 


rders instructed Mr Bromley, as general policy, to leave the low 
[geographically speaking] positions at the head of the Gulf, but to occupy the 
r two, Nagb al-'Aqabah and Tabah, because they controlled the roads to the 
interior and stopped Turkish missions from reaching the tribes and ruins of 


1ese O 


flere the crisis concerning Tabah started, since the Egyptian force there had 
specifie instructions to remain there [in Tabah], and a Turkish force quickly 
occupied it, absolutely refusing any Egyptian landing. For the third time, 
we let Mr Findley describe the situation in-a letter to Sir Edward Gray (the 
British Foreign Secretary) on 2° January: "The commander of the coast guard 
ship returned from al-'Aqabah carrying a letter from the British Inspector 
for Sinai, and from my discussion with him, I learned that the Turks had 
seized Tabah, strengthened their positions there with 150 men. The Inspector 
and 25 men are on Fir'awn Island, which is situated a few miles south of 


[The Turkish commander said that his instructions were that there 
should be absolutely no landing near Tabah." 


The Turks had created an established fact, and the following 4 months 
witnessed a fierce struggle between the Istanbul government's attempts to 
consolidate this fact and Egyptian efforts to return matters to normal. The 
latter were supported by the British government, which was able to mobilize 
international forces and to apply political and military pressure which the 
Turks could not compete with, 


solidate an Established Fact: 
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Ottoman diplomacy moved everywhere in an attempt to consolidate the established 
t ature of this 


movement 
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Part of this movement came to Tabah and the waters of the Gulf of al-' Aqabah 
when the commander of the Turkish forces in the area, Rushdi Pasha, sent a 

letter from the Grand Vizier to the Egyptian commander who landed on Fir'awn 
Island, Sa'd Bay Rif'at, saying, "Because Tabah was part of the Sunni State, 
Egyptian forces have no right to land there and will not be allowed to do so 


under any circumstances..." 


The Turkish commander stuck to the same position when the British government 
sent the battleship "Diana" to the Gulf. The commander of the "Diana," 

Captain Hornby, met with Rushdi Pasha and heard the same thing from him. Let's 
let Captain Horby tell the story of this meeting in the letter which he sent 
to Lord Cromer in Cairo on 19 February: "I met with Rushdi Pasha, and his 
opinion was that the area surrounding the head of the Gulf is one natural 
port, and therefore is Turkish territory. In the same manner, Tabah, 

-Qattar, Naqgb al-'Aqabah and al-Qasimah are all undeniably Turkish.' 

The efforts to solidify the established fact in Istanbul were more intense and 
concentrated...0n 15 February, the Sultan sent a letter to Sir O'Connor, the 
British Ambassador to Turkey, informing him that "Tabah and other locations 
occupied by Turkish forces are part of the land that Turkey administers, so 
there has been no aggression." 


Two days later Sultan 'Abd al-Hamid II sent another letter in the same vein 
to the ambassador, adding that the commander in al-'Agqabah had informed him 
that Tabah and two other locations were located inside Ottoman territory! 


This prompted the ambassador to request a meeting with the Sultan, which took 
place on 2 March, afterwhich he wrote to his government: "His Majesty said 
that the information submitted to him proves that Tabah is part of the 
erritory which Turkey administers, and that the matter requires careful 
scrutiny for its connection with the holy places." 


n London, the Turkish Ambassador continued arguing and maneuvering. On 

19 March he showed British officials a telegram he had received from his 
svernment which said, "Because Tabah is subordinate to al-'Aqabah, we trust 
in your ability to convince the British government of this." 
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In Cairo, Mukhtar Pasha, the Turkish High Commissioner, met with Khedive 
‘Abbas Hilmi and urged him to accept the accomplished fact without letting 
the British come between him and his superior, the Sultan. However, the 
Nzyotian ruler's answer clearly rejected the suggestion. 


f 
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Rritish and International Pressure: 


ng side, Britain was intervening to prevent institutionalization 
ished fact. This intervention was not only a result of its 








position as an occupying country, but, more importantly, its complete refusal 

to allow any other country, even Turkey, to come close to the Suez Canal, its 

imperialist artery. The Turkish occupation of Tabah represented a danger in 
on 


he British pressure took different forms... 


To begin with, the British implied that they would use military force and 
actually sent the battleship "Diana" to the Gulf and the "Minerva" to Port 
Said. At the same time, their Mediterranean fleet started to move toward the 
Turkish islands located in its eastern waters. 


British diplomacy turned from this to diplomatic pressures, which it applied 
in different ways throughout the period of the Turkish presence in Tabah. We 
again let the British documents recount these ways. 


Sir O'Connor sent a telegram from Istanbul on 28 January saying, "I met with 
the Turkish foreign minister this morning...I told him that the Turkish 
military authorities' action was surprising and that Tabah is located in the 
Sinai on the western coast of the Gulf of al-'Agabah. I asked him how just 


the Turkish government thought their action was." 


Tne following day, he submitted a protest to the Grand Vizier against "the 
Turkish forces' occupation of Tabah...I told him that the Turks have no right 
to occupy a place which is unquestionably Egyptian territory, and I advised 
him that if they were in Tabah, they must withdraw to avoid a severe crisis." 
After matters reached a crisis point, the British Ambassador met with the 
Turkish foreign minister on 19 February and said that he reminded him of the 
condition that the British government insisted be fulfilled to solve the 
crisis: "Withdrawal of Turkish forces from Tabah and other locations which 
they are occupying in Egyptian territory." 


The Sultan himself was not spared British pressure, according to what Sir 


O'Connor said about his meeting with 'Abd al-Hamid on 5 March: "I put as much 
pressure on the Sultan as I could so that the problem would not become a 


severe crisis, and I showed him on a map I had these locations on the western, 
Egyptian side of the Gulf." 


At the same time, the British succeeded in getting strong international 
Support, especially from France and Russia, which, with Britain, exerted fear- 
some pressure on the Sublime Porte. On 2 May, the French Ambassador in London 
informed the British government that his government had sent instructions to 
its ambassador in Istanbul to use all his influence to force the Sultan to 
withdraw from Egyptian territory. On the same day, the Russian foreign minis- 
ter telegraphed Zinoviyev, his ambassador in the Turkish capital, asking him 
to coordinate his efforts with his British and French colleagues to put 
pressure on the Sublime Porte, 
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sday afternoon, 3 May 1906, Sir O'Connor submitted a lengthy note to the 
man foreign minister saying, "Contrary to the firman appointing Khedive 
as and the 8 April telegram concerning the administration of the Sinai, 
Imperial Government has occupied Tabah by military force and refused to 


i 
idraw despite repeated requests and in disregard for the fact that Tabah 
s undeniably within territories subject to the administration of H.E. the 


oman government must learn that the British government will not remain 


Lent on the violation of H.E. the Khedive's rights and aggression against 


gn secretary has issued instructions to me to inform you that the 
1an government must agree to delineate the border between Rafah and the 


O 
>f the Gulf of al-'Aqgabah on the basis of the telegram of 8 April 1892 


at if this is not achieved within 10 days, the results will be 

tenia 

¢ the time specified, the Ottoman government made varied efforts to rid 
lf of tt the events of 10 May, when the Turkish 


ign minister received Sir O'Connor to inform him that the Sultan had 

the Ottoman forces to withdraw from Tabah and maintain the status quo 
1é Sinal. The British Ambassador believed that this was merely an attempt 
aln time anc that the matter had become extremely dangerous. 


~ 4 ¥ 4 + 


following day, le May, it was decided to inform the Ottomans that non- 


> * 


mpliance with British demands would lead to the presentation of new demands. 


)'Connor met with the Grand Vizier to present the new warning, the latter 
him that he had asked the Khedive to appoint representatives to work 
rkish representatives to fix the Egyptian border in the peninsula and 
withdrawal from Tabah and the other locations would begin that night. 


British Ambassador was not satisfied with the Grand Vizier's answer and 


ficial reply, which ne received on the afternoon of 14 May. The 
said that it had been decided to leave Tabah, orders had been issued to 
out this decision and the Sublime Porte agreed that the border extends 
straight line to the head of the Gulf of al-'Agabah, 3 miles 
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What this means simply is that Tabah is located about 5 miles inside Egyptian 
+ 


Lerritory. given that al-'Aqabah and Tabah are 8 miles apart by land, as the 
British Commission in Cairo described the location of Tabah. 


The joint committee began plans to fix the border according to the above, and 


the agreement was signed in Rafah in the first of October of the same year, 
ending the 1906 Tabah crisis and restoring the area to Egypt. 


44 














EGYPT 


AKMAD BAHA' AL-DIN EXPRESSES VIEWS ON EXPASRIATES, OTHER ISSUES 
Cairo AL-MUSAWWAR in Arabic No 2988, 15 Jan 82 pp 18-21, 74-79 


[Interview with Ahmad Baha’ al-Din by AL-MUSAWWAR: "Weekly Interview: 

Ahmad Baha’ al-Din and Return From Expatriation;" When al-Sadat Permitted Me 
To Work Abroad, He Made It Conditional That I Write Weekly Article in 
AL-Ahram So It Would Not Seem I Was Angry of Had Fallen Out of Favor; I Put 
These Issues on Mubarak's Agenda: (1) Set Forth Agreed-on Bases for 
Egyptian Economy, (2) Revive Interest in Demands of More Needy and Broader 
Groups, (3) Reexamine All Unconstitutional Laws, (4) Restore Egypt to Its 
Place in Nonaligned and National Independence Movement; Continue Direction 
Toward Greater Freedom and Confrontation of Corruption; Arab Investors Want 
Economic Conference in Egypt; I Expect Return of Remaining Ousted Journalists 
and University Professors" ] 


[Text] This week's interview has a special flavor. It is the first time 
Ahmad Baha' al-Din speaks to the Egyptian press after a seclusion of 5 years. 
AL-MUSAWWAR has conducted this interview with the man who was chief editor 

of AL-MUSAWWAR for 7 consecutive years. Ahmad Baha' al-Din is one of the 
writers who enjoy the greatest degree of the intellectual and ordinary 
reader's confidence. He is one of the few writers who have tackled all of 
the homeland's issues since he picked up the pen and chose to be a writer. 


Ahmad Baha’ al-Din has returned to the homeland after an expatriation of 5 
years. He has returned from the Arab homeland where he was chief editor of 
AL-'ARABI magazine, published in Kuwait. 


AL-MUSAWWAR conducted this 5-hour interview with Baha' al-Din in an attempt 
to become familiar with all of the present issues preoccupying the Arab 
citizen. We started with Egypt and the dialogue extended to issues of the 
Arab homeland and to today's world, and the interview covered all of the 
concerns of our age. It is enough for us to cast a glance at the headlines: 
The October War, departure from the country, the journalist and the state, 
Fgyptians abroad, Arab situation, Arab investors and open-door economy in 
Egypt, priorities facing President Mubarak, Mubarak's image in the Arab 
capitals, what are postponed issued on Mubarak's agenda, Egyptian labor in 
Arab homeland, remaining years of Arab oil, return of journalists and 
university professors, al-Sadat assassination, future of political action in 
Egypt, decision to return to Egypt, fear of placing obstacles in path to 
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change in Egypt in name of stability, will Israel withdraw on 25 April and 
will the Arab camp restore its minimal degree of previous harmony? 


Ahmad Baha' al-Din was born in Alexandria. On graduating from law school, he 
was the youngest in his class. He was appointed to the public prosecutor's 
office immediately after graduation because he had earned an evaluation of 
very good with a first-class honorable mention. He worked in the legal 
investigation department of the Ministry of General Education. He worked in 
the same office with ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Sharqawi and Fathi Ghanim. He began 
his press career in AL-FUSUL [The SEASONS] Magazine, which used to be issued 
by Muhammad Zaki ‘Abd al Qadir. He then moved to ROSE AL-YUSUF, where he 
published the first of his books, ''Faruq as King." He has written an 
important book entitled "The Point-Four Program," which discusses U.S. 
economic aid to small countries. ROSE AL-YUSUF then published SABAH AL-KHAYR 
and Ahmad became its first chief editor at the age of 36, the youngest chief 
editor in the history of the Egyptian press. AKHBAR AL-YAWM then won his 
services after he had worked for a period as chief editor of AL-SHA'B, which 
was later merged with AL-JUMHURIYAH. 


The late President Jamal ‘Abd al-Nasir issued a decree appointing him 
chaiman of the board of directors of al-Hilal Publishing House and cheif 
editor of AL-MUSAWWAR. At the same time, he was entrusted with the task of 
supervising the ROSE AL-YUSUF establishment. At that time, he was elected 
doyen of Egyptian journalists, chairman of the Arab Journalists Federation 
and deputy chairman of the International Journalists Organization. 


Ahmad Baha’ al-Din has had his experiences in journalistic work. For the 
first time ever, he assigned a cartoonist, Salah Jahin, as chairman of 
SABAH AL-KHAYR magazine. Through his direct supervision of AL-KAWAKIB 
magazine, Ahmad gave a special flavor to his approach to the art press. 

We must also note his role in transforming AL—MUSAWWAR into the magazine of 
political opinion in the Arab area, whereas it had been concermed with 
pictures and reports. 


After AL-MUSAWWAR, Ahmad was appointed chief editor of AL-AHRAM. 


After AL-AHRAM, he held the position of chief editor of AL-'ARABI magazine, 
which is published in Kuwait, until his recent return to the readers of his 
daily column, "Dailies." 


Ahmad Baha' al-Din is one of the few political writers whose writings are 
dominated by a literary spirit and by an artistic capability that is rare in 
a political article. 


[Question] We thank Mr Baha' al-Din for agreeing to join this week's dialogue. 
Baha’ has worked in this establishment and was actually able to achieve great 
progress for it. We are trying with our joint efforts to restore to this 
establishment some of what he gained for it. Mr Baha' al-Din is one of the 
most prominent Egyptian writers, writers who have been able to maintain the 
confidence of their readers in Egypt and in the Arab world, because Baha' 
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the writer tackles his country's and his nation's issues with his pen, his 
thought, his intellect and his total conviction to the extent that the 
problem he writes about almost becomes a part of him. 


I imagine that the first question will be on his recent return to the 
homeland. Why did Baha' stay abroad these 5 years and why has he decided to 
return now? 


[Answer] I am especially happy that Mr Mukarram [Muhammad Ahmad] has assumed 
chairmanship of this press establishment's board of directors because, 
regrettably, press leadership continues to be the monopoly of a narrow circle 
under the pretext that the-e is no leadership reserve. In this regard, I 
recall a conversation that took place in Sofia, the capital of Bulgaria, in 
the presence of President al-Sadat and others, of whom I remember Isma'il 
Fahmi, the ex-minister of foreign affairs. 


The conversation centered on what they called the crisis of the reserves in 
the Egyptian press. My reply was that that was not true and that there was 
no crisis. I remember that I said, addressing my words to President al-Sadat: 
[ am ready to write for you right now the names of 20 Egyptian journalists, 
each of whom is fit to be the chief editor of a newspaper or a magazine or 
the chairman of a board of directors. Ten of them may fail but the other 10 
will certainly succeed. The truth is that I believe that all readers and 

all journalists of various inclinations agree unanimously now that there has 
been a noticeably vast leap in AL-MUSAWWAR. Naturally, I am happy personally 
with this in view of my friendship with Mukarram and happy generally because 
AL-MUSAWWAR has proven my theory that a man must first be given an 
opportunity and then be judged. The fact is that the Egyptian press has an 
enormous store of capable journalists at all levels. But the line must move 
continually from within the profession, not from outside it. 


Let me return to your question on expatriation and return. 


In this matter, the personal is mingled with the general. I became chief 
editor of AL-AHRAM during the critical period in the wake of the 
disengagement |of Egyptian-Israeli forces] following the 1973 war. It was a 
period of change and a sensitive period. 


lt seems that I suffered extreme exhaustion from the work. From an early age, 
[I have been suffering from several diseases caused prematurely by high 

blood pressure, diabetes and heart ailments. I recall that during this 
critical period I woke up one morning to find myself unable to control any of 
my organs. I couldn't sit, stand or control any of my extremities. For 2 
whole months, I had to stay in bed in a dark room as part of my treatment. 
several months later | could walk with the help of a cane. I then went to 
the United States to be treated at the naval hospital. I was told that I had 
suffered a sudden attack of high pressure which upset the balance mechanism 
and caused a brain clot. Fortunately for me, the clot occurred in a vein 
where the blood was able to bypass or avoid it in its circulation. 
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I became worried when I heard these explanations in the United States. But 
my wife told me. This was also the diagnosis of the Egyptian physicians only 
10 minutes after they had examined you. But they kept the news trom you in 
Egypt. 


The U.S. doctors advised me to retire, despite my relatively young age at 
the time. Finally, they agreed that I spend a full 2-year vacation in a 
Swiss village. They imagined that I was a millionaire as long as I could 
afford treatment at the U.S. naval hospital. I had no alternative but to 
submit to their request. But how could I afford to live in a Swiss village? 
I thought of returning to Egypt and living in Alexandria, considering that I 
have an apartment there and my children could be enrolled in school there. 
No matter what, Alexandria is not as hectic a city as Cairo. 


The tact is that I did repeatedly ask to be relieved as chief editor of 
AL-AHRAM during my illness because it was a matter of life or death to me. 
But the president turned down my request every time. Before going to the 
United States for treatment, I forced myself and went to Aswan, with the 
help of friends, ta ask President al-Sadat to relieve me as chief editor 
of AL-AHRAM because of my health. 


[Question] Your expatriation from Egypt during this period was purely for 
reasons of health? 


[Answer] At the outset it was for health reasons, meaning that I agreed to 
work abroad because I had thought that the job in Kuwait would give me a 
degree of quiet. The truth is that I had received numerous offers from 
Beirut and Algiers. I had had an offer for the job of chief editor of 
AL-"ARABI in 1972 when the 1972 events took place and when the journalists 
and writers petition was presented. The late president ordered the transfer 
of 90 journalists to the information organization at the time. I found it 
necessary to write an article underlining my protest of the action and 
adding my name to those expelled From the press corps. It was at that time 
that I received the offer. But President al-Sadat reinstated all of us just 
days before the 1973 war. Naturally, I declined the offer at the time. 

3ut when friends in Kuwait learned in 1975 that I was sick, they renewed 
their offer, believing that supervising a monthly cultural magazine is some 
sort of a quiet job in a very calm country. I asked President al-Sadat for 
his approval at the time and he agreed on the condition that I continue 
writing my weekly article in AIL-AHRAM. He told me verbatim: You are aware 
of the rumors being circulated against us. You must write so that it does 
not appear that you are leaving in anger or that you have fallen out of favor. 
I left on this basis and AL-AHRAM continued to publish my article. But a 
new political element entered the picture in 1977 and AL-AHRAM stopped 
publishing my weekly article, ‘Sunday Talk," on orders [from higher circles]. 


Political Disagreement Over Numerous Issues 
[Question] What the Egyptian political man-in-the-street knows is that 


President al-Sadat was pained at your presence in Kuwait in the middle of a 
severe campaign of criticism that he was facing. It seems that he blamed you 
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tor standing silent in the face of that campaign. Perhaps this was actually 
reason behind the suspended publication of your articles? 


iAnswer| The article directly responsible for my being banned may not have 
been the real reason. But it was the immediate reason. Dr Mustafa Khalil 
had just formed his cabinet. The structure of the cabinet was announced, with 
the Ministry of Culture missing from it. I hastened to write a "Sunday Talk" 
irticle under the title of "To the New Prime Minister." It was an article 
violently opposed to the abolition of the Ministry of Culture. Perhaps 
hrough the issue of culture, the article severely criticized many things in 
the country. This was the last article published by AL-AHRAM. The 
publication of my articles was banned after that article. But the reason for 
the ban, in my estimation, was my opposition to many other general policies. 
Even the silence dictated was not acceptable. What was wanted was either 
upport or punishment and a complete ban on publication, meaning that whoever 
floes not support will not be published at all, even if writing on the 


plest issues. The ban in this case was not aimed against the article but 


against the writer himself. This was one of the most serious forms of 
ensorship known in Egypt. 


[Question] We know that you have always supported a journalist's right to 
broad. But we also know that you have some observations on this issue. 


\aswer]| In principle, it is the journalist's right to write anywhere he 
wants. t is not true that the rule is that whoever writes inside Egypt is a 
patr.ot and whoever writes outside it is not. What is important is what is 
written and in the interest of what issue it is written. A writer may, 

while in Egypt, sell his sould to the devil and may become a mere 

instrument for flattering the authority at the expense of the people. A 
writer outside of Egypt may do the same and sell his soul to another devil 
There may also be in Egypt the writer who writes honorably or maintains his 
‘e honorably. There may be outside of Egypt those who have emigrated 
bly or willingly and who still write honorably, carrying their cause 


ber of those who have betrayed the profession outside of Egypt is 
uch less than those who have betrayed it in Egypt. Place is not the 


he unpaigns that tried to depict all those who have written outside of 
dissidents against Egypt are not true. The charge of "attacking 


| ' must not be made offhandedly and we must agree once and for all that 
whoever attacks an Egyptian ruler or an Egyptian regime does not attack 
No individual, party or organization has the right to consider itself 
the embodiment of Egypt and consider whoever attacks it an attacker against 
itself. Fven Louis XIV, who is famous for the phrase "I am the state," 
tid the "state," meaning the authority, and did not say 'I am the people, 


im the homeland or I am France." The emigration of politicians, writers 
ind even prophets has been known throughout the ages of history, when it is 
irpose of averting definite harm or the means for saying or doing 
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After acknowledging this general principle, accountability follows--individual 
accountability according to the situation. This is the accountability of 

the journalist who has remained patriotic, that is, has written in the 
interest of his homeland even though opposing the regime, and the 
accountability of the journalist who has turned his emigration into a 
business. The accountability in this case comes before the judiciary, 

before the reader, who is the real judge, and before the public conscience. 


The entire world knows the emigration of writers, even their voluntary 
emigration. 


In the wake of the Spanish Civil War and World War II, numerous American 
writers emigrated to Europe to criticize their country and society, and not 
just their country's policy, out of conscientious conviction. Hemingway, 
Steinbeck and Richard Wright made a great name for themselves in voluntary, 
not compulsory, exile. So what do you think when the case involves writers 
who are banned from writing in their country? 


Besides, Egypt has advisers, judges, doctors, university professors, engineers 
and workers in the Arab world. Why are only journalists denied this 
emigration? Egypt's pioneering role in the Arab world extends from the judge 
to the writer, to the artist, to the teacher and to the worker. 


I once asked that journalists be treated equally with dancers. A dancer is 
permitted to dance in London one week and in Cairo another week, whereas the 
journalist is not allowed the same freedom. I am not denigrating dancers but 


why is a journalist's conscience suspected more strongly than that of a 


dancer's? 

These campaigns were in fact an attempt to extend the iron vice of the "single 
opinion" even outside the borders and to slander opponents in opinion with 
cheap personal accusations. 


He who serves outside of Egypt honorably is better than he who steals [from] 
Egypt's people and says" I ama patriot. 


Naturally, I am not defending everybody. There are those who have misused 
their presence abroad just as there are those who have misused their 
proximity to power. I am speaking of the principle. 


The rule on which no doubts must be cast and that must not be circumvented is 
the rule that it is not important where you say what you say but that what is 


important is what you say and the impartiality of what you say. 


Feypt and Noninfluence From Abroad 


[Ouestion] But is writing outside of Egypt capable of being a force of 

change at home? What is your opinion of those who work for the interest of 
other states? 

[Answer] I have stated my opinion of those who work for the interest of other 
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ites. As for the ability to influence Egypt, Egypt cannot be influenced 
at ail trom abroad, meaning that there is no Arab broadcasting station or 
Arab press that can influence Egypt internally. The influence of the 
gyptian writer abroad is small, simply because he cannot reach the broad 
masses. This is perhaps because Egypt is the biggest Arab state and since 
the days of Muhammad 'Ali Pasha and the rise of the modern state to the 
present, Egypt has been the leader of the rest of the Arab world. Egypt has 
led its Arab world when independent, when occupied by the British, when 
invading, with its forces at the gates of Constantinople, and when invaded, 
with its Sinai occupied by the Israelis. 


When it was under British occupation, Egypt was the refuge of Arab political 
leaders and the center of Arab world liberation offices that emerged in the 
wake of World War I. It was a refuge for the leaders of that age who had 
worked with Lawrence and Lord Allenby and who liberated Syria and Lebanon and 
all that was known by the name of Greater Syria. 


those leaders--Tawtiq ‘Abd al-Hadi, Akram Zu'aytir, Hashim al-Atasi, 
Shukri al-Quwwatli and others--operated from Egypt and Egypt was the point and 
center of their underground coordination. 


keypt was even the ftirst to open a theater. What is surprising is that the 
man who opened the theater was Abu Khalil al-Qabbani, a Syrian who could not 
tind a stage to perform on except in Egypt. It is no coincidence that 

numerous Lebanese families came to Fgypt and set up press establishments in 


it during the days of Khedive Isma'il. Egypt has always been the center of 
influence 


What [ want to say is that Egypt cannot be influenced from abroad. This is 
why it is better for the Egyptian writer to write a single line in Egypt than 
to write LO,OOO lines abroad, that is, of course, if he can publish, especially 
Since I believe that the task of the writer and journalist in a country like 
ours extends to enlightenment generally. What I mean is that if I had the 
Opportunity to write on history and geography I would do so. History and 
seography can be written from one thousand and one angles. I remember that 
during the March 1954 crisis, at the outset of the revolution, censorship 
was very strict. So I decided to write on Egypt's history and wrote a 
number of chapters that I later published in a book entitled "Days With 
History.’ Insofar as the reader was concerned, the book was very successful 
listic piece of work. The book was also politically important 

within the framework of the enlightenment role I am talking about. The 

storical articles stated simply that this country deserves a democratic 
system because a constitutton is not new to it, parliament is not new to it 
and public liberties are not new to it. 


Since the time of the revolution, I have had a simple plan insofar as writing 
is concerned: If the issue is an issue on which I can fully express my 
opinion levelly and responsibly, then I will deal with it. 














Journalistic Writing and Underscoring Positions 


I have never written to underscore a heroic position. I write so that what I 
want to say can be published. If this is impossible, and it has been 
impossible at times since the start of the revolution, then I have two 
options: Either remain silent or abstain from writing for a long time. 

The state has understood this position and I have not been punished for it. 
The journalist in Egypt is not at all compelled to resort to hypocrisy. The 
only tax a man has to pay for this attitude is not to want anything from the 
governuent. I consider this a fundamental condition for the journalist who 
wants to preserve his independence. This is a modest tax because in other 
countries a journalist is jailed or executed without trial, whereas this has 
never happened in our country. 


Whenever it has been impossible to write on politics, I have written on 
other {fssues which I believe to be of the essence of politics. For example, 
when I was an editor in AL-~-AHRAM I wrote a series of articles entitled 
"Toward Drawing Up New Map for Egypt" in which I discussed nearly 
everything preoccupying the state, beginning with the problem of overcrowded 
Cairo, of traffic, of development and of the construction of new cities and 
ending with the problem of expanding beyond the narrow valley. 


Question] In fact, some of your writings reflect a view that, I am afraid 
to say, is connected with the philosophy of construction and engineering. 


[Answer] This is one of my hobbies. I have an engineering library that 
rivals that of many engineers. I wrote on engineering issues to the extent 
that Dr Mahmud Fawzi, an ex-prime minister, constantly included me in 
pseudo-engineering committees, such as the New Opera House Committee and the 
Committee to replan Luxor. Engineering is a complete science based on a 
comprehensive viewpoint and complete visualization. The engineer's role in 
this science is perhaps the last role. Engineering is a political, economic 
and social science. 


The truth is that I discovered through those numerous committees that we have 
many engineers who are experts in planning and who have studied all these 
sciences. We have very many of these experts but, very regrettably, they are 
not utilized. They meet in committees and present their reports, which are 
ultimately filed away. 


[Question] The idea of expanding beyond the narrow valley to the new 
societies was the focal point of these articles and later became a part of 
President al-Sadat's concept of the dimensions of the problem. 


[Answer] When T wrote these articles, some friends asked me: Why don't you 
write on politics? I answered: This is politics. Politics is not just the 
British, Russians, Americans and Israel. Politics is people's life. The 
truth is that I had a surprise when President al-Sadat wanted to issue the 
October Paper, in which I played a role. Even though many years had passed 
since the publication of these articles, I was surprised by President 
al-Sadat remembering all of them and asking me to summarize them and include 
them altogether in the October Paper. 











[Question] Can we say that Egypt's influential role in the Arab world still 
exists or has the Arab world undergone too many changes? How do you view the 
issue of mutual influence between Egypt and the Arab world at present? 


(Answer}] My statement that Egypt cannot be generally influenced from abroad 
is not an absolute or eternal statement. Egypt was the effective and 
influential force for long periods of time when it was way ahead of the Arab 
world. jut we must not forget that the Arab countries then got their 
independence and progressed by largely varying degrees. 


At one time, the only universities in the Arab world were in Cairo. For 
example, until 10 years ago we could not find any Arab council of ministers 
without at least half of its members coming from among graduates of 
Egyptian universities. This situation has changed now. There are now in 
lraq, tor example, seven universities and each Gulf emirate or state has 
its university. The same has happened as far as the press is concerned. 

At one time, the Egyptian press was in an almost monopolistic position. A 
single copy of AL-~RISALAH AL-ADABITYAH reaching an Arab country 2 months 
after its publication would be in such demand that everybody would try to 
snatch it away. An old Kuwaiti man has told me that when Egypt was split 
into Sa'dists [pro-Sa'd Zaghlul] and 'Adlists [pro-'Adli Pasha] camps, the 
village of Kuwait also split at the time into Sa'dists and ‘Adlists and a 
dispute erupted between the inhabitants because some of them were pro-Sa'd 
and some pro-'Adli. 


But we are now facing a new and developed situation that we must accept and 
welcome--a situation of mutual influence. For example, the large-scale 
Evyyptian emigration to the Arab countries affects the Arab world 
fundamentally on the one hand and, on the other hand, is also affected by 
the environment in which it works. For the first time ever, Egypt is 
experiencing the emigration of millions of workers, engineers and farmers. 
(his emigration is completely different from the emigration of the elite in 
the 1930's when Doctor al-Sanhuri, Dr Mahumud ‘Azmi and Dr Zaki Mubarak went 
to Iraq to take part in establishing Baghdad University. 


Now there are new channels of mutual influence as a result of the large-scale 


Egyptian emigration. 
Emigration of Egyptians to Outside World 


[Question! How do you view the phenomenon of Egyptian emigration to the 
outside world? We how have nearly 2 million Egyptians of various groups 
working abroad. 


Answer] 1 view the current Egyptian emigration as a normal phenomenon, 
especially since the Gulf area has turned into an important attraction for 
other Arab and non-Arab emigrants. The situation is not much different from 
what used to happen in the past. Migrations have taken place throughout human 
history. In anctfent times, the migrations proceeded from the ice-covered 














zones to the temperate zones, from the barren deserts to the fertile valleys, 
from the Asian steppes to the valleys of the Orient, from where there was no 
water to where water was available and from where there was no source of 
livelihood to where such sources were available. 


In our modern age, there are the two phenomena 0i oil and industry. There is 
the emigration to the advanced industrial countries, with the advanced 
northern industrial countries, such as England, France and Germany, 

receiving millions of southern Europeans from Portugal, Spain, Yugoslavia and 
Italy, from Turkey, from the southern Mediterranean and from Algeria and 
Tunisia. 


Human migrations nowadays are attracted by two centers: The first is the 
advanced industrial countries because they need labor and the second is the 
oil areas. These areas are the second point of attraction for these 
migrations at present. This is why the Gulf area and the Arabian 

Peninsula have come to know these migrations, beginning with migrations from 
all parts of the Arab countries and then with an extremely serious Asian 
migration from the highly populated parts of Asia. This migration has 
assumed enormous proportions. Consequently, we find that the Asian 
migrations coming from Korea, India, Pakistan, the Philippines, Singapore and 
Malaysia have actually begun to flood the Gulf and have even reached 
countries with abundant manpower, such as Egypt. Some of the projects set up 
by foreign companies in Egypt have been carried out by Korean workers. 


The Asian migration has flooded these areas because the Asians accept lower 
wages. The fact is that this is a significant issue. It is one of the issues 
on which IT wrote frequently while abroad because I believe that the West's 
short-range plan to the Gulf's oil wealth is the plan embodied in what we 
hear and read about fleets, bases and rapid deployment forces. But there is 
another long-range plan. I am not saying this as a mere opinion but on the 
basis of studies, readings and travel to Europe and the United States in 
particular. The studies conducted by the U.S. institutes say that the 
foreseeable solution for the Gulf problem within the next half century is to 
increase the Asian twanpower in these areas so that the Gulf will lose its 
Arab identity and become a mixed and balanced society, such as Malaysia, for 
example, where there are three or four balanced elements--the Chinese, the 
Malays and so forth. Should this succeed in the Gulf, it will actually turn 
into a population mixture in which the Arabs may become a minority. The oil 
area would thus be "neutralized" insofar as Arab world issues are concerned. 
[ have spoken to the Gulf rulers about this danger and I have written about 
it. There is a justification, of course, and it is a sound one. This is the 
justification of ability, productivity, performance and so forth. However, 

I belfeve that the Peninsula and Gulf rulers shoulder a political responsibility 
and that they must take this responsibility into account when thinking of the 
long run. Labor-exporting countries such is ours must play their role in 
solving the problem because it is no longer difficult for us to set up 
training centers to make up for the skilled labor shortage and to fill the 
gap and eliminate the terrible shortage causing these Asian migrations to the 
Arab oil areas. 








\Question] There are those who believe that the purpose of the Asian emigration 
is to limit the emigration of Egyptians? 


[Answer] Absolutely not. The truth is that what is said in the Egyptian 
press at times about intransigence toward and harassment of the Egyptians 
working abroad is untrue. The figures are the best proof. I may perhaps 
exclude one case, namely, Libya, where Arab labor is harassed. This is 
perhaps because Libya has a special situation or because of a ridiculous 
notion emanating from the fact that Libya is adjacent to Egypt which, of 
course, makes it easy to manipulate the issue of the Egyptian population 
density. But {tf we take Jordan and Iraq as an example, then we must note that 
they are the only two countries that do not allow the entry of any Arab 
citizens without an entry visa, with the exception of the Egyptians. Despite 
the war with Iran, which has led to the closing of the Iraqi-Jordanian 
borders, the limited number of [civilian] aircraft is incapable of dealing 
with the large [passenger] traffic yet, an exception was made for Egyptians. 

[ was in Amman recently and Jordan's calculations are that it will need 
nearly 400,000 new workers, unavailable in Jordan, by the year 1985, 


rccording to the official figures. 
Future of Egyptian-Arab Relations 


(Question] How do you visualize Egyptian-Arab relations in light of the new 
developments we have already discussed and what is required of Egypt and of 
the Arab world in this regard? 


'Answer] There is a political aspect here. I have been hoping and I have 
been always urging the Arab countries to confine their conflicts to 
political aspects only. Had they done so, the Arab world situation would 
probably be better now. However, we have accomplished something significant 
in the sphere of economic integration. This is important and essential. 


1 


[It is the only future for all of the Arab countries. 


can even say that the situation would be a lot better if the Arab countries 
would not put up barriers between the Arab peoples and in the face of their 
old natural means of communication, even if they cannot agree on integration. 
[ will give you two examples: Since our childhood, we have known that there 
is a route between Egypt and Sudan called al-Arba'in. It used to be the 
route of the old caravans and ancient trade. 


Who knows that realistically al-Arba'in route is still not the vitally 

essential route? The two countries have gained their independence but 

‘amel caravans are still moving on this route and families are 

intermarrying, with half the family living in Egypt and the other half in 

Sudan. 

Another example: Who knows that the village of Kardasah, only 5 kilometers 

from al-Haram Street, produced for hundreds of years and is still producing 
tthes for the western desert up to the Tunisian borders? There are 

umerous such villages on the periphery between the delta and the desert 

and in Upper Egypt in the south. Up to Abu Qirqas and Akhmim, there are 











tens of similar Egyptian villages to which caravans come at certain times of 
the year to purchase cloth material and bolts of cloth and to present their 
requests tor new quantities needed in 3 months or 6 months, depending on the 
season. 


This activity has been going on for hundreds of years, but I believe that 
the obstacles the bedouins face now in the wake of the Libyan-Egyptian 
dispute are much greater than before. 


The same goes for Syria and Iraq. Aleppo used to be the center for Iraq's 
foreign trade and the fundamental source of cloth material for Iraq. 


Now whenever disagreement erupts between the two countries, the Syrian-Iraqi 
borders are closed. Thus, the importance of this ancient Arab artery has 
dwindled. 


At one time, when relations between the Arab countries became tense, and this 
tension has virtually been the rule in recent years, I proposed that the 

Arab League appoint a technical secretary general who is an expert in 
planning and who has a political viewpoint, because politically, the Arab 
League has no power to make a political decision without the approval of the 
Arab governments. So, let the secretariat undertake this task and let the 
Arab League turn to discussing and planning other economic problems and 
projects, such as communications and telephone networks, and to serving 

Arab integration truly and in freedom from the political differences, 

as we see happening in Europe. In Europe, they disagree and a crisis may 
erupt between the French president, the German prime minister and the Italian 
prime minister. Yet, the EEC laws continue to be in force and the joint 
projects continue to be implemented. Regrettably, we have not reached this 
Stage yet. 


[Question] How long will the Arab oil last and what is the future of this 
area when the oil is depleted? Can the Arab oil actually be an instrument of 
comprehensive development? Even though some estimates say that the oil will 
not last more than 50 years, we still don't find real development in these 
[oil] countries at a time when we hope that development will be common. 


[Answer] The durability of the proven oil reserves generally varies from one 
Arab country to another. The minimum is 40 years, which is not a long time, 
and the maximum is 100 years for certain. With continued development in oil 
technology, the potential for oil discoveries has improved. What we see at 
present is that the advanced Western countries want to diversify their oil 
sources so that they are not the captive of and threatened by a certain 
veographic area. Therefore, it is no coincidence that all the recent oil 
discoveries have been made in Mexico, the Caribbean, Nigeria and Niger, 

that is, west of the Suez Canal. The scientific and technological emphasis 
has been on turning toward the open seas and oceans. Oil will remain a 
strategic commodity for a long time. But [ say that there are two phases for 
Arab oil. At present, it is an important commodity and a weapon. What I 
mean is that the world will face a bottleneck in the next 10 years and oil 
can be used as a tremendous force of pressure for a period of 10-15 years. 
After these 10 years, the world will be able to find alternatives to oil, 
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beginning with nuclear energy, coal and coal oxide [presumably oil shale] 
and ending with new oil discoveries. Arab oil will then no longer be a 
weapon that can be used in support of Arab causes, for example. But it will 
continue to be a source of wealth for at least 100 years to come because it 
will continue to be a high-priced commodity in demand for a long period. 

As to the statement that oil is not being used for development, this is not 
true. Of course, there is a lot of waste. But if we take Iraq as an 
example, we find that it is undergoing development in all spheres. 


In the initial period after its independence, Algeria rushed toward large- 
scale industrialization and it began to face the problem we faced at one 
time, namely, that all funds are employed in big industries when it wanted 
to shift the focus to other projects, such as agriculture, for example. 


Kuwait has also made great progress and is now turning into an enormous 
financial center, and so is Bahrain. 


50, there are efforts for development and investment. But when we talk 
economic integration, even regional integration in a single area--which 
is easy to realize and can save a lot of time--the terrible failure becomes 
evident. If we take the UAE as an example, we find that there has been 
competition for projects in this state, which is a federation of seven 
emirates, and we find one airport a 10-minute drive from another and one 

port a 15-minute drive from another. If there were coordination and a 
different logic, the money spent would have been able to produce more 
beneticial results. There has been conflict in the projects set up in these 
areas. Perhaps the best example is that of the drydock projects. Each state 
and each emirate has been preoccupied with building such a project. 


Proper Use ot Arab Money 


[Question] The problem is that the Arabs, who posses enormous finances have 
'e so far to use the Arab Monies in a manner that supports their 

role in this world. We find that the Arab monies, which are almost the 

backbone of the world, are aimless and without an identity. What is your 


Oopinton of Arab finances? 


[Answer] This is because money, like any other commodity, can only move when 
somebody 1s directing it, meaning that the human element is the most 
important and will continue to be the most important element. It is always 
said that when a law is promulgated it cannot implement itself by itself and 
that there has to be somebody to direct it. The same applies to money. 

There is no doubt that the Arab countries have but a small legacy of 
experience in this field. They have neither the experience of Western 

oney, which was able to create the industrial revolution, nor the 

experience of Jewish money, which has been able to mobilize all the European 
lews in the interest of Jewish immigration to Palestine. 


We must also not forget that all this oil wealth amounts to nothing when 


compared with the national income figures of the advanced industrial 








countries. Industry is the factor governing the world at present, especially 
since the industrial countries are also advanced agricultural countries. 


According to the calculations of all economists, the United States and 
Canada, by virtue of their being the two biggest wheat producers, within 10 
years will enjoy a power of pressure greater than that of the pressure of 
nuclear bombs and weapons and oil. For example, when the United States wants 
to punish the Soviet Union, it refrains from selling the Soviets wheat. The 
entire world is currently suffering from the problem of food, which is 
intensifying year after year. 


Therefore, there is an extreme failure of visualization on the part of the 
Arabs because they have squandered economic integration. Here we discover 

the seriousness of the problem. If we take Sudan as an example, we find that 
volumes have been written and that every institute has said that if Sudan 

were utilized agriculturally it would produce as much as Canada. If 
al-Jazirah lands between the Syrian desert and Iraq were cultivated, the 
problem of food would be solved not only in the Arab world but also in areas 
beyond. But these projects need economic integration and lots of Arab money, 
money that would perhaps be safer if invested in Sudan and in the Arab world's 
infrastructure projects, such as communications and ports. 


These spheres ere safer for Arab money, and I believe that the Iranian 
experience preved this point when Carter froze the Iranian assets despite the 
fact that the United States is the leader of the free economy. The Arabs 
must learn that the safest places for the investment of their monies are the 
Arab countries and integration projects because it would not be easy for any 
Arab country to freeze Arab monies. 


[Question] In your opinion, how can the presence of Arab money in the Arab 
area be achieved? 


[Answer] I believe that it is safer and more behooving for Arab money to be 
invested in the Arab countries instead of in Europe and the United States. 

The problem of investment of Arab money in Egypt dates back to the post~-Camp 
David period. A sharp division erupted between Egypt and the Arab countries 
in the wake of Camp David and it was thought that everything would come to a 
halt in the wake of this severe estrangement. In fact, we find that since the 
Baghdad summit, which was the summit of estrangement with Egypt, the number of 
Fgyptian workers in all the Arab countries has tripled and that the 
Alexandria-Kuwait Bank, the Faysal Islamic Bank, the Abu Dhabi Bank and the 
Arab Bank, Ltd. have been opened in Egypt. The Arab Bank, Ltd. was 
nationalized during the Egyptianization of foreign banks in Egypt. I was 
against its nationalization and I wrote at the time that the nationalization 
of an Arab bank conflicted with the calls for Arab unity projected at that 
time and led by us. 


Let us return to the issue of the Arab investor in Egypt. It is my personal 
view that the Arab investor in Egypt should be dealt with as an Egyptian 
investor, that is, 100 percent like any Egyptian citizen. This is beneficial 
to both sides, to the Egyptian economy on the one hand and to the Arab 
investor on the other. 
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[Question] And what is the current position of the Arab investor who takes his 
money to the end of the world rather than bring them to Egypt? 


[Answer] Fairness urges us to say that the Arab investor has numerous 
observations regarding the investment laws in force in Egypt. Some investors 
demand greater concessions and others demand that there be some restrictions 
so that there may be a degree of freedom for all. 


Discrimination Between Arab and Foreign Investor 


[Question] How are they demanding some restrictions and do you have any 
examples? 


[Answer] I cannot remember many precise details but, for example, I have 

just returned from the Arab countries where I have met numerous investors. 
When they learned that President Mubarak plans to convene a conference of 
economists, they gave me . message in the form of a proposal: Why shouldn't 

a number of investors attend this conference, even as observers? Why shouldn't 
at least 10 of them attend it? Another proposal is: Why shouldn't a 
conference be held in Egypt for Arab investors so that they can discuss all 
these issues? I believe that one organization or another can perform this 
role and actually listen to what they have to say. It is also certain that 
thousands of bureaucratic complications have stopped numerous projects of 
major importance to Egypt. Some Arab investors feel that there has been a 
«ind of discrimination between the Arab investor and the foreign investor. 
Despite this climate and these complications and discrimination, we know that 
the enormous Taikha fertilizers project is a Kuwaiti-Egyptian project and that 
the capital of the SUMED [Suez-Mediterranean] pipeline, which is one of the 
strategic projects, is also Kuwaiti-Egyptian capital. 


I want to also point out that the Egyptian side has numerous observations 
regarding the position of the Arab investor in Egypt. All this must be 
discussed to facilitate the flow of Arab money into Egypt. 


[Question] But the question is: Whence does this flaw in the relationship 
emanate and who is responsible? 


[Answer] There should have been in Egypt an organization of high-level 
expertise. This is a purely economic project because it is one that sells 
and markets its studies and opinions. I remember that the Bank of Egypt did 
think of this project but it seems that the idea was not implemented. The 
most important aspect of the issue of the investment of Aiab and foreign 
capital in Egypt its to have ready and well-studied projects presented to the 
investor so that he can begin their implementation immediately. We shouldn't 
tell people, come invest here in Egypt, and stop. The investment law can be 
complemented by an organization expert of the kind I am talking about. 


Real Security and State of Balance 


[Question] What are the priorities facing President Mubarak, as you see them? 
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[Question] Immediately on assuming power and in his first speech, President 
Mubarak gave clear signals, telling everyone that we are facing a new stage 
and that the most important features of this stage are national 
reconciliation, national detente and the opening of the door to a legitimate 
multiplicity of opinions within the limits of set rules. I had urged this 
earlier. It is certain that al-Sadat's assassination has proven to all of us 
that the suppression of all but one opinion achieves an outward appearance 

of calm and tranquillity but not security in its true sense. True 

security is built on a state of real balance in society's social and economic 
structure. The issue doesn't end at the limits of the president's first 
speech. The president has actually backed up his speech with his dialogue 
with the opposition, with his release of =.litical detainees and with his 
reinstatement of journalists and university professors who were transferred 
from their positions. I expect that the vemaining transferred journalists 
and university professors will be reinstated in their jobs shortly. In the 
case of dismissal, proof, not suspicion or heresay, is supposed to be the 
rule. The rule must also be that any person not indicted with a specific and 
open charge over which a judiciary authority has jurisdiction has the right to 
return to his job immediately. I know that ruling is not an easy one. 

This is why, whenever I have written on any issue, I have put myself in the 
position of the official in charge so that what I say will be objective. 

[ have been constantly telling people that it is not enough for the head of 
state in any regime in this world to sit behind his office and sign decisions 
for things to change. 


[Question] You have returned from the Arab world after a tour of many of the 
Arab capitals. How does President Husni Mubarak's image seem to be in these 
capitals? 


[Answer] I have, by pure chance, visited a number of Arab capitals recently. 
[ have, of course, been in Kuwait, Iraq, Jordan and, finally, Tunisia. 

Within the limits of my contacts, I can say that there is a strong 
understanding of President Husni Mubarak's position. Without going into 
detail, I can say that President Mubarak's image is defined in four aspects: 


In the Arab world, there is a state of optimism about President Mubarak's 
assumption of power. 


I have felt that the officials in the Arab capitals that I have visited 
understand extremely well the difficult and complex task facing President 
Mubarak in Egypt at present. 


President Mubarak has visited these Arab countries on various missions and 
has dealt with their leaders. Consequently, there are direct dealings with 
him on the one hand and there is a good impression about him personally. 


In Iraq, in particular, I discovered a fact of which I had not been aware, 
namely, that President Husni Mubarak worked there for a time as the 
commander of an Egyptian air force unit stationed in al-Habbaniyah base 
during the rule of President ‘Abd al-Rahman ‘Arif. There is a number of 
[raqi officers who dealt with him directly. Upon completing his mission 
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there, President Mubarak was given a cordial sendoff by comrades in arms, who 
still remember him as a unique phenomenon. 


Generally, there is a constant feeling in the Arab world t*1it whatever 
nappens in Egypt, whether negative or positive, has its impact on the Arab 
countries. Egypt is the leading state and a leading state infects other 
States. Egypt is still contagious, both in its virtues and its shortcomings. 
[ remember an anecdote in this regard: When Mamduh Salim reshuffled his 
‘abinet, the Arab press emerged carrying the minutest details about the 
minister ousted from and the minister included in the cabinet. The Egyptian 
imbassador [not further identified] contacted me to express his annoyance 
with this coverage of such minute details in this manner. I remember that I 
picked up the paper [not further identified] and found that it contained in 
its inner pages an extremely important report on Algeria when Boumediene 
formed a cabinet which did not include some important ministers. To my mind, 
this report was more important than all the details concerning the Egyptian 
cabinet because it signified a serious situation in Algeria, whereas the 
Egyptian cabinet reshuffle was an ordinary one. However, this is Egypt's 
role. This big country must pay a price and this price might be an assault 
against it. But it is definite that because of its size and its status, 
Eeyvpt's news is of interest to all Arabs. We know everything about England 
and France but who among you knows the name of the prime minister of the 
Netherlands or of Belgium? This is the price that a big country pays. 


The Arab citizen knows the name of every Egyptian politician, writer and 
irtist. Interest has to be coupled with either assault or defense. 


Priorities Facing Mubarak 


[Question] Let us return to the issue of the prior es facing President 
Mubarak. What are these priorities? 

\nswer! The economic priority is the fundamental one. This priority needs 
to be studied. I wouldn't like to miss noting here that President Mubarak 


has actually begun some of these priorities--releasing detainees, the 
inclination toward a climate of public liberties and the inclination toward 


u 


ighting corruption and toward letting the law take its course. 


he ftundamental rule is that when people are experiencing econcmic problems, 
ji {ce and equality must prevail Before talking of the priorities, I 
would like to say that | fear that obstacles will be placed in the face of 
this inclination in the name of stability. It is a political principle that 

| must survive first and then implement the political principles I want. 

I hope that some elements will not use security and stability as a pretext to 


freeze matters that have led Egyptian society into a bottleneck and a state 


t tension. 


Question} What are the postponed issues on President Mubarak's agenda? 


[Answer| The first of these issues is that of laying down agreed-on bases 
the Egyptian economy. We must acknowledge that the negative aspects 











have begun to swallow and overcome the positive aspects. The issues of 
treedom and of dealing with corruption lead as matter-of-fact issues that 
must exist in any action in a healthy, secure and stable climate. Then comes 
the economic problem. Here we find that the negative aspects are 

reflected in the numerous laws and legislation that have created a state of 
economic chaos completely lacking all sense of order. We have ended up in a 
Situation that has no specific economic name. 


These issues also include revived interest in the demands of the more needy 
and the broader groups. Let us return to the agenda. There is a need to 
reexamine all the unconstitutional laws issued in Egypt, whether by the state, 
the parliament or popular referendums. The Supreme Constitutional Court's 
role and jurisdiction must be restored to it. 


If a law is unconstitutional, then hor. it is issued will not make it correct, 
even if it is issued by popular referendum, by parliamentary legislation or 
by any other means. Ps 


Another issue that I put on the agenda is the issue of restoring Egypt to 
its original and natural place in the nonalignment and national independence 
movement insofar as foreign policy is concerned. 


Imposing Economic Status Quo 


[here is an issue that deserves great attention, namely, the issue of laying 
down stable and agreed-upon bases for the Egyptian economy 


In my estimation, the Egyptian economy has positive and negative aspects. 


But I belteve that the negative aspects have begun to swallow and overcome 
the positive aspects. Procedurally, there are the numerous laws, regulations 
and legislation encountered by the citizen. They have reached the point 
where the citizen concerned doesn't know what the truth is. I have asked an 
Egyptian official: Do you know exactly what governs you in your work at the 
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Cairo airport customs office? I personally didn't know. At times I asked 
the embassy or the trade attache, because these are the questions that the 
ordinary citizen asks. The answer was: I don't know. This is economic 
chaos and not an economic system with a specific name. Each economic system 
with a name has its virtues and its shortcomings. But we have ended up in a 
situation that has no specific economic name. This doesn't mean that we 
Should confine ourselves within the limits of a narrow program. I am only 
trying to point out the features of the formulated economic poiicy. It is 
enough to cite as an example--and this is something unprecedented in the 
world or in history--the decree stipulating the payment of certain fees and 
taxes in dollars. This is unprecedented in history. First, this decree is 
unconstitutional, even if issued by a thousand parliaments. It has never 
happened in the history of the world that a sovereign state asks its 
citizens to pay the taxes they owe tneir state in the currency of another 
State. Such a thing will never happen again. When the state did this, 
landlords began to demand that their tenants pay in dollars, doctors began 
to demand their fees in dollars, some prominent lawyers began to demand their 








iid In dollars and so forth. I know of a major American firm whose 
ided thit it pay its rent in dollars. The company's Egyptian 
rned thi mpany that such payment could be unconstitutional because 
t (presumably the decree] is definitely unconstitutional. The company told 
the lawyer: hank you, you have done your job and duty but we will pay 
lollars}]. These economic laws and decrees have been issued with total 
tlessness and without any study and are extremely controversial. 


‘ . ' ] . YD 2 ' 
What is the use the presence of a parliament? Reassurance doesn't come 


trom the law itself, regardless of what the law is, but from the absence of 
r ind the presence of a parliament mean that the executive authority 
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Approve the decree, that the cabinet meets and agrees on it and that it is 
then sent to the parliament to be modified and amended. Meanwhile, the 
‘comes aware of the decree. Regarding this law and our strange 
itradictions cannot ‘forget that one of the Egyptian papers emerged one 
irrying in the middls ' its front page a report saying: Implementation 
it ot fees f lollars begun as of the middle of last night. 
went t Y/ that people arriving at Cairo airport without any 
were cau by surprise by the decree and they were allowed to go 
ustoms department to purchase dollars and return to pay their 
me pape irried on its third page a report saying that a 
were arrested outside Cairo airport selling dollars. The 
YT irried both reports in the same edition on the same day as if each 
led in a different country! One official permits the purchase of 
ther offictal few meters away arrests people for purchasing 
! is meat that we have reached a degree of economic chaos that has 
tiv, the top priority is actually that of correcting this 
WAY say that the Egyptian economy is like a sick man over 


¥ eon | tor treatment there is no disagreement. What this means is that 
rom the extreme right and from the extreme left. This 
whie is Sick in bed and you bring in a medical board to treat 
Ji) iot di ‘rree on whether this or that injection is 
lisagreement begins when the patient stands on 
valks. t is then that the doctors may disagree on what the 
[after curing the economy] disagree on 
take this direction or that direction. The need 
le. What is required is that the problems be 
it soluti fit to last for a period of time be formulated for 


Ze rpa ’ his lite around these fundamental aspects for a 





itizen, the foreign investor and the landlord are 
the mi riorities and t just to political liberties. 
h ntained lear indications that regardless of 
ituation is, attention will be devoted to the 
t we ' ne needier and broader groups because they should 
t t without weapon to defend themselves. Naturally, 
rit id the state ictually begun working on this 
' t the a ja, without rushing it. This is 
' titutio ws, regardless of whether 








issued by tne estate, the , arliament or referendum and of restoring the 
Constituc ‘tonal Court's power to judge the unconstitutionality of these laws 
freely and . partially. Te is understood that the constitution can be 

amended by the means stipulated in the constitution itself. But when a law is 
unconstitutional, then the way in which it is issued cannot make it correct, 
whether it is issued by a popular referendum, by parliamentary consensus or in 
any other way. This is the difference between the constitution and any other 
law. I believe that this is one of the most important issues. However, it 

iS a long and ever-present i{ssue because it is connected with numerous spheres. 


The third issue, one to which President Husni Mubarak did actually refer in 
his inaugural speech, is that of restoring Egypt to its normal place in the 
nonalignment movement insofar as foreign policy is concerned. Egypt was one 
of the three countries that built the nonalignment and national independence 
movement. This movement has actually changed and any newly independent 
country tinds itself a nonaligned country. This means that the movement has 
been more successful than was expected. There are now more than 100 
nonaligned countries and everything is being involved with this movement and 
is said to be a matter of nonalignment just because of affiliation with a 
certain bloc. It is as if you are getting married into a certain family. 
Personally, President Mubarak's statements on this issue in his inaugural 
speech have attracted my attention. Naturally, this is an issue that 
concerns Egypt's Arab, international and foreign policy and its international 
commitments. Consequently, it is a long-range issue that starts now and 
never ends, meaning that it is an ever-present issue. 


luestion}] Do you really think that the Israelis will withdraw on 25 April 
aid what are your feelings on this issue? What are your feelings on the 
levelopments that have occurred in Israel's structure from within? Are thes: 


levelopments positive in their entirely or are they not positive in their 


itirely, espectally since you are one of the main students of Israeli 
Yclety? 
[Answer ] [ believe that the problem of speculating on these issues lies in 


the fact that you have to think with the mentality of the decision maker on 
the side and not with your own mentality. But if I think with my own mind 
yr with the mind of the world press, then [| imagine that Israel will be 
ompelled to withdraw on schedule in April because this is an international 
mnitment and perhaps the only international commitment that Israel will 
ive respected in its history. Its failure to respect this commitment will 


ike a very big ditference for it and will be a major turning point in the 
eve ff the world. President al-Sadat's assassination has put Israel under 
ficial international pressure and under enormous pressure from world »ublic 
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pinion to implement at least this part of the treaty. I believe that what 


tA 


» by failing to withdraw would exceed a hundred times what it 


raed WOULC LOSE 
rain. lt Israel thinks of not withdrawing, this would be a major tolly 
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estion| Therefore, I don t think that there is any justification for the 


vyptian negotiator to submit to any opposing pressure under the illusion 
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Answer] The Egyptian side considers the withdrawal axiomatic and 
indubitable, acts on this basis and looks beyond. 


Vielence, Surprise and Begin's Popularity 


‘Question] Can you tell us something about the developments that have taken 
place in the structure of Israeli society? 


[Answer] It is obvious that Begin knows--and this is the gist of the 
evaluation of the United States itself, to which I have made a long visit 
during which I met with a large number of officials--that this is the last 
cabinet and last chapter in his political life by virtue of his age, health 
and other considerations. Consequently, it will be difficult to reach an 
understanding with Menachem Begin on anything other than what he wants because 
he wants to enter history. Ben Gurion, the man who established the Jewish 
state, has entered history and Begin is the man who has preserved Israel's 
land historically. This is one point in Begin's thinking. The other point 
is that it has been proven to Begin by experience that the policy of firmness 
and violence make him more popular in Israel. This is a bad sign that must 
be reflected in our evaluation of Israeli public opinion. We lived many 
years in which we were told that with time Israeli public opinion would tend 
to relax and shed its tenseness. But it has been proven that this anctent 
complex of the persecution suffered by the Jewish people for thousands of 
years and the bitter desire to take revenge against the entire world--the 
latest victims of this revenge being the Arabs, even though the Arabs have 
not persecuted the Israelis--is still strong in the hearts of the Jews. 
Consequently, Begin has found that his popularity rises when he insults 
Helmut Schmidt, when he insults d'Estaing and when he reiterates that Western 
Europe permitted the massacres against the Jews. He also finds his 
popularity rising when he annexes the Golan or when he attacks the Iraqi 
nuclear reactor. Therefore, we can say that the Israeli people, excluding a 
minority of intellectuals who write, read, deliver speeches and travel 
around, is still more strongly inclined toward violence, vengeance and hatred 
ind that ultimately the Israeli people are inclined toward fanaticism and 
violence. Begin tried this in his recent attack on Ronald Reagan--an attack 
unprecedented in the history of relations between two countries. But here 
the calculations differ because Begin is telling the United States something 
to the effect that "we owe you nothing and we are not a vassal state" at a 
time when every Israeli knows the extent of Israel's reliance on the United 


States. 


[Question] We want to know your view regarding what may pve called the 

partisan crisis or the crisis of the major Israeli parties. Does this crisis 

reflect anything? 

[Answer] It is evident that Israel's problem at present does not lie so 

muci in Menachem Begin's strength as it does in the Labor Party's weakness. 

[he Labor Party coalition established the state and ruled it for a third of 
tury. The Labor Party's image seems to be the image of a party that has 

‘id and has completed its task. At times, a man, a party or an 


rzanization comes to an end by succeeding, that is, by exhausting its 











purposes In one way or another. Consequently, the Labor Party has developed 
all the features of an old party: Division, personal disputes and severe 
intighting. We must know that Israeli personal disputes have always been a 
part of the Israeli structure and that they are violent in the extreme. 
Menachem Begin's firm base is very small but he is in a position that allows 

m to embark on some resonant actions through which he can gain popularity. 
This is why this popularity is fluid, rising one day and falling the next, 
depending on Begin's decision. What I mean is that Begin attacks Schmidt, 
strikes the Traqi nuclear reactor and declares the annexation of the Golan 
and, consequently, his popularity rises skyhigh. But because the public is 
not completely Begin's public and because it is not fully convinced by all his 
policies, philosophies and inclinations, his popularity shrinks markedly as a 
result. Actually, Begin gains superiority in Israeli public opinion through 
what we might call "guerrilla warfare," meaning that he deals a blow and 
gains point and so forth. Naturally, Israel will face in 1982 a serious 
domestic problem in its political structure. Since its rise, the strongest 
card Israel has had in its hand insofar as the United States is concerned is 
that it has been able to tell the Americans: You can predict that the 

el you know now will be the same Israel 10 years from now. It is not 

important who the prime minister or the Knesset speaker will be because the 
ieatures of the state will remain the same as they are. But you cannot 
predict what the state of the Arab world will be in 10 years. Therefore, 1 
man element of stability. But I believe that with the onset of 1982, 
there has been a feeling that Israel is approaching profound internal changes. 
Various studies and research have actually begun. For the first time ever, 
an opinion has emerged among Israeli intellectuals, and even among ordinary 
people, in favor of changing the system of election by lists which bring too 
many parties into the Knesset, to the conventional system of election by 
districts, thus reducing the number of parties in the Knesset from 12 to 3, 


, 
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+ or 5 so that one can gain a clear majority, because the present election 
tem has prevented the formation of a single non-coalition cabinet from 
the time of Israel's establishment to the present. 


‘lan Decision Can Be Withdrawn 


Ouestion] In a previous symposium, Dr Mustafa Khalil expressed the new view 
that the Palestinian problem will not be settled at all without settlenent of 
th Colan problem because if the Palestinian problem is settled, President 
d's negotiating position will be weak. Dr Khalil has also said that 
less of how strongly we urge the moderate PLO elements, they will not 
to move because of Syrian domination and the heavy shadows this 
fon. Do you subscribe to this view at all? 


he 
L)¢ 
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natton ists on the situat 


Answer] Insofar as the Zionist creed and [Israeli policy are concerned, the 


Olan was the last territory the Israelis were thinking of annexing because 
represents international borders, like the Sinai, and because the Israeli 
no historical claim to it. But in fact, the Golan will be the most 


lifficult issue for realistic and security reasons. I believe that regardiess 
t what decisions Israel takes, we should not forget that in 1956 Israel 
idopted at a historic session of the Knesset a stronger decision to annex the 


imatean dards 1m darlorad hw Ba: . fi. :. J, memidaa a 1 
inal 1 decision declared by Ben Gurion in a resounding speech. 
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elieve that this decision on the Golan can be withdrawn. But 
withdraw it without arrangements that will at least neutralize 
irily. Here, there is a conflicting situation or two 

icts. There is on the one hand the desire of the Israelis to 

in as one of the natural goals of Israeli expansion, even though 


at the bottom of these goals. But on the other hand, there are 


ar as the decision to annex the Golan is concerned. 

nm a prelude to another decision? In my estimation, it is 

iat the Israelis will issue a decision annexing the West Bank 

the negotiating comes, they will cede the Golan because what 

ested in primarily is the West Bank. I believe that Begin has 
annexing the Golan and the West Bank and that when the time 

SO easy on the Golan issue. Begin may have done this to 

nt the Arab issue between those who sav that priority must be 


t liberating the West Bank and Gaza and to the Palestinian issue and 
who say that priority must be given to the Golan. He is thus dragging 
tate into anoviner crisis. 
r yh ‘ .) vypt ian Press 
fon] How do you view the Egyptian press in light of the new legislation 
ivher Pr Ouncil Is this beneficial to the press or not? 
ere is here a part that is easy to answer and a part that requires 
» Studies and thinking. As for the part that is easy to answer, I 
th sition of the press as a fourth estate is an unnatural 
. understand how the press could be a fourth estate! 
power of influence and not a ruling authority. This situation 
, ’ we + ' P 
estr non the press. The phrase "fourth estate" is used 
, _ 2 - - ’ " 
itaity in the world as a term of deference, as when the phrase "her 
t he ) ed in monarchic regimes. This doesn't mean that the 
nor f = - r fo -} he feaine Ot he reac is Aicod 
art, th ra 1s that the issu i the press is raised 
world what we mean is the press in its sense in the Eastern 


i press, which we do not approve, of course, and the 


Ves rn world in its individualistic sense. We find that the 


i: icing severe tribulation, beginning with the competition of 
ich has taken away from this press its financial resources fron 
las taken away its public and has caused the closure of a large 
ibroad. This is in addition to the shift of political 
ind loyalties. For example, we find the owner of a liberal] 
ling his paper to another paper reflecting the views of 
1e owner sells the paper will all its subscribers 
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ire the basis of distribution. What is the opinion of 
vho determines the paper's political line? This is the 
the prot the tive press establishments called the 
’ ndergone so many conditions and 


1W ! l If tfici » | posit i ms that it real ly needs 





be reexamined, studied and discussed. I say that there is a very big 
difference between legal provisions and implementation of the laws. If we 
examine the constitutional provisions concerning fundamental human rights, we 
will not find much difference between the Soviet constitution and the U.S. 
Constitution. The national papers are owned by the state or by the 
Consultative Council. The question is: What is the nature of the state 
ownership and how does the owner exercise his ownership? 


The truth fs that the state ownership rights are not exercised. For example, 
the nationalization law in accordance with which the state's ownership of the 
press was established requires a newspaper's board of directors to submit the 
paper's budget to the minister of information. But I have never heard that 
the state has ever seriously examined the budget of any press establishment 
or sent anybody to question this or that matter. It is in this aspect that 
the ownership is supposed to have a constructive role. But this is not 
applied and the state has exercised its ownership right only to appoint 
chairmen of the boards of directors and chief editors. 


Of course, there is a group that believes that state ownership of these 
papers must be maintained, provided that this ownership is codified, that is, 
on the condition that the state rights and duties be defined. There are 
those who advocate this view. But there is also the other view that 
advocates that the papers be owned jointly, with the state owning a certain 
percentage and the paper's workers owning the remaining percentage. This 
view has not been translated at the realistic and practical level. Meanwhile, 
we tind very rare cases, actually the one case of LE MONDE, in which the 
editors select the chief editor. In other cases, there is the attempt of the 
independent LE FIGARO to give the owner 50 percent of the votes and the 
editors assoctation the other 50 percent in electing the chief editor. 

AFP is state owned and the stase appoints the chairman of the board of 
directors and others but the AFP editors union has an opinion and a role in 
making the fundamental decisions. 


The third proposal calls for all of the existing establishments to be 
State owned, but provided that this is balanced by insuring the freedom of 
publication of papers. Thus, with time, private papers owned by parties, 
rganizations or joint stock companies appear and balance the presence of 
the government papers, with the private papers being free of government 
control. In this case, it is required that many of the provisions existing in 
the latest press law be eliminated because they make it difficult to publish 
paper. For example, the law makes it conditional for the publication of a 
paper that it possess capital of a quarter of a million pounds. For a 
magazine, the law makes it conditional that the capital be 100,000-150,000 
pounds. I believe that a magazine can be issued with much smaller capital 
when such a magazine has no printing presses and is not colored and when it 
is a weekly with an opinion and published in a readable form. As soon as 
such a magazine is published it will have an impact on public opinion and on 
the other papers. What is important is that the goal be that of preventing 
the papers from monopolizing opinion and from denying anyone not working in 
them the opportunity to express his opinion. 
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e of Middle Class in Egypt 


always been interested in the affairs of the Egyptian 


‘lass. You even intended at one time to devote your time to studying 


hut did not do so. Do you still believe in the importance of the 
middle class? 


| hope that I will get the opportunity to study this class because 


| believe that this is the class that has played the fundamental role in 
yt life. This also applies to the entire Third World. This view may 
undemocratic, but I belleve that under our country's circumstances, the 


is a tundamental role and a major responsibility. The elite has been 


| of the authority and the government in Egypt (which are produced 
{ddle class). I even say that the situation of any Third World 
improves or worsens according to the conduct of its elite and 
on whether this elite performs or fails to perform its duties in 


1 
nnases 


n}| How can Egypt establish a balanced relationship with the two 


ur situation as a medium-size country seeking a balanced position 
the two superpowers is shared by nine-tenths of the world countries. 
rning factor here is the economic interests. I believe that 


shing balanced relations requires primarily the presence of a strong 


situation and a firm internal political, economic and social 


nm hecause any country, regardless of its size, must be strong 


Oo be able to perform any external role. 


that Egypt must return to its position among the countries 
rab nation and among the nonaligned countries. 


t rn | Doe \hmad Baha’ al-—Din's welcome of the reinstatement of 
ists and university professors have special significance in his 
we Naturallv. and I exnect that the others will be reinstated. No 


1 te taken against anybody except on the bases of a specific 


harge in which the person concerned is indicted by an authority 
ty ‘ ] 
w t 
picions and press accusations of lackeyhood and treason against 
ive no power to defend themselves is something--habits and 
f f ] CT) ed 
t { f lackevhood and treason have become so cheap in all the 
t exc that the words have lost their meaning. 
traitor has become Like saying he is insufferable. 








In the case of Rashad 'Uthman, the deputy socialist prosecutor asked: Where 
were they? Where were those whose duty it was to confront corruption? I 
tell him: Some of them were in jail, in custody or expelled from their 
jobs. When the hour of justice comes, it is not permissible that these 


people remain detained. 
"Faruq as King" and "Myth Is Destroyed" 
[Question] What about your book "And the Myth Is Destroyed?" 


[Answer] A book had wide circulation in the Arab countries in 1967 entitled 
"The Aircraft Were Destroyed in Place." This book was printed again and 
again and was found on every street corner and everywhere. Of course, the 
book contained some facts and a lot of lies, which depicted the Egyptian 

Army and everything Egyptian in the worst way one can imagine. The fact is 
that I discussed this book with some friends of mine. It also seems that I 
discussed this book--I cannot remember now--with Muhammad al-Mu'allim. 

One day after the end of the [October] war, al-Mu'allim contacted me by 
telephone from AL-AHRAM and said: What do you think of writing a book for us 
on the October War, provided you deliver it to me in 2 weeks. I told him 
that there was nothing [about the war] that had not been written in the 
papers. (But he said what he wanted was a booklet written to refute in one 
Way or another the conclusions made by the book "The Myth Is Destroyed" 

[as published] because he wanted no secrets or details of the war 
revealed--the October War secrets and details published since then were not 
yet known at the time. What I want is a book written in the office, that is, 
while you are sitting with the office staff. He said: I am not going to tell 
you anecdotes and secrets because I have none. But what I want is a book 
written to provide a quick response to the book "The Aircraft Were Destroyed.") 
During my free hours in AL-AHRAM, I sat down and wrote the book. I think I 
handed it to al-Mu'allim a month later. 


[Question] This means that the book was not published at the request of 
al-Sadat, as the rumors say? 


[Answer] No, no. The fact is that President al-Sadat invited me for lunch 
in Mit Abu al-Kawm. This was the first meeting between us since I had been 
ousted before the [October] war. The meeting took place after the book was 
published because the book had been published in an unbelievably short time. 
(hat was the second time this sort of thing happened to me. When King Faruq 
was overthrown, the market was filled with books about the scandals, the 
lrinking and the gambling during the monarchy. I was very upset to see the 
issue transformed into this sort of thing. Of course gambling, drinking and 
corruption are rejected. But I considered that transforming the fundamental 
political issue into stuff similar to the Hollywood scandals was 

tantamount to misleading the citizen because this was not the issue. At that 
time [ was also new at ROSE AL-YUSUF, where I had been working for just 2 
months. Mrs Rose al-Yusuf, the fabulous personality with whom I am proud to 
have dealt, didn't even acknowledge my presence in the magazine because I 
was writing at the time on economic issues and on the budget, and this was 
somewhat new. What I mean is that I joined the magazine to write on and 
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uss the budget in a simplified way similar to the discussions that take 
n the Feyptian budget these days. It was purely coincidental. My 
it ROSE AL-YUSUF was what motivated me to write in a simple journalistic 


Iner that the budgee contained so many millions for the purchase of furs and 
elry. Of course, such articles were not familiar at the time. At present, 
Onomic articles are the basis and the main headlines in the Egyptian press. 


it that time, the reader found such articles too heavy and it was very 

icult to make them simple. So Ihsan ['Abd al-Qaddus] told me: Write a 

on Faruq, provided you finish it in ] month. but I said to him: How 
write a political book and in only 4 weeks? However, I did deliver to 

he book "Faruq as King." I believe the book achieved sales figures that 

d be considered enormous by today's standards. The book was published in 


commercial AL-AHRAM newspaper. When Rose al-Yusuf found that the book was 


ss, she recognized me. Actually, what helped me to write that book so 
the fact that Egypt's modern history is one of my hobbies. I 
ite a long time betore working as a journalist. I joined ROSE AL-YUSUF 
ar _-time basis while working in the State Council at the same time. 
r, the truth is that I had registered in Paris to write a thesis and 
late as a historian specializing in the history of the Egyptian middle 
But Mrs Rose al-Yusuf convinced me to abandon academic life for 


tion] We thank Ahmad Baha’ al-Din for his kindly participation in this 
ue at AL-MUSAWWAR despite his illness. We apologize for exhausting 
this long dialogue, which has lasted 5 hours. AL~MUSAWWAR promises 
' that it will be careful to report all the views he has expressed in this 


ructive dialogue. 


icipating in the dialogue on the part of AL-MUSAWWAR editorial staff were: 


rram Juhammad Ahmad, Fumil Labib, 'Abd al-Nur Khalil, Ahmad Abu Kaff, 


Fikri, Muhyi al-Din Fikri, Muhammad Sa'id, Yusuf al-Qa'id, Dr Mustafa 
ind Nabil Rashwan. 








REGIME DENIES BAHAIS IDENTITY CARDS , THEREFORE FOOD 


Oslo ARBEIDERBLADET in Norwegian 10 Mar 82 » 6 


[Article by Erik Sagflaat ] 


[Text] The clergy of Iran has set out to exterminate the Bahai religion in 
that country. Followers of the Bahai faith are persecuted without mercy. 
Unobserved by the rest of the world, a genocide is being perpetrated with grim 
parallels to the extermination of Jews in Nazi Germany. No one knows how many 
Bahais have been murdered to date, but the figure probably has reached several 
thousand already. 


And the worst is yet to come. Iran's 300,000 followers of Bahai may no longer 
own property, they may not practice a profession, they are forbidden to hold 
bank accounts, and they are banned from schools and universities. Next 
Saturday, 20 March, another step will be taken. 


By 20 March all Iranians must register for new identity cards. The question- 
hat must be filled out ask about the applicant's religion. Those who 
sahai’’ will receive no identity card. Without an identity card it is 

inpossible to purchase food in stores. The authorities’ demand is clear: 


"Convert to Islam or starve to death." 
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Another threat to the life of Bahai followers are the new marriage laws. These 
make marriage between Bahai followers illegal. The law also nullifies present 
marriages. Such marriages are declared invalid. This opens the door to 
additional harassment and massacres, since women and men living together outside 
legal marriage are subject to punishment for immorality. According to 
Khomeyni's interpretation of the law, the woman is guilty of prostitution and 
prostitutes are given the death penalty. 


[The Bahai faith has millions of followers throughout the world. It originated 
in tran. In 1844 a young theologian announced that a new prophet soon would 
appear. This theologian outlined the Bahai religion, which included social 


this resulted immediately in a strong reaction from the Muslim clergy and 
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persecution began, The young theologian who called himself Bab, the Gate, was 
murdered in 1850. His followers were slaughtered and many fled the country. 
Among these was Mirsa Hussein Ali. He became the prophet announced by Bab and 
took the name Baha'ullah, the Glory of God. 


Since that time the Bahai faith has gained followers throughout the world. The 
Bahais do not reject any of the older religions, but claim that the Bahai faith 
is a continuation and culmination of these religions. The goal is to bridge 
ditferences between religious views and to eliminate racial prejudice and class 
differences. Bahai followers work for equality and for the elimination of 
extreme wealth and extreme poverty. 


The Bahai faith is represented as a continuation of the teachings of both Jesus 
wf l 


and Mohammed and its followers believe that when the faith has become wide- 
spread, peace and unity will be achieved in the world. 


Bahai teaches that the founders of all religions were spokesmen of the same 
God, but dogma and outdated doctrines are rejected. Instead, the religion is 
based on modern science. Bahais believe there is no reason to "punish the 
world with doctrines created by people thousands of years ago." 


Heathens 


Under the present constitution in Iran, Christianity and Judaism are accepted 
as religions in addition to Islam. Islam is based to a certain degree on 
these religions and it recognizes both Moses and Jesus as prophets and prede- 
cessors of Mohammed. 


Ihe Bahai faith, on the other hand, which is a continuation of Islam, is 
rejected totally. When Bahais speak of a continuation and culmination of Islam, 


1 


they are committing blasphemy. The Bahais are branded as heathens. 


ny 


And heathens must be exterminated,'’ Ayatollah Mussawi Tebrisi has said. 


Persecution of Bahais is not new in Iran. Such persecution has occurred 
th regularity since Bab first appeared in 1844, but under Khomeyni this 


1 


persecution has become systematic and enjoys the full blessing of the authori- 


ties. Today the murder of Bahai followers is not investigated at all. "He 

was a Bahai," is sufficient justification for murder. 

1) er 

The weekly magazine DER SPIEGEL has published many examples of the brutal murder 
f Bahais. 


evening Dr Soleiman Berdschis of the village Kaschan, 15 miles south of 
’ 


' . ’ ° try : 2 290" te. 7 1} 
ran, was called to visit a patient. Where is the patient? he asked when 


a ee ah, +] at4 j -1] aa meat tat my 
irrived. rou are the patient and your illness is your religion," he was 
was attacked by eight men and killed by 81 knife wounds. The 


€ 
perpetrators then went singing and dancing through the village bragging of 
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iy in the village Semnan in northern Iran three nurses were killed with 
ley, too, were Bahais. After the murder a group of people gathered 


nd the murderers to touch their hands. This act is understood as a blessing. 
murder of a Bahai is seen as a holy deed in Khomeyni's Iran. 


are burned and their cemeteries desecrated. The Bahai churches 
ed by councils consisting of nine members. In many cases these councils 
been arrested by Khomeyni's guardsmen during council meetings. The bodies 


found later, mistreated in the most gruesome manner. 


nouses 


sahais have attempted to flee abroad, but have not been permitted to 
freely, so that flight is difficult. Most have chosen to remain with 
does 


not openly proclaim his faith, but he will never 


e 


y 
Ot 
his religion if asked. 

in Khomeyni's Iran, they are vulnerable and easy to find. In the mosques, 
total extermination of the entire Bahai religion" is being preached. 


rt . ’ 


in Khomeyni himself has said that Bahais are people whose blood must be 


INDAY TIMES of London wrote: "The Bahais in Iran are even more alone than 











ORIGINS OF ISLAMIC REPIURBT.TC FXAMTNED 
NCO21440 (Clandestine) Voice of Iran in Persian 1805 GMT 1 Apr 82 
[Unattributed Commentary] 


[Excerpts] Compatriots! Today is exactly 1,095 days since the sinister and 
illegal establishment of Khomeyni's Islamic Republic. Even though the people 
miy be acquainted with all the bitter days that they have lived and incidents 
they have seen, maybe the majority of the Iranian people may not be aware 

of secret incidents that led to Khomeyni's inception of power and do not know 
how dozens of people using the name of Islam, unknown Hojjat ol-Eslams and 
agents of spying organizations who have gathered around this old man, 
suddenly started growing like weeds in our country, to eat away everything. 


In this talk we want to reveal these behind-the-scene incidents and to dis- 
cuss the real reason behind the downfall of the country's legal rule and the 
gal establishment of Khomeyni's destructive republic. ‘to do this, we 

should turn back to 9 years ago and more precisely to 23 January 1973. But 
before discussing this important incident, it is necessary to po‘ni to Iran's 
agreement with the oil consortium, 


11, 
Llije 
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years ago, Iran concluded a 40-year agreement with the oil consortium 
which was divided into four stages. The first stage was a 25-year period and 
the remaining were three 5-year extensions. At the end of the first 25 years 
of the agreement or after each 5-year extension, the oil consortium had 

the right to renew the agreement by meeting very simple conditions and Iran 
would obligatorily remain the side of the agreement with the same previous 
conditions. In 1972 when Iran was quickly treading its path of construction 
and power, the late shah of Iran--following a range of efforts, consultations 
ind the study of possibilities and the training of the necessary technical 
cadre--decided to make the oil companies of the consortium accept a basic 
review in Iran's relations with the consortium. This decision is considered 
to be the beginning of extremely important developments and, actually, a true 
eviction of the oil companies. On this basis the late shah of Iran said 

on 23 January 1972: it is some time now that we have been in the process of 
neyotiations about oil with the consortium oil companies which are working 

in lran. The talks have neither been stopped nor has any result been obtained. 


LJ } , many nr -_ - } : “Amn: Sac har Le { ‘ ,. viaoh . 
we have many proofs that the oil companies have not observed Iran's rights. 
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lArticle by Gabi Sheffer 





MISTAKES IN foreign policy are 
one thing: conducting foreign rela- 
uons on the basis of a national 
paranoia is quite another 

Occasional blunders in foreign 
and defence policies are, of course, 
extremely undesirable but almost 
unavoidable. No government is im- 
mune to committing minor or even 
major misnaps when dealing with 
international problems. Although 
politicians and bureaucrats who are 
responsible for such mistakes are 
likely to be punished, their mistakes 
may nevertheless be understood — 
and probably forgiven — in an 
historical perspective 

However, the creation of 
systematic Diases which fundamen- 
tally distort an accurate view of the 
international arena is neither per- 
missidle nor justifiable, because 
such distortions may have severe ef- 
fects ON a@ state’s behaviour in the 
Ung Tun 

In extreme cases, these can lead 
lO a state $ inability to overcome im- 
mediate dona fide mistakes made by 
ts leaders, and eventually also to a 
paralysis in this crucial sphere 


RECENTLY, Israel's foreign 

policy-makers have committed too 

many mistakes affecting the state's 

position both in this reg on and i; 
NOTIC generally 


Since they lack a good sense of 
ine Onger tery pilica i§ ur 
ent actions t is high i Ui 

il srae eacers 10 $f USIY 


considered the full spectrum of pos- 
sible consequences to the bombing 
of the Iraqi nuclear reactor, or of 
supplying weapons to Iran, or of 
harshly criticizing foreign heads of 
states, or Of publicly expressing 
doubts about Egypt's desire to con- 
tinue with the peace process. 
Moreover, since they lack a good 
sense of timing, the last bombing of 
Beirut, and particularly the annexa- 
tion of the Golan Heights, came at 
the worst possibie times, particular- 
ly in view of Israel’s relations with 


the U.S. But although Israel will un- 
doubtedly have to pay a price for 
these misconceived and iil-timed 
actions, some can be understood 
and excused. 

But far more serious is the second 
basic problem of Israel's foreign 
policy: that the government has in 
troduced biases which affect the 
formulation of foreign and defence 
policies. To a great extent, these 
biases have a harmful influence on 
public attitudes towardr the out- 
side world 


THE FUNDAMENTAL distortion 
of Israel's position is the result of a 
persistent tendency among Israel's 
leaders to perceive international 
relations as a One-way process 
which is painted only in black and 
white, with the government 
presenting foreign relations as a 
process in which Israel is always a 
victim of the sinister thoughts and 


actions yf iners 








Thus it explains Israel's extreme 
soiauon as a direct result of anti- 
Israeli and anti-Semitic senuments: 
forces which lead also to Israel's 
Maitreatment by the superpowers, as 
weil as European and other Middle 
fast governments. 

'n a paradoxical way, Prime 
Minister Meachem Begin has 
reversed David Ben-Gurion's 
famous dictum about the 
relationship between Israel's ac- 
tions and those of the outside, gen- 
tile world. Ben-Gurion attached the 
utmost importance to Israel's own 
policies and deeds. Begin, in con- 
trast, likes to create the impression 
that Israel is merely reacting tc ac- 
tions taken by hostile governments. 

There is a credibility gap abroad 
between such statements and the 
image of Israel as a ‘crazy state," 
Pursuing unpredictable and unac- 
ceptable lines of action 

Both theoretically and practical- 
iy, this is not an appropriate way 
either to consider Israel's foreign 
relations or to explain them. Even 
as a part of the necessary 
propaganda, this habit is ultimately 
narmful. However, this pattern has 
been applied on all fronts and 
equally vis-a-vis triends and foes 


INE OF THE great puzzles about 
srael’s Dehaviour at present is the 

is constantly in conflict 
with the US. The Israel Govern- 
ment is. working hard to convey the 


e it + *) re a . 
npression that the blame { this 


+ thar ’ 
ial ( 


rests solely with the Americans 

The acute disagreements between 
israel and the US. are explained by 
i ack otf policy on the part of the 
Reagan Administration,’ by “open 


and latent anti-Semitism,” by ‘‘a 
precominance of the Arabists” in 
the State Department and by “the 
growing influence of Arab oil, 
money and propaganda.” 

All these factors are offered as 
causes for the deterioration in 
Israeli-U.S. relations. Israel's own 
posture, its poor timing, its embar- 
rassing and, at times, insulting state- 
ments, the incompatability of Israeli 
and American interests — all these 
factors are brushed aside. Nobody 
admits that Israel itself is con- 
tributing more than its fair share to 
the deterioration of its image tn the 
U.S. A more realistic view of these 
relationships would have provided 
somewhat different causes than 
those suggested by the government. 

This pattern of ascribing respon- 
sibility is clearer in the sphere of 
Israel's relations with Europe. Not 
taking into account the potential of 
mutual benefits — and basing itself 
on Jewish historical memories — 
the official Israeli analysis of the 
causes of European declarations 
and actions is one-sided. Almost 
without exception, government 
spokesmen relate current European 
policies to the catastrophe which 
was was inflicted on the Jews during 
World War ITI. 


SIMILAR POSTURES influence 
the Israeli-Egyptian saga. Here, 
israel strives to ‘‘sell’’ an additional 
asymmetry of intentions. Senior 
Israeli politicians argue that only 
Egypt shows rigidity while Israel 
makes all the sacrifices. These 
“sacrifices” include the oilfields, 


vast territories, settiements in 
Yamit, security, etc. The argument 
ignores the bilateral nature of give- 
and-take in foreign relations. It ig- 


nores Egyptian sacrifices and Israels 
gains 

There is no need to apply a 
similar analysis to the Palestinian is- 
sue. This aspect is very well known 


Apart from the unrealistic 
impression that these one-sided 
views give to Israel's foreign policy, 
there are jome more profound 
implications 

The present Israeli Government 
is responsibie for considerabie 
changes in public attitudes. For 
Begin is a talented orator and an 
educator who succeeds in putting a 
spell on vast crowds. Through con- 
stant harping on certain sensitive 
nerves, he has succeeded in shifting 
the outlook of many Israelis, wno, 
without checking facts and causes, 
adopt his view of the world. This 
particularly evident among younger 
Israelis who appear to Nave lost a 
certain flexibility and open- 
mindedness . 

Although the Americans, curo- 
peans and Arabs can hardly be 
described as “lovers of Zion,” to 
operate on the opposite assumptian 
— that the “world is against us anc 
that Israel] is not contributing its 
share to developments in the region 
— is by no means accurate 

4% more balanced picture 
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Israeli confiict will be extremely im- 
portant after Israels final 
withdrawal from the Sinai next 
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will not help Israel to overcome tne 
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BANK HAPO'ALIM ISSUES FINANCIAL STATEMENT 


ISRAEL 


Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 23 Mar 82 p 8 


[Article by Joseph Morgenstern] 


[Text] 


TEL AVIV. — Bank Hapoalim 
yesterday announced its financial 
results for fiscal 1981. The bank's 
total consolidated assets amounted 
to 1$297.5 billion, an increase of 
(31.8 per cent over the preceding 
year. Consolidated net profits came 
to 1$1,592.5 million, a rise of 145.2 
per cent. 

Expressed in dollars, the bank's 
assets come to $19.1b. and the net 
profits were $102.| 

Giora Gazit, the chairman of the 
bank's board of management, told 
financial reporters that in the year 
under review the foreign currency 
component of the balance sheet was 
48 per cent, a rise of 3 per cent over 
1980. He also said that for the first 
time in the bank's history its dollar 
earnings had exceeded the $100m. 
mark. 

In keeping with recommendation 
No. 23 of the Institute of Chartered 
Accountants, the bank's real yield 
on its Own adjusted capital was 6.07 
per cent. Gazit stressed that if 
proposed legislation goes into effect 
and keeping in mind the [§2.3b. al- 
located for taxes, the bank's real 
yield will be adjusted upwards to be 
in excess of 7.5 per cent. 

Bank Hapoalim was not affected 


; 
10 
+400/19)] 


by the general weakness of the local 
diamond industry, since it has 
traditionally not been active in this 
sector. However, the bank is an im- 
portant factor in the financing of 


Net operating income before taxes 
Provision for taxes 

Net operating income after taxes 
Outside shareholders’ interest in the 


net income of subsidiary companies 


Net extraordinary income (expenses) 
after taxes 

Net income 

Earnings per share (fully diluted) 

the construction industry. Gazit was 

careful to point out that in the 

process of financing that industry, it 

took pains to obtain highly i.quid 

collateral on all loans. 

Total consolidated deposits of the 
bank rose by 125.8 per cent, to 
reach 1§192.6b. Expressed in US. 
currency, deposits amounted to 
$12.3b. or 8.8 per cent more than at 
the end of 1980. A similar growth 
was experienced in outstanding 
loans, which totalled 1$192.2b., or 
$12.30., increases of 138.7 per cent 
and 15.0 per cent, respectively. 

The Bank Hapoaiim Group con- 
sists of 338 branches active in com- 
mercial and mortgage banking, and 
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institutions active in industrial 
development. 

The bank expanded its capital 
base in 198! by means of two public 
offerings on the Tel Aviv Stock Ex- 
change, which totalled more than 
IS1b. 

The bank floated a $50m. offering 
on the Eurodollar market, which 
brought the total of such offerings 
to $180m. 

The board of directors will 
recommend to the annual general 
meeting to pay shareholders bonus 
shares of 100 per cert as well as a 
cash dividend of 12.5 per cent of or- 
dinary shares and 15.$ per cent of 
ordinary preferred shares. 

Condensed consolidated profit 
and loss statement for the year en- 
ded December 31, 1981 (IS/US 
dollars in thousands) 


1980 1981 US dollar 
1,794,800 4,120,675 264,078 
1,090,871 2,314,136 148,304 

743,929 1,806,539 115,774 

94,145 225,143 14,428. 
649,784 1,581,396 101,346 
(313) 11,078 709 
649,47) 1,592.47] 102,055 
89% 196% 





ISRAEL 


MOSHE ARENS SEES FOUR MAJOR ROLES IN WASHINGTON ASSIGNMENT 
Tel Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 22 Jan 82 p 16 


[Article by Hagai 'Eshed: "Not a Rubber Stamp: The Engineering Mentality 
and Stubborn Faith of the Ambassador-Designate to Washington, Moshe Arens"] 


[Text] In the chamber of the departing chairman of the Knesset's Foreign 
Affairs and Defense Committee, Prof Moshe Arens, there hargs on the wall a 
picture of the planet Saturn taken by the Voyager spacecraft, with a mathe- 
matical equation written on it in chalk. The picture hangs here to give us 
a sense of proportion--he says with a thin smile that occasionally reveals 
the quiet and introverted sense of humor of the professor of aeronautics 
who chanced into politics and now diplomacy. In the course of a conversation 
with him, he volunteers to us what he calls "Arens' Law'’--in which there is 
aiso a correct characterization of his opinion of himself and the way he 
works. ‘Do not postpone until tomorrow what you can do today and do not 
decide today what you can decide tomorrow." He does not rush into decisions, 
but heis untiring in working and getting others to work--according to those 
who work with him and have worked with him in previous jcbs. Together with 
his sense of proportion and the introverted sense of humor with which he is 
graced, he relates to his job seriously and to his mission in the system in 
which he finds himself and leaves his mark on it--quietly, continuously and 
with increasing force. 


The Foreign Affairs and Defens2 Committee of Lhe Knesset was a rubber stamp. 
In the last 4 years it split into subcommittees, the number of members of 
which ranged between four and six MK"s only, some of them aided by salaried 
expert advisors. They oversee all areas of activity, including the most 
secret and sensitive, and are beholder only to the prime minister. The head 
of tte Mosad, the head of the Shin Bet and the heads of other secret 
brauches--who report only to the prime minister and get their instructions 
directly from him--have to a large extent become accustomed to reporting 
with confidence to the reduced subcommittees of the Knesset Foreign Affairs 
and Defense Committee. In contrast to the usua!’ situation in the govern- 
ment and in the full committee, there are no leaks from these subcommittees, 
and they carry out their prime democratic mission with a degree of parlia- 
mentary supervision over the ex. -utive branch. The supervision is based 

on a flow of information and on expertise, experience and knowledge on the 
part of the members of the committee, especially from the opposition. 
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Former chiefs of staff, foreign and defense ministers and intelligence 
chiefs are people from whom you cannot hide things and who cannot be led 
astray. Those who submit the reports have no interest in doing so. They 

are confortable with the fact that there is a forum for reporting and 
consultation even if, in many cases, it opposes their stand, and the 
preponderance of opinions and positions influenced the process of considera- 
tion and decision making. 


The security purchases subcommittee was an active partner in the decision 
making over the development of the Lavi airplane and the IDF's large-scale 
purchase programs; the Lebanon subcommittee, whose chairman is MK Dani 
Rosolio, is a party to military and political decisions. The legtislative 
subcommittee brought about a change in the procedure for handling fatal 
training accidents, following the helicopter accident in Mahanaim, and re- 
opened discussion of the recommendations of the Shamgar report on the matter 
of military jurisprudence. The IDF readiness subcommittee, headed by MK 
Mordekai Gur, watches over the IDF command, its ability to function and 
ther matters. 


Professor Arens says that within the realm of effective parliamentary super- 


vision over the executive, one must never be satisfied and must continually 
be on guard, but that we have made significant progress. He believes that 
israel is in a good position compared with other parliaments, also because 
of the personal makeup of the Foreign Affairs and Defense Committee. ‘I 
would not be surprised if it should turn out that our committee reports more 


than any parallel committee in the world," Arens says. He responds to the 
opposition's claim in this area by saying that in certain cases the executive 
has the authority not to report or consult with the committee before making 

, decision and even not before implementing it. But in the overwhelming 
majority of cases, there is a report and supervision and consultation before 
in action and not afterwards, and the committee can put its stamp of approval 
on the decisions taken. 


With Professor Arens' departure for Washington, one can predict with near 
certainty that the Israeli embassy there will not be a rubber stamp either. 
Not with respect to the decisions of the government in Jerusalem and not 
with respect to the decisions and reactions of the administration in 
Washington; both here and there it will be necessary to take into account 
the impressive fact of the new ambassador, his perseverance and methodical 
approach, his ability to see problems from many sides but not from all. 

He is an engineer and doctrinaire at the same time, and is not prepared to 
reexamine several’of his principles of faith. He will not ask himself if 

it is possible to retreat from Judea, Samaria and the Gaza Strip, or if it 
is possible to make additional qualitative concessions beyond those that 
Israel already made in the Camp David agreement. On this matter he is of the 
same mind as the prime minister and foreign minster, who have full confi- 
lence in him, and they will speak through him. He will have the advantage 

of a person who is trusted by those who sent him, and at least in the begin- 
ning he will channel a much larger proportion of the two-way communication 


! 


between the two governments to the embassy in Washington. In the beginning, 
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at least, he will enjoy the cooperation of the minister of finance and the 
minister of defense. They will subordinate their emissaries in the United 
States to the embassy in Washington and especially to the ambassador him- 
self, who was Prime Minister Menachem Begin's preferred candidate for 
defense minister. But Arens refused to accept the job. He refuses to say 
why, but it can be surmised that it was because he could not agree to imple- 
ment the withdrawal from Sinai, which, in his view, is a serious mistake. 
It will be easy for him to explain in the future what he has explained in 
the past in the United States, that in his opinion this was an explicit and 
dangerous renunciation, beyond what we cen allow ourselves to give up, all 
the more so because there is no room for further concessions. He is not 
going to Washington to be fired for protesting against additional conces- 
sions, but he could follow in the footsteps of Foreign Minister Yitzhaq 
Shamir in such an eventuality. 


He sees for himself four main channels in his job in Washington. The classic 
diplomatic channel of communicator between governments; the propaganda 
channel, and especially the proper organization of a propaganda system 
throughout the United States primarily so that Israel's positions will be 
known and understood by all, and if possible, lead to the desired conclu- 
sions; the third channel--the encouragement of investments and especially 
the establishment of plants in Israel at a high technological level by 
American industries to change the economic structure in Israel. The fourth 
channel is activity among the Jewish community, as part of the general 
American public, to encourage political support, propaganda and investment. 
From one point of view, this will be easier for him than for his predeces- 
sors, since he himself immigrated to Israel from the United States. 
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ISRAEL 


MILSON'S MOVES AS WEST BANK CIVILIAN ADMINISTRATOR ASSESSED 
Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 8 Jan 82 p 14 


[Article by Yehuda Litani: "Milson's First 60 Days: Administrator of an 
Indian Reservation" ] 


[Text] Alongside the return of one exile, the unification of families and 
permission to rebuild the blown up houses, union activists were arrested and 
additional houses were blown up. Sixty days after the appointment of Prof 
Menachem Milson as head of the civilian administration on the West Bank, an 
article has appeared in one of the newspapers describing Professor Milson's 
degree of success in this brief pertod. At the beginning of the article, it 
states that the professor refused to grant the jouranlist an interview, but 
his hand is recognizable throughout the article. The article tells about the 
initial successes of the civilian administration on the West Bank: notables 
of the Bethlehem area did not boycott the festive Christmas welcoming cere- 
mony attended by the head of the civilian administration even though they 
had prepared to do so because of the blowing up of the homes in Bet Sahur and 
Bethlehem and other successes. 


I have no doubt that Professor Milson has good intentions and that he be- 
lieves that he has the formula to bring calm to the area by relying on the 
moderate forces within the population, circling and weakening the PLO 
people, all the while continuing tLe momentum of Israeli settlement on the 
West Bank. Almost every day the media publish accounts of a visit that 
Protessor Milson made to one of the cities (or one of the villages) of the 
West Bank, in which he brought the good news of the return of one of the male 
or female exiles, the granting of a permit for family reunification or a 
permit to rebuild houses that were yslown up. These actions, very positive 
in themselves, create a caimer, more comfortable atmosphere on the West 
Bank. In parallel with these actions, the professor is continuing his con- 
tacts with those elements considered to be more moderate (Elias Freij of 
Bethlehom, Hikmat al-Misri of Shechem--both were considered in the past to 


he in tie Jordanian camp oa the West Bank) and with his associates and 
ippointees from the "federations of the villages" on the West Bank and with 
their ticad, Mustafa Dudin, from the village of Dura. 

He | vewady Nanagce te st torial “harp disagreement in Shechem among 


the supporters of the chairnaa of 1. hoard of trustees of the Anja 














University in Shechem, Hikmat al-Misri, and the supporters of the Mayor of 
Shechem, Bassam Shak'a, the head of the national steering committee, the 
highest body of PLO supporters on the West Bank, when he met with al-Misri 
and authorized the establishment of an engineering faculty at the university. 
The very fact that he met with Professor Milson aroused the wrath of the PLO 
sympathizers and that of their leader, Bassam Shak'a, against al-Misri. When 
he met with the mayor of Bethlehem, Elias Freij, and arrived at an agreement 
with him on rebuilding the blown up houses in the area, Freij drew a lot of 
criticism from various circles on the West Bank. 





On these matters, according to an article published last week in YEDI'OT 
AHARONOT, Professor Milson saw some progress (especially in the Christmas 
reception at Bethlehem attended by, among others, persons clearly belonging 

to the pro-PLO camp and one of the communist party activists in the area--he 
interpreted this as a victory over the radicals who tried to boycott the 
reception in which he would participate). In fact, if Professor Milson were 
working in a vacuum on the West Bank, he might well be able to draw encourage- 
ment from achievements of this sort. 


[t is worthwhile to remember that the houses that were blown up in Bet Sahur 
and Bethlehem were blown up during the period in which Professor Milson was 
the head of the civilian administration, and the hand that permitted the 
reconstruction was the same that permitted the dynamfting (or at least did 
not oppose it forecefully enough). Bir Zeit University was closed during the 
period in which Professor Milson took up his new job, and he was a full part- 
ner in discussions leading to its closure. There are those who see Bir Zeit 
University as a focal point for the Palestinian national ferment on the West 
Bank, Whoever wishes to create a calmer, quieter atmosphere could make do 
with less severe punishment than closing the university or at least permit- 
ting its opening at an earlier date. Alongside the return of the exiles 
(this is not a mass movement; up to now one exile has been returned and more 
have been promised), the unification of families and the permit to rebuild 
blown up houses, professional union activists from East Jerusalem (an area 
which by law is not within the authority of the civilian administration, but 
in practice there exists the closest cooperation between the bodies that deal 
with East Jerusalem and the West Bank) and the West Bank, who are known as 
members of the PLO national steering committee, were arrested. 


The most conspicuous story is that of the head of the editorial staff of the 
East Jerusalem newspaper AL-SHA'B, Akram llania, from al-Bira, who was de- 
tained for a lengthy period (50 days) during the course of which he was 
placed, for purposes of interrogation, in a lockup for more than a week. 
Akram Hania was released from detention and told that his interrogation 
focused principally on the matter of his membership in the national steering 
committee (his jailers told him not to tell journalists about his suffering 
in jail). 


There is no white without black, some will say, and an intelligent adminis- 
tration is one that is skillful at integrating the possible with the practi- 
cal. But despite his good intentions, Professor Milson has taken upon 
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himself an impossible task. In private conversations in his office in Beth 
El and in late night conversations in his home in the Tabbiya section of 
Jerusalem, people who pretend to belong to the camp that is thought to be 
more moderate will hint to Professor Milson that they can create a real 
change on the West Bank and that they should be taken into account, but 

not one of them can "deliver the goods." 


A Blow to the Village Element 


The West Bank is now in the final stages of being practically annexed to 
Israel. One nail and another nail and the coffin of "occupied territory" 

will finally be interred in the ground, and in its place will flower and 
arise "annexed territory," "territory inseparable from the State of Israel," 
"our border from the sea to Jordan."" In recent months, thousands of dunams 
have been purchased on the West Bank for settlements (now the type of settlers 
is very different from those Gush Emunim people who settled the area in the 
past; what now pushes many Israelis to the West Bank is the possibility of 
buying a villa that is almost entirely subsidized, on land that is 

especially cheap or costs nothing at all) from private landowners (and not 
always by honest means) and especially massive expropriations of land for 

the expansion of existing settlements and those that will be established in 
the future. In general, the excuse for expropriation is security. Only 
recently have we found out about a string of Nahal outposts in various places 
on the West Bank which, according to the settlement peopie, will in the 
future be turned into settled holdings and in the final stage into regular 
civilian settlements. 


The expropriations of land are particularly damaging to the village element, 
the element that Prof Menachem Milson and his advisor, Yig'al Karmon, are 
trying to encourage to stand up to the city dwellers who are seen, at this 
stage, as "lost" for the "reeducation" of the West Bank according to the 
theories of Milson-Karmon. Even the purchase of land by means of various 

and sundry middlemen (sometimes the land passes through five or six hands 
before it reaches is true destination) frequently hurts the villagers. be- 
cause in a fair number of instances, the financial inducement drives them 
crazy and they forge certificates of ownership to land that is not theirs. 
Only recently have they begun the work of preparing the land. For the 
settlements near Qalqiliya (an area very much in demand by the "new 
settler" because of its proximity to the Green Line) and village landowners 
in the area, there was an assembly to bring the seller of the land to triai 
on a charge that he sold ground that did not belong to him and forged the 
signatures of its true owners without asking for their opinion or agreement. 
This is just one example among dozens. 


Even if we ignore the fact (true and correct) that the civilian administra- 
tion is inclined to cooperate precisely with elements that are not accepted 
among the population (which is an understatement) and is trying to crown 
kings over a society that does not want them, the civilian administration 
has no long-range hope of success, The civilian administration is no more 
than a reduced and shriveled part of the landscape of the Government of 
Israel, in a smiling and polite get-up. 
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[The man at the top of the political echelon, Defense Minister Ariel Sharon, 
would like to see a submissive and obedient community of peasants and a 
handful of urban dwellers who continue to live in their homes and work their 
fields, which are constantly shrinking in the face of the ravenous hunger 
for land purchases and expropriations, who participate in welcoming parties 
for the Jewish functionaries of the civilian administration, who thank with 
bowed heads for every return of an exile or reunification of a family, and 
who graciously accept their neighbors, the Israeli settlers who are spread- 
ing in every direction. 


A Qualitative Change Is Required 


The mayor of Bethlehem, Elias Freij, reacted at the beginning of April 1973 
to the suggestion of the late defense minister, Moshe Dayan, that Israelis 
be permitted to purchase land in the territories with the statement that "it 
is the intent of Israel, in the final analysis, to turn the Arab settle- 
ments into Indian reservations, surrounded by Israeli housing projects and 
industrial plants." But under the present conditions, in which the declared 
policy of Israel is the establishment of autonomy on the West Bank and the 
Gaza Strip, while in fact it is surrounding the Arab settlements in Samaria 
and Judea with belts of Jewish settlements, although Professor Milson's 
intentions may be excellent, they must necessarily lead to a situation in 
which the residents of the West Bank will look with envy on the inkabitants 
of southern Lebanon because of the relative independence that is granted 
them. 


The local leaders of every stripe in the territories, even the people of the 
"village federations," cannot remain silent in the face of the attempt to 
undermine their base by means of settlements, army bases, criss-crossing 
highways and large housing projects along the Green Line. A chance, even if 
weak, for theories like those of Milson and Karmon exists only if there is 

a change in Israeli policy that sees the entire West Bank as an inseparable 
part of the State of Israel. 


Because there is no prospect for that in the near or distant future, there 
is also no hope that the theories of Menachem Milson will help to bring 
about a real or partial change in the web of relationships between the 
inhabitants of the territories and Israel. Only a qualitative change in 
Israel's policy on the issue of the territories could create a different 
climate among the Palestinian inhabitants of the territories. Without a 
change of this sort, Professor Milson will continue to return exiles, to 
reunite families and to get smiles in exchange. But the problem of the 
territories and their inhabitants will remain a more and more oppressive 
burden to all of us. 
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NEW SEMI-SOLID MISSILE FUEL DEVELOPED 
el Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 19 Feb 82 p 4 


[Article by Shim'on Rapaport: "Researchers From the Technion and (RAFAL) 
Have Developed a Semi-Solid Missile Fuel" ] 


[text] Professor Ya'aqov Timnat of the Technion and Dr Y Peleg of (RAFAL) 
have developed a semi-solid missile fuel. It is a semi-solid mixture of 
kerosene and aluminum which facilitates the development of more effective 
longer-range missiles. 


The investigators presented the results of their protracted research at the 
24th congress on aviation and aeronautics. They related that the test fuel 
is a kind of semi-solid, composed of 30 percent kerosene and 70 percent 
aluminum or boron. The advantage of this fuel is that it makes possible the 
compression of a large volume of fuel in a small container volume and thus 
increases the missiles' range and payload. 


On the second day of the congress, which was held yesterday at the aero- 
nautics faculty of the Technion, President of Technion Amos Horeb said that 
the Israeli economy has now reached the point of near total exhaustion of the 
technological manpower reserve--which is not being replenished at the required 
rate. Even today sophisticated plants are competing for the same high-level 
professionals, and the competition will sharpen in the future. He added 

that because of the policy of the Ministry of Education and Culture, which 
permitted physics to be an elective in the comprehensive final exams, there 
has been a significant decline in the academic disciplines of natural science 
and engineering; even now it is doubtful whether the economy will be able to 
carry out two great national goals in parallel, such as building the "Lavi'" 
plane and building a nuclear reactor for the generation of electricity. 


The director of the research center of NASA (the American space agency) in 
Ohio, Dr I. P. McCarthy, a well-known expert on airplane engines, said yester- 
day in a guest lecture that commercial aircraft of the future will again be 
propeller-driven. The American national research center, which he heads, has 
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»ady developed several test models of new propellers, having 8-10 blades 
and a bent configuration, which have already been through test flights (as 
ared to the 2-4 blades of a conventional straight propeller). These 
ellers will facilitate the manufacture of commercial aircraft that will 
save about 30 percent of the fuel consumption of a jet plane but will still 
enable them to fly at a cruising speed of 0.8 Mach, like the present genera- 
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ISRAEL 


IMPORT INCREASES PREDICTED 
Tel Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 11 Feb 82 p 9 


[Article by DAVAR's economic correspondent: "Significant Increase Expected 


This Year in Civilian Imports"] 
[Text] The need for a renewal of inventories and slow recovery in the diamond 
sector will apparently bring about a sizeable increase in civilian imports in 


I~ 


1982. Furthermore the massive increase in defense imports which occurred in 
1981 was apparently a one-time phenomenon, and this year a return is expected 
to the 1980 level, according to an estimate included in an economic summary 


for 1981 prepared by economists of Bank Discount. 


The bank economists cite the increase expected this year in exports, which is 
said to lead the gains in the economy, and which will cut a portion of the 


— 


increase in the deficit due to the increase in civilian imports. 


In referring to the balance of payments, the bank's economists note that 
foreign exchange was influenced in 1981 by a number of external factors: 


peaanieainae crisis in the diamond sector which caused a $300 million drop 
f polished diamonds and a drop of about $500 million in the 


x O 
+ + r > o 
import of raw dian nandes 


omic gains in the U.S. and Europe and the considerable 


strengthening of dollar which caused a decline in export and import 


--2 decline in the value of European currencies relative to the dollar which 
was expressed as a real gain of the shekel relative to these currencies, as a 
result of which the profitability of exports to Europe suffered; 


--net commercial exports in 1981 totalled $5.3 billion as compared to $5.29 


billion in 1980, This relative stability was the result of a quantitative 
growth of 3 percent accompanied by a decline in export prices of the same 
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MILITARY INDUSTRY PRODUCES LIGHT ALL=TERRAIN VEHICLE 


Jerusalem INNOVATION in English No 73, Dec 81 p 8 


[Te: 


x 


t ] 


Ashkelon — The Lizard, a completely new cross 
country vehicle, has been unveiled at Ashot Ashkelon 
Industries, makers of various automotive components 
and assemblies. The Lizard is the first complete 
vehicle developed by this firm, an affiliate of Israel 
Military Industries. 

At first glance somewhat similar to a jeep, the 
Lizard is 2.23m long, 1.33m wide and it measures 
1.3m from the ground to the top of its steering 
wheel (app. 7ft 7in, 4ft 4in and 4ft 3in, respectively ). 
It is powered by an aircooled 1.6 liter gasoline engine 
that develops 47 HP at 4000 RPM. Its 40 liter (10.5 
gallon) tank allows for about six hours of continuous 
operation, under cross country conditions. 

Yhe engine powers four variable displacement 
hydraulic pumps, which in tum activate four 
hydraulic motors, one for each wheel. There is no 
gear train or shift, and also no clutch: the vehicle 
moves from standstill to 60kph without any gear 
changes. A single hand lever controls velocity, both 
forward and in reverse. 

Each wheel is individually suspended, so that 
there are no axles. Ground clearance is either 30 o: 
35cm (12 or 14in). The front and rear sections of the 
vehicle are joined by a single bearing, to permit lateral 
pivoting where ground conditions are exceptionally 
difficult. Under ordinary driving conditions, braking is 
by hydrostatic transmission; emergency stops are 
made by activating four disc brakes. Parking safety is 
assured by a hand brake that locks the disc brakes on 
the two front wheels. 

There are no bumpers; the Lizard’s tires protrude 
slightly before and behind the body, making it 
possible to bring them into direct contact with 
obstacles. The carefully designed four-wheel drive lets 
the vehicle climb over obstacles up to one meter 
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(about 40in) high. Gradients of up to 100% are 
handled without undue difficulty. The Lizard can 
tum in Jess than its own length: the inside tuming 
radius is only 2m (about 6ft 7in). 

Bach Lizard can carry two persons, plus 600kg 
(about 1,320 Ibs). Conceivably it can be used as a 
reconnaissance vehicle, as weapons platform for 
missile systems or recoilless cannon, and for a variety 
of other military applications. Its extremely light 
weight — 600kg, or 1,320Ilbs — makes it suitable for 
helicopter-bome operations. 

These same qualities should also find the Lizard a 
large variety of civilian uses, in areas where passable 
roads are not as common as they should be. 
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Mechola The world’s only portable hydraulic 
Starter for helicopters is manufactured by Mecholz 
Enginecring and Manufacturing, a small but highh 
sophisticated aviation equipment maker in_ this 
Jordan Valley settlement. The compact and relatively 
light unit is an on-board insurance policy to assure 
the safe return of personnel and valuable craft from 
sensitive missions. 

Mechola’s MHS-18 was specially designed as an 
air transportable emergency starter for Sikorsky 
helicopters equipped with hydraulic starters, such as 
models S-62A, CH-54A-B and S-65. Its reliability has 
been proven under the most exacting conditions. 

The unit is powered by an air cooled 65HP 
gasoline engine; that activates a 65 GPM hydraulic 
pump, which develops a working pressure of 4000 
psi. Its oil tank has a capacity of 15 liters (just 
under four gallons). Mounted on two pneumatic 
tires, the portable starter can be manhandled out of 
the helicopter with no great difficulty, hooked up 
and started within seconds, to provide ali the power 
needed to get the craft’s main engines going. 

Compact design and low weight of this piece of 
equipment offer an attractive trade-off: in order to 
gain the additional safety factor, the craft’s freight 
carrying capacity is decreased by only SOOkg. The 
unit also does not occupy much space: it only 
measures | x 1.4 x 1.35m (about 40 x 55 x 53 
inches). In military terms, it reduces the craft’s 
combat complement only by two fully equipped 
soldiers. 
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TANK DOZER ATTACHMENT DEVELOPED 


Jerusalem INNOVATION in English No 74, Jan 82 p 6 


[Text] 





Natanya — Every tank can quickly be turned into a 
tank-dozer, with the help of an easily attached self 
contained bulldozer blade assembly. This system, 
largely based on Israel combat experience, has been 
developed and is produced by Urdan R.K.M. Ltd., a 
subdiary of the Urdan Industries metal working 
group. 

In some armies, special tank-dozers are attached 
to larger formations; they are charged with certain 
technical tasks, such as overcoming obstacles or the 
preparation of firing positions. However, they are 
not primarily combat units. In the Israei armed 
forces, that doctrine has not been accepted: tanks are 
too precious to be assigned exclusively to limited, no 
matter how important tasks. Every vehic.e must be 
able to make its weight felt in actual battle. 

Because of this Urdan has developed a package 
that allows every tank to become a tank-dozer, when 
the need arises, and that without impairing its 
combat effectiveness. Tle RKM bulldozer attachment 
can be installed on a large variety of tank models and 
will be simple to adapt to others. In each instance, it 
gives the tank a bulldozing capabiiity approximately 
equal to that of a Caterpiliar D9 tractor. 

The tank crew itself can attach the dozer in no 
more than half an hour, including the installation of 
a control box in the driver’s compartment and the 
unit’s connection to the tank’s 24V electric power 
system. No special equipment is needed: all the 
required tools and implements are already to be 
found on every tank. 

The dozer package is completely self-contained. 
It incorporates its own hydraulic system and has an 
independent control module, easily installed in the 
driver’s compartment. All it requires from the tank 
is electricity, at the 24V already standard in most 
countries. 
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Detaching the dozer from the tank only takes 
about fifteen minutes. Under combat conditions the 
blade can be locked in a raised position where it will 
not impair battle functions. Should the hydraulic’ 
system be damaged the blade can be locked manually, 
frum inside the tank. Alternatively, provision may 
be made for jettisoning the dozer, by disconnecting 
it from inside without exposing crew members to 
enemy fire. 

In addition to its manufacture of this bulldozer 
attachment, Urdan R.K.M. Ltd. manufactures a large 
number of tank components and also is prepared to 
modernize and upgrade older models. Conversion 
packages allow customers to enhance the capabilities 
of the armor already in their possession, at a 
fraction of the cost of completely new models. 








STATUS OF WEST BANK HEALTH SERVICES DEBATED 


Lack of Services Nouted 


Jerusalem POST in English 21 Mar 82 p 8 


(Article by Rita Giacaman] 


[Text] 


WITH DISMAY I read Wim Van 
Leer’s article “Disturbing Daistor- 
tion” (The Jerusalem Post, February 
12, 1982), in which the recent ABC 
television programme 20/20 was 
harshly criticized. By attempting to 
rectify what he saw as being a dis- 
tortion of West Bank health condi- 
tions, Mr. Van Leer went over- 
board, perhaps unintentionally, in 
presenting an apologia tor health 
conditions and practices under 
military occupation. As a health 
professional and researcher who has 
been working in the West Bank for 
the past tour years, | would like to 
highlight some issues dealing with 
heaith conditions in the West Bank 
and Gaza. 

To begin with, there is no need to 
falsify information so as to prove a 
point. The tacts speak tor 
themselves. And the facts are that 
the health conditions in the oc- 
cupied territories can at least be 
termed inadequate, at most, mis- 
erable. The Infant Mortality Rates 
— indices of the health of a popula- 
tion — that Van Leer quoted for the 
West Bank and Gaza are figures 
published by the Israeli military 
government. It is well known to 
many health experts, including 
those working within the military 
government's health apparatus, that 
they are quite an underestimation ot 
the actual figures. 

Several Infant Mortality Rate 
studies on the West Bank (Katbeh, 
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head of the Union of West Bank 
Physicians, 1975; Puyet, WHO 
scientist, 1978; Giacaman, Bir Zeit 
University, 1980 and 1981) show 
that Van Leer's figures severely un- 
derestimate the magnitude of the 
problem. The Intant Mortality Rate 
for the West Bank and Gaza is more 
likely to be a range, between about 
50 deaths per 1,000 live births, in the 
best situation, to over 100 deaths 
per 1,000 live births in the worst. 
This Infant Mortality Rate ap- 
proaches the worst ones in the 
world. | shall be more than happy to 
provide Mr. Van Leer with 
reterences on the subject, including 
original data collected the last three 
years. 

In addition, it is also becoming 
clear that morbidity, and not only 
mortality, is fast-becoming a major 
health problem in the West Bank. 
Several studies have also been con- 
ducted in this area. Children are 
emphasized because they are a 
priority in health care and because 
it is generally accepted that children 
function as a barometre retlecting 
the overall health situation of a pop- 
ulation, particularly in cases where 
information on birth and death 
registration is unreliable, such as 1s 
the case in the West Bank and 
Gaza. 

in other words, by way ot 
anthropometry (weights and 
heights) and other physical 
measurements (anemia tests, tecal 
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examinations, etc.), we are capable 
of accurately assessing the health 
status of children, and also gaining 
an understanding ot the health con- 
ditions of the general population. 
Such studies clearly indicate that 
major causes of death among 
Palestinian children are malnutri- 
tion and infection, primarily 
respiratory and gastrointestinal, two 
disease categories that are termed 
preventable. 

Data on children’s health in the 
area that | myself have collected 
further support this observation. It 
was found that there is a high rate of 
anemia and malnutrition among the 
children studied — up to 50 per cent 
rate of malnutrition among ail 
children under the age of five in 
some communities — and a high 
rate of parasitic and intectious dis- 
eases. Such a health picture can be 
corrected relatively easily by simple 
preventive measures that do not re- 
quire sophisticated: equipment of 
the type found in some Israeli 
hospitals. But it seems that there is 
no interest in corrective action on 
the part of the responsible 
authorities. a 


THIS LEADS us to the second 
point that | would like to clarity: 
that of the administrative apparatus 
for health. Following the 1967 
Arab-Israeli war, the Israeli military 
authorities took over complete con- 
trol of the existing governmental 
health facilities, previously ad- 
ministered by the Jordanian govern- 
ment, at which the majority of the 
population received health care. 


Since then, the military govern- 
ment has, at best, neglected even 
the maintenance of the existing 
health infrastructure, and, at worst, 
systematically suppressed the 
natural growth and development ot 
health services. 

Several points could support the 
above argument. | shall mention 
only a few. First, there is an absence 
ot a coordin. -d development plan 
tor the health sector, a necessary 
precondition for its growth and 
development. 

Added to this is a miserably insuf- 
ficient budget allocated for health 
by the military government. It is 
well known that not only does this 
not cover the maintenance of ex- 
isting health facilities, but it also 
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fails to fuifi! people's basic health 
needs. The West Bank medical ser- 
vices budget (both hospital and 
public health) for 1975, for instance, 
has been shown to be equivalent to 
about 60 per cent of the budget of 
one Israeli hospital alone for the 
Same year (Katbeh, 1975). 

Adding insult to injury, this 
already insufficient budget is being 
reduced yearly. For instance, the 
health budget for 1978 was 12 per 
cent jess than that of 1977; that of 
1979 was 8 per cent less than that of 


1978; and that of 1980 was 6 ner 
cent less than that vt 1979. And to 


top it all, it is known that about 30 
per cent of the occupied territories’ 
health budget is paid to Israeli 
hospitals for referral services 
(WHO, 1981) that would not have 
been necessary had it not been tor 
the lack of interest on the part of 
the responsible body in maintaining 
adequate services in West Bank and 
Gaza health institutions. 

Budgetary problems that. are 
compounded by further yearly cut- 
backs in an already deficient budget 
can only aggravate the situation, un- 
dermine the ability of health ser- 
vices in providing for people's 
health needs, and, in the final 
analysis, can only reflect itseif as a 
deterioration in the level of health 
of the population in question. 

| suspect it is the lack of basic 
equipment, basic medications and 
basic supporting services that drive 
Dr. Harb to trustration, and not his 
inability to perform high- 
technology surgery at Ramallah’ 
hospital. 

Dr. Harb’s dilemma, and that of 
many health protessionals working 
in the area, including myself, stems 
trom the. inability to pertorm their 
duty, to fulfil even the basic and 
elementary health needs of people 
due to the constraints imposed on 
them by the political reality. The 
frustration of many heaith profes- 
sionals working in the area stems 
from their knowledge and ex- 
perience of a situation in which they 
see Palestinian health institutions 
being rendered into a state of 
paralysis, and being directed 
towards the road of destruction. 


VAN LEER took an unprincipled 
position when he attacked Dr, Harb 
and others who appeared in the 











programme by explicitly stating that 
the. arguments that they presented 
were “PLO” arguments. This was 
unprincipled, because it created a 
disturbing distortion,’ which is ex- 
actly what Van Leer unjustly ac- 
cases the interviewed of, namely, 
“to appeal to the emotion of a large- 
ly uninformed public.” 

Indeed, for !ack of a solid argu- 
ment, Wim Van Leer distorted what 
was said by implanting the acronym 
PLO into the text, knowing full well 
the nature and extent of musintor- 
mation that reaches the average 
{sraeli regarding the neighbouring 
Palestinian ‘“‘inhabitants.’’ Van 
Leer, before assessing a situation 
with which he is not familiar, should 
perhaps have considered visiting 
health institutions in the West Bank 
or Gaza, to gain some under- 
standing of the reality of occupation 
and health. 

Last, but not least, are points 
dealing with referral to Israeli 
hospitals and goodwill towards 
Palestinians on the part of in- 
dividual Israeli health protessionals. 

The case of referrals to [srael, 


hospitals is problematic, primarily 
because, on the surface, referrals 
appear to be a humane act, an act of 
friendliness, something that the 
“Arabs” should be gratetui tor. 

Underneath the human face, 
however, lies a tar deeper meaning 
to the imposed practice of reterral, 
which has very serious implications 
on Palestinian society. Beneath the 
cover of humanity lies the fact that 
Palestinians are increasingly 
becoming dependent on Israel in all 
aspects of life, including health 
care. 


The weakening of Palestinian 
health institutions, their being in- 
capable of supporting the health 
needs of the Palestinian population, 
and the push towards dependence 
on Israeli health institutions can 
only be seen in its most dangerous 
form, an attempt to paralyze the 
ability of Palestinians to maintain 
the infrastructure needed for the 
reconstruction of their society 
without being totally dominated by 
the interests of other groups. 





It is precisely this dependence 
that Palestinians reject, and not 
human and goodwill contacts with 


Figures Rebutted 


Jerusalem POST in English 21 Mar 82 p 8 


the Israeli medical establishment. 
From the Palestinian point of view, 
a much more honest gesture of 
goodwill would inciude a serious at- 
tempt at developing existing health 
institutions in the West Bank and 
Gaza in such a way as to allow them 
the chance and ability to care ade- 
quately for the health of Palesti- 
nians in a self-reliant and non- 
dominated manner. But the actions 
of the military government show no 
goodwill of this sort. 

As for individual Israeli health 
professionals who have shown 
goodwill towards their Palestinian 
neighbours, there is no doubt in my 
mind as to their existence, for | have 
known quite a few. The fact remains 
that, in the absence of a clear and 
basic solution to the health 
problems of the West Bank and 
Gaza, much of their efforts shall re- 
main a palliative treatment to a 
recurring disease, one that is not 
only distorting and destroying 
Palestinian society, but also perhaps 
Israeli society as weil. 


The writer is assistant professor in 
the department of biology «nd 
hiochemistry at Bir Zeit university. 


[Article by Rita Giacamn] 


[Text] 


DR. RITA GIACAMAN assumes 
that in my article I went to bat for 
the health services in the ad- 
ministered territories, where in fact 
my argument was about the un- 
professional, partisan attitudes 
voiced in the film. 

[t is rather surprising that the 
figures she quotes for Infant Mor- 
tality Rate (IMR) in rebuttal to 
those published by Military Head- 
quarters, Judea and Samaria (1980) 
range “between SO and 100", per 
thousand, hardly that degree of ac- 
curacy we expect from the halls of 
academe, even if published under 
the imprimatur of the Bir Zeit 
University. 

Accurate IMR statistics can only 
he obtained when the bulk of births 
takes place in, and is followed up 
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by, hospitals (in Israel 98.2 per 
cent). In the West Bank this figure 
is more like 50 per cent, and I 
therefore doubt the accuracy of the 
statistics quoted by the military 
government although they seem 
much nearer the facts than those 
quoted by Dr. Giacaman, who bases 
her figures on what | would term 
“tainted sources.” like UNRWA, 
an ofganization generally an- 
tagonistic to Israel, and such ardent 


PLO supporters like Dr. Katbeh. It 
may be interesting to note that in 
the report submitted by the PLO to 
the World Health Organization 
(WHO) and incorporated in its an- 
nual report, the same distortions of 
fact appear. This should not come 
as a surprise since the area monitors 
for WHO are representatives of 











Rumania, an East-block country, 
Senegal and Indonesia, countries 
that have no diplomatic ties with 
Israel 


Her own researches, { am infor- 
thed, consist of house-to-house 
questioning of mothers in “‘selected 
villages.” Whether this is an accep- 
ted methodology I leave to the ex- 
perts to decide. But data collected 
in selected areas seems to me a most 
distorting method of analysis. Ac- 
cording to a recent BBC broadcast, 
the shanty-towns outside Mexico 
City have dn IMR of 400; Mexico as 
a whole has an IMR of 60 (WHO, 
|978) 


The West Bank, despite Dr. 
Giacaman’s claims, is not lacking 
in medical services, as the tables 
helow demonstrate. 


But to the concerned and 
dedicated public health physician, 
budgets are, almost by definition, in- 
adequate. This sentiment Dr. 
Giacaman shares with her Israei 
colleagues. 


With Dr. Giacaman’s reserva- 
tions regarding our attitude to 
“medical dependency” with its at- 
tending frustrations, she is on safer 
ground. I don't envy Prof 
Menachem Milson’s task of im- 
plementing a policy of dependency 
on Israel porallel with that of expan- 
ding autonomy for West Bank 
facilities. If we are serious about 
gradual autonomy for the ad- 
ininistered territories, medical ser- 
vices is as good an area for nrogress 
as any, and better than most. 

And finally, there is the following 


point’ Nowhere in the civilized 
world are medical services entirely 
dependent on government hand- 
outs. The hospital she reters to 
(...°60 per cent of the budget of one 
Israeli hospital..."") is Sha’are Zedek 
in Jerusalem, which receives 30 per 
cent or more of its budget from 
donations collected abroad, an 
operation on which much effort is 
expended. Why shouldn't some of 
those lovely petrodollars from the 
‘fraternal Arab states" be diverted 
into ameliorating the life of her 
charges. For saving life on the West 
Bank is as noble a cause as it is in 
Israel or elsewhere. 

If her colleagues are unwilling to 
accept Israeli medical know-how, 
they might be willing to emulate our 
undisputed expertise in the field of 
fund-raising. 


Mother and Child Centres in Judea and Samaria 


1968 62 
1980 = 80 


Gaza 


Judea and Samaria 


Algeria 
Egypt 
Morocco 
Iraq 
Israel 


Government 23 
Government 38 


Private 
Private 


Physicians per 10,000 population 


3 
6. | 

1.6 

3.4 Mexico 
0.9 US.A 
4.0 


Germany (West) 


28.7 Greece 


Total 85 
Total 118 


4.5 
11.8 
3.7 
8.0. 
16.8 
20.04 
22.07 


Hospital Occupancy in Judea and Samaria (excluding psychiatric care) 


occupancy rate 68.5% 
occupancy rate 63.8% 


hospitals; 
hospitals; 


650 beds in 
371 =beds in 


government 
private 
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ANNUAL CRIME STATISTICS RELEASED 


Jerusalem POST in English 21 Mar 82 p 3 


[Text ] 


CSO3 


Rape cases reported to the police 
in 198| were up 45 per cent com- 
pared to 1980. 

A classified report shows signifi- 
cant increases in other sex-related 
crimes, security offences and arson. 
It shows a decrease in incidents of 
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robbery, fraud, burgiary of business 


premises and traffic accident- 
related fatalities. 

The report, data from which are 
listed below, was recently leaked to 
the press. The police usually release 
their report to the public in late spr- 


ing. 


TYPE OF CRIME INCIDENCE INCIDENCE PERCENTAGE 
IN 1981 IN 1980 CHANGE 
Security 824 782 9.4 
Disturbance of public order —-18,282 17,319 0 
Moral 3,832 3,843 —0.3 
Fraud 12,281 13,862 —11.4 
Economic 308 293 5.1 
Armed Robbery 207 209 —09 
Robbery 363 385 —S§3 
Burglary (business premises 
and institutions) 21,991 25,151 —12.6 
Burglary (dwellings) 36 566 36,295 +0.7 
Car theft 16,088 16,118 —0.2 
Theft from cars 37,178 35,244 5.5 
Malicious damage 
to property 15,495 14,092 9.9 
Extortion 448 422 6.2 
Arson 822 713 15.0 
Murder 84 80 5.0 
Rape 277 192 45.0 
Sexual assault 371 353 5.0 
Dangerous drugs sale 1182 "1190 —0.7 
” Dingérous drug use 2496 2464 1.3 
Assault of police | 865 1,692 10.2 
Sex crimes 1,958 1,802 98.6 
Crimes against property 194,051 196,302 —1.1 
All crimes 243,406 267,004 —1.5 
TRAFFIC 
Road accidents 13,155 12,832 +2.5 
Accidents with fatalities 363 389 6.3 
Deaths 420 433 —3.0 
Serious injuries 3270 328! —0.3 
Slight injuires 14,789 14,279 +36 
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EDITORIAL: HANDLING OF WEST BANK VIOLENCE DEPLORED 
Jerusalem POST in English 22 Mar 82 p 8 
[Editorial] 


[Text] 
THE UNREST in the West Bank need not last, some highly placed 
Israelis are observing. There is a pattern to the escalation of ex- 
tremism, they point out, with passions tending to subside over time. 
The present excitement in the streets will, therefore, run its course, 
and then quiet will settle in again. 

Perhaps this is indeed what will happen. But there is also good 
reason to believe that, even so, the underlying tensions: will remain 
unabated, and the potential will remain for another, and worse, ex- 
plosion. 

Since they are deterred by the cease-fire in Lebanon from crushing 
the PLO’s military forces across the border, the Israeli authorities are 
focusing on an attempt to squash the organization politically in the 
territories. The idea is to form an alternative leadership to that 
favoured by the terrorists which would be willing, and able, to repre- 
sent the Palestinian inhabitants of Judea, Samaria and Gaza in 
negotiating the autonomy and in making it work. 

This is a legitimate purpose in its own right. But the method em- 
ployed in carrying it out has been to try to overturn such measure of 
democracy as Israel has prided itself on introducing into the gover- 
nance of the West Bank: to topple the elected town leaders and have 
them replaced, wherever possible, with official appointees, while 
raising to positions of real power a fresh crew of rural chiefs who 
would follow the Israeli line without demurrer. 

The events of the past three days have been in the nature of achain 
reaction stemming from this new Israeli practice. 

El-Bireh’s town council was trapped into defying the West Bank's 
civilian governor, and thus invited its own dissolution last Thursday. 
This set off a sympathy strike throughout the area, accompanied by 
riots and clashes between demonstrators and the army. A Ramailah 
youth was killed, as will happen in such cases, from shots supposedly 
fired “according to regulations,” and several women were hurt, 

Striking merchants’ shops were welded, in the usual strongarm 
show, by the troops. And yesterday the people of El-Bireh, Ramallah 
and Nablus were barred from using the Jordan bridges, and subject to 
curfew. 

Whatever other effect they may have had, the events of the past 
three days have surely widened the gap between Israelis and Palesti- 
nians in the areas. Bethichem’s Elias Freij, the most moderate by far 
among the mayors, whose own shop got welded, blasted what he ter- 
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med Israel's “colonial rule” as one marked by harassment and collec- 
tive punishment. But at the cabinet yesterday Prime Minister 
Menachem Begin congratulated the soldiers and their officers on set- 
ting a fine example of “self-restraint” in putting down the distur- 
bances. 

it is hard to believe that anyone in his right mind expects the 
army's punitive measures to cause the Palestinians to warm up to the 
idea of autonomy. It is rather that, as Defence Minister Ariel Sharon 
made plain at the cabinet, Israel now has an alternative. If Egypt, af- 
ter April 26, strays from the Camp David path — keeps spurning, that 
is. Israel’s own autonomy version — Israeli law, jurisdiction and ad- 
ministration would be extended to Judea, Samaria and Gaza. 

This might of course trigger another explosion in the West Bank. 
But it would be duly put down again, for the sake of good order, and 
Mr. Begin would again congratulate the troops on their self-restraint. 
And if the world at large voices disapproval — well, so much the 
worse for the world. 

Israel. meanwhile, will go on supporting full independence and 
civil rights — for the people of Afghanistan. 
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CONCENTRATING SOLAR COLLECTORS=--Beersheba=--Concentrating solar energy 
collector modules made by LUZ International Ltd, of Jerusalem, are now 
under consideration as sources of energy for a LOKW prototype magneto 
hydrodynamic generator, soon to be built at Ben Gurion University here, 
Agreements for the construction of such a prototype towards the development 
of much larger M.H.D. systems, have been concluded between the University 
and Solmecs Ltd., a Dutch=based high technology firm (see INNOVATION 68, 
July 1981) Earlier plans had assumed the use of flat plate collectors 
with the MHD system operating at less than 100°C. However, more recent 
calculations envisage greater benefits if the liquid metal system's 
operating temperature is raised to about 200°C (392°F)--a level not 
practical with flat plate collectors, Luz (see INNOVATION 71, October 
1981) is one of very few producers anywhere in the world able to supply 
proven concentrating solar collectors, Only recently the company inaugu- 
rated the first stage of its steam generating system for a food processing 
plant in Israel and contracts already have been signed for the supply of 
at least three additional installations to textile plants in the United 
States. The prorotype M.H.D. generator in Beersheba will only derive a 
small portion of its input energy from a solar system to demonstrate the 
feaxibility of that approach, Most of its energy, however, will come from 
some still to be determined conventional source. [Text] [Jerusalem 
INNOVATION in English No 75, Feb 82 pp 3-4] 


EFFICIENT TUNGSTEN RECOVERY PROCESS=-Tel Aviv--An energy-economical process 
for the recovery of tungsten from scrap has been developed by Tel Aviv 
University scientists, The same method can also be adapted for the primary 
extraction of that metal from sheelite and wolframite ores. Tungsten is an 
increasingly important raw material in modern metallurgy because of its 
extreme hardness and very high 3400° melting point. However, those same 
characteristics also make the metal's production and its recovery from scrap 
costly and energy intensive processes. Researchers at Ramot Ltd., Tel 

Aviv University's applied research and development authority have approached 
this problem from a new angle, Their process is based on the raw material's 
disintegration in a bath of molten salts, at temperatures far below the 
melting point of tungsten. In the course of that decomposition, the metal 
reacts to become part of a water soluble salt which is easily separated from 
most of the other metallic ingredients, The aqueous tungsten salt solution 
is processed to achieve a high degree of purity following which the salt is 
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calcined into pure, extrafine tungsten oxide (W03), which can be reduced 
into very pure (99,98%) and fine (particles of 1 and 1.2 microns) tungsten 
powder, That, in turn, is used widely to produce tools and parts by 
conventional powder metallurgical processes, The process successfully 
recycles both cutting tool scraps and metallic scrap. It is possible to 
recover tantalum and cobalt simultaneously to enhance the process’ economic 
viability. [Text] [Jeruaslem INNOVATION in English No 75, Feb 82 pp 2-3] 


DATA TAPE DRIVE--Petah Tikva--A series of electronically controlled high 
precision drives for data tape cassettes has been developed by Tek=Dyn 

Ltd., of this city. The units are designed for incorporation in any 
terminal where information is to be recorded, read out, edited or otherwise 
modified, An important feature of those drives is the high precision DC 
motor which maintains its speed accurately, thanks to the incoporated tacho- 
meter, A built-in photo-electric sensor system assures that the Tek=-Dyn 
drive operates in harmony with the tape cartridge, Operation is bi-direc- 
tional and two-speed; the data transfer rate is 24 kbits/second, and record- 
ing density reaches 1600 flux changes per inch, Units are compact and 
measure only 102 x 78 x 105mm (about 4 x 3 x 4 1/2 inches). Component 
electronic and mechanical subassemblies are flexibly arranged; they can 

be layed out according to the needs of the equipment in which they are to 

be incorporated, Tek=Dyn tape data recorders are suitable for incorporation 
in mini= and microcomputers of all types; they are also suitable for point 
of sale terminals, various military items, word processors and many more, 
[Text] [Jerusalem INNOVATION in English No 75 Feb 82 p 6] 


NEW INFRARED TRANSMITTING GLASS=-Herzlia--Relatively inexpensive new types 
of glass capable of transmitting light in the infrared range have been 
developed by ISPRA, a high technology product development firm in this town 
north of Tel Aviv. Production costs ot the new ISPRA glasses are said to 

be up to 40% below those of comparable products and that on top of their 
other advantages. ISPRA has developed such products in two ranges. The 
so-called "{"' glass transmits light from the ultraviolet to the near infra- 
red (up to wave lengths of 6 microns) while IRC glass covers a much broader 
spectrum from 0.8 to 14 microns, That makes them useful for various 
industrial and military uses--for instance, in night viewing devices. These 
new products possess excellent mechanical and optical properties. The trans- 
mittance of I glass is not affected by temperatures above 600°C, which makes 
it suitable for demanding applications in the metallurgical industries. 
Weathering has virtually been eliminated: exposure over three months to 

98”, humidity, at 50°C, produced no detectable surface deterioration, even 
under the microscope. Both types of glass can be processed to produce 
blanks of very good optical quality for the production of lenses, prisms 

and flat windows. ISPRA is prepared to supply test samples to potential 
customers. [Text] [Jerusalem INNOVATION in English No 76, Mar 82 p 2] 
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-ANK PERLSCOPE LENS==Maayan Zvie--A line of viewing riscopes, for use 

(nh armored combat vehicles, has been developed and is now manufactured by 
Scopus Optical Industry in this kibbutz. Scopus are experienced makers of 
‘ytical spectacle lenses, using CR=39, a high quality non=-breakable synthetic 
material (see INNOVATION 38, January 1979). The company makes the periscope 
body out of metilmecrilate in its own plastics moulding department. Follows 
ing that process, units are checked painstakingly for optical quality. Only 
homogeneous and optically perfect pieces are then subjected to the various 
shaping and assembly processes which finally produce periscopes. The firm 
is prepared to manufacture such instruments to each customer's individual 
specifications, Until now four models have been made, including one for 
'srael's own Merkava tank, Very light--the heaviest only weighs 4 kg-- 
these periscopes offer a wide field of vision. One model, for instance, 
mikes it possible to see over a horizontal arch of 177.6°, and a vertical 
one of 56°, Scopus tank telescopes meet very stringent specifications, 

ine juding MIL-46239, [Text] [Jerusalem INNOVATION in English No 74, Jan 82 
p 8 


CALLIUM ARSENIDE LASERS=-Haifa~=A joint venture for the development and 
production of gallium arsenide lasers has been established by Rafael, the 
israel defense establishment's weapon systems development authority, 
together with Fibronics, an increasingly important developer and manufac- 
turer of fiberoptic cables and instruments, In tackling this new challenge 
each of the two partners will contribute his experience and strength. Over 
the last three decades Rafael has successfully developed highly complex 

and sophisticated systems both for the domestic military market and for 
export; although still a relatively young firm, Fibronics already has proven 
its ability to master demanding new technologies and to convert such skills 
into commercial successes. Their joint enterprise's first product is an 
extremely reliable pulsed gallium arsenide laser which meets military 
specifications, Made in Israel, it is now available on an off-the-shelf 
basis, A more varied and more extensive product line is now being created 
to meet a broad range of customer requirements, An additional initial 
objective will be the establishment of a credible international distribu- 
tion network, directed largely at the demanding military market. Supply 

of this commodity presently is not adequately reliable--a shortcoming the 
Fibronics/Rafael partnership intends to rectify. [Text] [Jerusalem 
[NNOVATLON in English No 74, Jan 82 p 8] 


DP EWNCR EXPENDITUPES--The State of Israel is now in third place internationally 
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‘n the area of defense spending per person for the year ($839), after Saudi 


Arabia ($1004) and the principality of Qatar ($1194)--according to data fur- 
nished last night by the president of Ben Gurion University, General (Res) 
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‘hlomo Gazit, in his lecture to participants of the 13th sociological congress 


‘ing held in Beersheba. According to Gazit, the real economic burden borne 
by Israeli society under the mantle of defense need is greater than that 
wiich appears in the country's defense budget. He said that there are some 
ssitive aspects to the fact that Israel has been under defense pressures 
‘nee its founding. Among other things he listed the development of advanced 


technologies thanks to the need to manufacture and operate sophisticated 
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weapons systems, and the training of technical manpower at a high level wno 
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-erye the civilian system at a later stage. [Text] [Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHARONOT 


in Hebrew ll Feb 82 p 4] 9794 














LE BANON 


LEFTIST LEADER PROPOSES BASES FOR RECONCILIATION 
Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic No 259, 6 Feb 82 pp 30. 31 


[Article by Ghassan Bayram: "A New Initiative_on the Part of Ibrahim Qulaylat: A 
3-Year Presidential Term Which Can Be Renewed"/ 


LText/ Mr Ibrahim Qulaylat, chairman of the Command Council of "al-Murabitun,” the 
Indepencent Nasirists' Movement, in this conversation with AL-MUSTAQBAL, has presen- 
ted a conception which would lead to quaranteeing the consummation of the election 
of a new president in Lebanon in accordance with _thg@ requirements of the circum- 
stances of the stage, in the Lebanese, Western /sic/ and international contexts. 


Sy means of this initiative, Mr Qulaylat is trying to make a statement on the cur- 
rent political controversy over the possibility of getting a president who will come 
up with a desired solution to the Lebanese crisis, or an alternative in the event 

it is not possible to arrive at an agreement on electing a president unanimously, 
and considers whether the alternative would take the form of a 2-year extension of 
President Ilyas Sarkis' term. 


What does the leader of the al-Murabitun, one of the most prominent bulwarks of the 
Lebanese National Movement, recommend in this initiative of his, which he is announ- 
cing for the first time? 


The answer comes in the course of this conversation with Mr Qulaylat, which AL- 
MUSTAIBAL began with the following question: 


"Une strange thing these days is the political and media orientation which is pro- 
moting a climate of warinsss and expsactations of renawed fighting on the Lebanese 
stage, which it is anticipated will occur on the threshhold of the presidential 
elections." 


Qulaylats It should be taken for granted that the Lebanese arena is not stable at 
this stage, and that is not strange, since many areas of the world are going through 
an atmosphere of instability, which, in the general context of international poli- 
‘ics, underlines the inevitability of the interlinkage that exists between these 
problems and the crises we are witnessing on the world map today. Among them, pre- 
aminently, is the state of instability we are experiencing on the Lebanese stage and 
in the Middle East. 


[f wea proceed with this proper understanding of the situation, we will be able to 
evaluate and analyze the reply that is given to this question and say that the 
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likelihood of a resumption of comprehensive fighting in Lebanon, such es what there 
was in 1975-76, does not exist and is not founded on logical objective bases, for 
the following reasons: 


First, the Lebanese stage is no longer a secondary one in the context of the inter- 
national struggle between the two superpowers. 


Second, the intense contradiction that the struggle between the two superpowers has 
reached has now almost gone beyond what is called a “medium-red line" to a “solid 
red line," especially with the events in Poland. This has positive reflections on 
existing and pending problems in other areas of the world and not vice versa, espec- 
ially on the Lebanese stage ~ which is the central stage of the course of the strug- 
qle in the Middle East and will of necessity benefit from these positive features. 
We can now observe the fruits of this beneficial process in the freezing cf the over- 
all combat situation, one of whose most conspicuous indices is the continued cease 
fire in southern Lebanon, as well as the freezing of the missile crisis in al-Biqa’, 
and consequently the freezing of factional plans and schemes in the context of 
Lebanon as a whole. We observe this freeze in the initiatives carried out by numer- 
ous groups calling for national reconciliation and the automatic acceptance of the 
unity of the land and the people in Lebanon. However, that does not mean there is 
[no/ possibility that attempts will be made to fabricate incidents whose objective 
is to carry out combat operations; however, these will continue to be limited. Their 
serious aspact might lie in their tentative execution, which is aimed at weakening 
and fragmenting national ranks and nationalist areas by fabricating clashes and 
battles that have almost assumed factional, ideological orientations. In my belief, 
the fact is that the general nationalist mind, and the Moslem political mind in 
general, has risen to a level of responsibility that will quarantee the deterrence 
and frustration of these attempts, which are aimed ultimately at sowing confusion 
among the true nationalist and nationalist forces snd busying them with peripheral, 
marqinal matters, diverting them from a basic, effective role at the table where 
basic essential principles and foundations for rebuilding an independent Lebanon -- 
government, people and institutions -=- will be laid out. 


Third, all illusions that it is possible to carry out plans todivide Lebanon up, 
in the geographic or factional contexts, are being thwarted. Signs and initial 
manifestations are appearing in almost every group that point to an appeal to seek 
out the formula for a solution that will restore Lebanon's national political ba- 
lance on a basis of the unity of the land and people and construction of a modern, 
just, capable state. 


Fourth, there is an attempt to make use of Israeli rigidity and designs, embodied 
recently in the incorporation of the Golan Heights, in bringing about a unity of 
goals in the Arab cause and common Arab action. This is an important element in 

the facts of the case on which we have constructed our assumption that comprehensive 
fighting will not break out again on the Lebanese stage, because a united Arab 
stand in coping with these incessant Israels challenges will greatly reduce the 
asperity of Arab contradictions and their reapeccussions on the Arab stage. 


AL-MUSTA)BALs If all these points of fact make you rule out the outbreak of a com- 
prehensive combat situation, to what then do you ascribe the reasons for the wide- 
spread fear that fighting will resume on the threshhold of the presidential elections? 
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Quloylat: The spread of this kind of atmosphere is aimed at the attainment of two 
qoals: 


The first goal is to cause constant confusion and exhaustion among the Lebanese 
Forces and keep them diverted from following through with the precess of developing 
the international attempts to resolve the Middle East issue in all its dimensions. 
we must not lose sight of the fact that we are now going through @ process of the 
Organization of an international deal to resolve Pending issues and problems that 
are breaking out in the world, in the Gulf, Afghanistan and Tutkey, on up to Poland; 
foremost among these is the issue of the Arab-Israeli-Palestinian struggle. 


4ere one must also point out that what distinguishes the Middle East crisis from 
other crises in the world is the fact that the file on this crisis impinnes on a 
number of other crises, most importantly the Arab-Israsli struggle, the Israeli 
struggle with the Palestinian paople, and the latter's right to exist, as well as 
the struqale between Israel] and Lebanon, and also the domestic Lehanese-Lehanese 
struggle and the important issue in the file of the Lebanese south, where the situ- 
ation is a microcosm of roughly all international struggles. Abowe and beyond this 
is another important matter, which one cannot ignore, and that is the size of Arab 
sontradictions and their repercussions on the Lebanese stage. And so forth. 


As for the second goal, that is to inundate the file on the future of Lebanon, by 
nastening the presidential elections, starting now, with a large list of names and 
candidates, spurring on the war of maneuvering that is going on to make the citizen 
lose sight of the true nature of the measures by which we can arrive at an effective 
stage in the presidential election process, after the candidate's specifications 
Nave heen determined and aqreemant has been reached on his identity. 


This is above and beyond the fact that attempts are being made once again to cust 
off the old mathods that were followed and that dominated conduct of this kind. 


AL=MUSTAIJBAL: In the midst of all that, there is talk about extending President 

Ilyas Sarkis' term, proceeding from the belief that the time for a resolution has 

not yet come and that rather than have a new president come who will be consumed in 
the imbroglio of the crisis, it would be better to give President Sarkis an extension, 
on grounds that he has become well-versed and experienced in managing the crisis. 

Nhat is your response to this hypothesis? 


Qulaylats Wa, in our capacity as the Movement of Indeperndent Nasirists (al-Murabitun), 
alona with some nationalist forces and Parties, consider that the matters being raised 
on the prasidency, whether involving an axtansion, a renawal, an appointment of an 
election, are premature in terms of the timing and scheduling stipulated for the pre- 
Sidential elections. In programming our analysis and evaluation of that issue, we 

are putting it in the framework of «a group of points of time regarding international, 
Arab and Lebanese settlements of accounts that are underway ? 


First, there are international settlements of accounts that are, as we stated pre- 
viously, being translated into a treatment of the explosive issues in the world as 


a whole. ihe consummation of their ultimate ramedy must come about through inter- 
National detente, This detente between tha two superpowers is the basic, soli- 
fundamental approach to all the solutions required for ail issues, among them the 


Njidle Eact issue, Dart of which, Nr ONY eanemct of which. is the sub fect of the 
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election of the president of Lebanon. Without bringing such an approach about, all 
movements or statements will be marginal to our serious view of the issue. 


Second, most unfortunately, alongside this international settlement of accounts, 
there is the settlement of Arab detente; this is reflected in serious efforts aimed 
at detente. 


From all this we can proceed to schedule other important points of time, among thems 
April and the Israeli withdrawal from Sinai. 


Another point also, is the Arab situation and reaffirmation of Arab solidarity and 
reconciliation through the decisions to be adopted in July, following this April, 
with regard to the Arab deterrent forces in Lebanon, prior to the attainment of the 
final dimension in this scheduling - the election of a new president for Lebanon. 
Therefore it is natural that we should not qo astray and not facilitate plans for 
leading us astray through this process of sowing confusion; we should not deal with 
the situation before the real, logical, objective time for settling accounts on the 
election of the new president comes. 


AL-MUSTAUBAL: Since this is your view of matters, if we assume that the real time 
for settling accounts in selecting a president comes but that this international 

and Arab approach for a mutual understanding over a new president is not secured, 
what will the result ba? Will the solution be to give President Sarkis an extension? 


Qulaylat: Matters differ according to curcumstances and the development of situations, 
subjecting the point of time for the election of the president to these settlements 

of accounts and the points in time referred to above. Through their repercussions, 
these developments will bring us face to face with one of two things: 


First, a president will be elected who will be wall-rounded, well-integrated, basic, 
and venerable, and will produce a solution and an integrated national political 
con'ract to restore the unity of the nation and build the country up, with the par- 
ticipation of a prime minister who will be a basic, well-reunded, well-integrated, 
venerable premier, and then the two of them will complement one another in bringing 
about a national political compact on whose basis a government which is capable of 
bringing about a future and dignity for the country and the citizen, especially in 
the context of their domestic and Arab affiliation, will be established. 


Second, in the event the settlement of these international, Arab and Lebanese accounts 
remains suspended in a negative framework, it will be necessary to come up with a 
unified nationalist Lebanese position common to the groups which will be able to 
influence the Arab and international situation regarding the attainment of a tran- 
sitional stage while awaiting the consummation of the stage of positive elements in 
tha settlement of accounts and international points of time. Hare, we, as a move- 
ment, in either case, will hacommitting ourselves to determining the general and 
essential specifications which must apply to all new presidents, wheather they are 
venerable politicians or are tentative choices. These specifications must lie within 
the following frameworks: 


1. The candidates’ political and national history must be clear and undistorted and 
there must be nothing obscure about them. 














2. Thay must possess personalities which are strong and trusted and must not be 
dictated by foredon considerations or excaptional circumstances -- that is, they 
must he people who have taken the iniative in quiding and using these circumstances 
for the higher national and Arab interest. 


3. They must be able to bear responsibilities which are exceptional and seminal at 
the same time. 


4. They must be able to and capable of making an explicit declaration of their 
comprehensive Lebanese national affiliation and their real Arab affiliation. 


5. They must be committed to the 14 universally accepted points the president pre- 
viously declared, not just in their broad declared outlines, as titles, but elso in 
the programming of the formula for their execution in letter and spirit. 


Here one must call for the need to liberate oneself from the heresy of maneuvering 
and inundating the country in names of candidates, take a serious, responsible view 
of this subject and beqin, as of now, to narrow down the file on candidates to the 
presidency, because these names have become excessively numerous. In either case, 
whether there is a transitional period or a basic one, we will direct ourselves 
responsibly and truthfully to strive to restrict the campaign to two or three can- 
didates at most. All of these candidates will of course, be well-versed in the 
actual facts of every day life, well established on the actual situation, and will 
not be beholden to unknown influences or influences of inheritance, class affili- 
ation or subordination, lest their attributes be an illusion. 


While from the beginning we have rejected the inundation and do not teke it lightly, 
and are preoccupied with the discussions that are taking place on whether or not 
there should be an extension, that is because we have a conception which we are 
propounding as of now to all parties concerned, and this constitutes a responsible 
way out of all dilemmas. 


We consider that if we transcend the stage of April or July, the file on the Middle 
Fast crisis will still remain open with all its negative aspects, and our situation 
will have to ba dealt with in the following manner: 


First, a start will have to be mace on an exceptional one-time amendment to the 
constitution, on the issue of electing a new president for a 3eyear term which can 
he renewed once for a further 3-year period. 


Secogi, the first 3-year term will be sufficient to choose a new prasident in terms 
of Lijuiging/ the axtent of the exceptional powers he enjoys, which will make him 
capable of grasping and remedying the netion's problems. 


Third, if the new president successfully passes the test - the axceptional experiment 
of the first 3-year term = and is able to put his responsibility to work, through 

his intrinsic abilities, building up the country, at that point it will be possible 
to oive him an extension of 3 further years to complete the course of resolution 

and construction, after the features and ingredients of his personality that would 
quality him essentially to be president have come to ligrt. 


In our opinion, Lebanon, because of its conditions, its crisis, its domestic problems 
and the reaional circumstances that surround it = above and beyond the intarnat ional 














conditions = cannot endure =n experiment with a new president whom the constitution 
will allow to remain for 6 years. The nation and the citizen cannot endure an entire 
term with a weak, listless president who is unable practically to lead the nation 

and the citizens out of their ordeal. 


This is just a conception which we are most objectively and sincerely setting forth 
for discussion and debate. We consider it an exceptional way out, if we reach the 
exceptional grave dilemma that everybody is afraid of. On top of that, it in our 
opinion constitutes a positive objection not just to an appeal to extend the pre- 
sident's term by 2 years but also to the possibility that a president will be im- 
posed as an experimant whom the constitution will empower to stay for 6 years while 
we continue to observe that there are crucial, historic circumstances whose features 
are unclear and on which our future and that of the region in general depend. 


AL={"USTAQBAL: In your opinion, can this conception become acceptable as an excep- 
tional national solution to an exceptional stage? 


Qulaylat: We are propounding this conception from the premise of our total commit- 
ment to our national and Arab responsibility, and we are laying it out on the table 
of responsible discussion without any agitation, haste, superficiality or haphazard- 
ness. We believe that the construction of a future for this country is the historic 
responsibility of all of us. Through serious discussion of this country's future, 
we can serve the Lebanese national cause in its true foundations and we wil! thus 
have striven to consummate our Arab affiliation and will have served the higher Arab 
interest and its central cause, the Palestinian cause. 


“e look for deep-rooted approaches to firm national solutions and refuse to be inun- 
dated in confused, disorganized unclear files containing plans and counter-plans 
where the principle of the veto and the veto override are facilitated. These could 
quite possibly push us into, and make us enter, mazes in which we will be standing 
at the threshhold of a new ordeal ai a time when we see that most groups are de- 
claring and demanding a discussion of a final way out of the ordeal of the nation 
and the citizen. 


Therefore the concerned national forces which have an interest in the unity of 
Lebanon, its people and institutions, especially an interest in gettino out of this 
Oideal, must keep these confused suspect files from being opened, whether their 
premises are Lebanese or foreign. We ourselves must specify what we want and co not 
want. The ordeal has made us better able to specify uncomplicated bases for recon- 
structing the country on the firm national hases we believe in. 


Mr Ibrahim Qulaylat summed it up with a renewed emphasis on his statement: "To us, 
getting bogged down in the file of emerging from the ordeal through guided, suspect 
Files, both anticipated and unanticipated, is to be rejected, as stated above, as 

it was the day they decided to open the file on visiting this ordeal on our Lebanese 
stage, bringing great suffering on the Lebanese, Arab and Palestinian national cause." 
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LEBANON 


PHALANGE LEADERS LAY OUT CONCEPTIONS OF DESIRABLE SETTLEMENT 
Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic No 259, 6 Feb 82 p 29 


ZArticle by As'ad Hayder: "Postwar Lebanon, Fours The Nation the Phalange Wants: 
Closely Wedded to the East and Open to the West"/ 


Liext/ Formulating “the nation" from the barrel of a qun seems natural and consonant 
with the history of the Phalange Party and its role in the Lebanese war. From the 
First day, 13 April 1975, the day the situation exploded in ‘Ayn al-Rummanah, this 
Party engaged in the struggle by means of arms. The explosion was an expression of 
a strategic political stand regarding the form and content of the nation of Lebanon. 


The Phalanae Party pursued the Lebanese war with a specific demand in its possession: 
ta control the Palestinian resistance on Lebanese territory and eliminate its con- 
centrations where necessary, "aspecially in the Christian areas." Ouring this war, 
which the Phalange Party entered with the goal of eliminating “Palestinian trans- 
gressions," the party's political stands grew in keeping with the qrowth of the war 
in form and substance. 


The most conspicuous form of this growth was that the Phalange Party, with the war, 
turnec into the backbone of the Lebanese Front. Although the front, in successive 
periovs, most recently on 22 December 1980, uncer the title "The Lebanon We Want To 
Build," declared its view of the Lebanon it wanted, the Phalange Party, in its con- 
ception, has retained an independence which has arisen from its situation. 


The Phalangqe Party is the strongest and most organized of the "Christian" parties. 
While this party managed to grow in Shihab's ere, and came to have more than 10 
deputies, it has managed to use the war and the danger that embraced Lebanon in order 
to expand, organize and militarize its base. The base of this party is drawn from 
the "Christian proletariat," if one may use the expression. This base consists of 
workers, Peasants and poor people from the mountains who have not joined the "parties 
of the proletariat" for reasons connected with the composition of Mount Lebanon - 
though we should not forget these leftist parties’ essential deficiency in addres- 
sino themselves to this "proletariat." The problem of the Phalange Party now, as it 
feels its strength on the stage, is that it is trying to eliminate the presence of 
tha other Christian bodies or, in the best of cases, to put them under its aegis. 
Thus cone can understand the process of self-examination the Phalanoe Party is giving 
through proceeding from the fact that it is the paramount representative of tie 
Christians in Labanon. 











Before going into details on “the nation" the Phalange Party wants, one must observe 
that the party arose with the "militarocracy mentality" at its core. While the 
party's military apparatus grew to a point where that became an aspect and a base of 
the party, that was not just because of the war, and the requirements of the war, 
but also because of the party's receptivity to such growth. What the Phalange 

Party is presenting now comes via its two voices: Shaykh Bashir al-Jumayyil, the 
"man of war," and Shaykh Amin al-Jumayyil, the "man of politics and dialogue,” in 
the party. Thus each voice complements the other, even if the situation sometimes 
seems contradictory. 


Perhaps the clearest Phalanoe Party programs for its vision of the formulation of 
"the nation” appear in Shaykh Bashir al-Jumayyil's statement at a celebration the 
Phalange Party held on 29 November 1981. 


In this program, the word “dialogue” reappeared in Bashir al-Jumayyil's platform. 
What has been labelled a retreat in this program is only the genesis ot an under- 
standing that a military resolution to the Lebanese war is out of the question. 


The “nation” that the Phalange Party wants, in the words of Bashir al-Jumayyil, is 
one that “will not be dependent on anyone, not a burden on the Christians of the 
West nor a thorn in the side of the Moslems of the East." This solution is the 
solution of striking a balance between a commitment to the Christian West and fusion 
into the Moslem East. That is one of Labanon's demands, in light of its environment, 
and is followed by the demand for the “unity of the Moslems and Christians of Lebanon," 
to the exclusion of others - that is, to the exclusion of the "Lebanese National 
“ovement.” After 7 years of war, of which people have become tired, the time has 
come to sit down for the sake of a “new constitutional formulation of a principle 

of coexistence which will provide the various cultural groups in Lebanon security 
and freedom and will offer equality of obligations and rights among Lebanese, pro- 
ceeding from this nation's distinguishing features and traditions." In order to 
solve the two complexes of the Lebanese, the "complex of fear" among Christians 

and the “inferiority complex" among Moslems, the solution must be to have "the 
rights of a qiven group not realized by giving them two centers in the place of one, 
and the security of another qroup not realized by giving them two rifles in the 
place of one, but by creating a national conception which will turn the government 
into a tree that we cultivate and are concerned over, not a fruit that we pluck." 
This presentation reveals a clear failure to qet into details on social and economic 
chanoes and the structure of the government, and preoccupation with polite qeneral- 
ities. This may be ascribed to the Phalange Party's desire to keep its base rally- 
ing around it rather than clashing with it on future goals which do not take account 
of the future of Lebanon as a country possessing its own identity. 


Because Lebanon is going through the stage of choosing a president, the Phalange 
Party has a vision of this president and his role. The president that Lebanon 
requires is one who will "use acts of anger, tools of warning, words of refusal 
and names of determination.” This selection of characteristics for a president is 
Aimed at a united free wholly sovereiqn Lebanon. 


The talk about the "nation" of Lebanon cannot now be seperated from the talk about 
Lebanese=Palestinian and Lebanase-Syrian relations. There is a need, “which is 
pressing, to open these two files because the future, in our opinion (that is, the 
Phalanqe's), is still more important than the past and the present." Lebanese- 
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Palectinian relations must shift “from a state of animosity to a state of trust, 9s 
hefits the tentative Palestinian presence in Lebanon.” This description foreswears 
"wars" of liquidation and demilitarization and condemnation of this continued state 
of affairs, if only provisionally. Such a shift can come about only through "strict 
commitment by the Palestine Liberation Organization, with all its detachments, to 
the demands of comprehensive Lebanese sovereignty.” 


Upenina the file on Syrian-Lebanese relations, as far as the Phalange goes, will 
take place by “having the Syrian forces presant in Lebanon return for once and for 
all to their own country, and having Lebanese territory continue to be a source of 
reassurance to Syria.” Bashir al-Jumayyil leaves the means for bringing about this 
"reassurance™ steeped in general terms. 


The proposition which Bashir al-Jumayyil has presented arose in a situation where 
"Lhe time of suffering has not ended, but the crisis is im its final stage” -- es- 
pecially since the Lebanese have become tired by 7 years of war. Therefore, what is 
decired is for “peace from the others impinging on Lebanon" to hecome general, so 
‘hat the country may emerge from its crisis. 


Shaykh Amin al-Jumayyil supplements the proposition he and his brother Pierre al- 
Jumayyil present and contradicts it only in a few points of detail. What is impor- 
tant is to create "Lebanese-Lebanese axes first of all.” To this end, he "welcomes, 
without restriction or condition, the convening of a round table in the Republic 
Palace, about which representatives from the National Movement, the AMAL movement, 
and the Islamic Grouping will bs assembled." This flexible position on Amin al- 
Jumayyil's part is that of a politician to whom the "shadow of the rifle™ does not 
obscure some parts of the picture of the scene as it is. Therefore we find that his 
voice is more often listened to, aven if his brother's voice is louder. As regards 
the file on Lebanese=Syrian relations, Amin al-Jumayyil fills out the form of the 
"-sassurance” by insisting on the party's concern to "set forth new bases for cooper- 
ation with Syria which will include economic, social and sometimes even political 
and security cooperation, in a manner that does not conflict with the government's 
notion of freedom and independence” (16 January 1982, in the AL=MUSTAQBAL House 
Symposium in Beirut). 


when Shaykh Bashir al-Jumayyil says that the crisis has reached its "final stege," 
that means that Lebanon has entered the final quarter hour of its sufferinos. There- 
fore, events may follow one another more intensely. Just as the development of the 
war is reflected in the form of the "nation" the Phalange Party wants, one can say 
that the way is open.to more of the propositions that derive their conditions and 
Darties from the actual state of the Lebanese arena, to facilitate the definition 

of the details of Labanon the "nation." 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


OIL POLICY, POLITICAL FACTORS EXAMINED 
Riyadh AL-YAMAMAH in Arabic No 688, 12-18 Feb 82 
[Article by 'Abd al-Karim al-Khalil: "So That We Are Not Drowned in Oil!" 


[Text] Is oil still a weapon? What are the possibilities of using it, and 
do the oil states still maintain its power as a weapon? Can the military 
power be strengthened in the battle? A review of my analysis of oil reality 
and its current possibilities and role in the game of the big powers. 


Within one week, two Arab magazines published two interviews with Shaykh 
Ahmad Zaki al-Yamani, the Saudi minister of oil and mineral resources. They 
dealt with several aspects of the energy and oil issue in the world and the 
policies that Saudi Arabia follows in those fields. 


The magazine chose for the first interview the headline: "We Will Not Use 

the Oil Weapon," while the magazine chose for the second interview, "The 
Political Power of Oil Will Return." There is a disparity between the two 
headlines which might have resulted from a disparity in the questions directed 
at Minister al-Yamani, or which might have been the result of a difference in 
the methods and attitudes of his interviewers, or even a disparity in under- 
standing the subject of energy and its detours. To a degree, this disparity 
was created by some of the readers in understanding the contents, or rather, 
to a degree in believing the kind of incompatibility between the two headlines 
and, consequently, between the content of the two interviews. 


The fact is that the disparity is merely a matter of formality. On the 
contrary, the two headlines have continuity and complement each other. The 
second of the two headlines ("The political power of oil will return!") 
encompasses the first headline ("We will not use the oil weapon"). While the 
first describes a transitory situation, the second goes much farther than 
that, and looks into the future. 


We Will Not Use the Oil Weapon! 


This emphatic statement does not mean that not using the oil weapon is a 
fundamental, unwavering position and that its demands cannot be retreated 
from. Tt is a statement that stems from objective circumstances surrounding 
the energy issue in the world, including developments in the oil situation, 
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which make it impossible now, and even later on, to successfully use the oil 
weapon. Consequently, it forces those who possess this fundamental weapon 

to be aware of these facts and to act accordingly. Their weapon has to be 
used properly. One does not draw a sword at the wrong time, so that it could 
be used against him and so that the blade does not break, when it could--or 
rather, must, be saved until it can be used more effectively and until the 
hand that bears it is stronger, the mind that guides it more capable of 
directing it as he wishes. 


The objective circumstances that make the use of the oil weapon successful 
are impossible now for the following reasons: 


1. The oil stockpiles of the industrial consumer and importing nations, 
against whom the oil weapon could be employed in order to change their 
political positions. The storage tanks of these nations are filled with oil, 
enough to satisfy their consumption for some time to come, generally 
averaging 6 months, but never less than 4. If there is a disparity in the 
stored energy of each specific industrial nation, there is an agreement among 
them, through the International Energy Agency, to divide up the oil supplies, 
in the event that any or all of them are subjected to any embargo or 
disruption in supply. This puts all of them in an intelligent position, in 
terms of oil guarantees during a specific period o” time. It might not 
detract from the value of this by noting various bits of information that 
indicate the gaps which might interfere with applying a system of storage 
distribution. 


This situation makes it much easier for the industrial nations to bear any 
embargo or disruption in oil supplies, and gives them more maneuverability, 
either to breach the wall of the embargo by diverting some of the parties 
away from it, or to take the risk of bearing the cost and burdens of an 
operation to compel all or some of the parties taking part in the embargo 

to back away from it. Note that the basic situation enjoyed by the societies 
of the industrial nations makes them able to regulate their consumption of 
oil, to reduce it, and to bear the negative aspects of such a measure. 

2. In addition to that, the oil embargo, if it were to be applied totally 

by all the Arab states, would be a reason to compensate by increased 
production from non-Arab wells by some who want to increase their production 
at the expense of others. These wells are not only located in Mexico, close 
to the United States, nor in the North Sea close to Northern Europe aad 
Britain, but also in countries like Nigeria for example. All of these 
nations are able, and at the same time willing, whenever they get the 
opportunity, to increase their production. This increases the amount of oil 
stockpiles in the industrial nations and helps them to better withstand the 
long period of embargo (if there is a total embargo). It would also help 
them to reduce the amount of rationing of consumption, which they might resort 
to in meeting the embargo and attempting to thwart it. 


3, Moreover, the matter which would most help the industrial nations is that 
they are going through a period of economic stagnation at the present time, 
which reduces the demand for oil and sources of energy. This is a time when 
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the sovcteties of the industrial nations have better control over the economy 
with regard to oil consumption, whether for domestic purposes or for 
industrial and commercial purposes. 


4, Even if we were to leave aside the increased capability of the industrial 
nations (or some of them) for rapid use of alternative energy sources (such 
as soft coal) and their capability to overcome the pollution that that 
causes, when the matter concerns facing an emergency, even if we were to 
leave that aside, the ability of the industrial nations to respond to an oil 
embargo with other embargoes in many fields is certainly not inconsiderable, 
and might turn the magic on the magician, or the embargo on the embargoer. 
The food embargo that the industrial nations could resort to might not be 
the harshest type of embargo, but the mechanical embargo, which might be 
applied to prevent the exporting of spare parts and lubricating oils, might 
not De the weakest form of embargo either. However, both of these types, 
and others could appear. Others can have the embargo weapon and can use it 
in one form or other. 

>». All of this recalls a time in which everyone knows a partial embargo of 
oil occurred which was without any real value and which had little effect. 
They also know that a total embargo was impossible, because we need to 
produce oil for our local consumption. This means that we require more 
than a relationship with the industrial nations. We need to produce oil, 
in order to produce the associated gas. This operates more than one basic 
organization in each of the oil-producing countries (and in other friendly 
nations), which makes it difficult for us to bear the negative aspects of 
stopping production. 


®. If these are the economic causes and factors that negate the use of the 
oil weapon, how will the Arab situation, despite its being fragmented and in 
disarray, overcome the eastern forces being hindered by more than one side 
battle, the western forces preoccupied with more than one peripheral battle 
and the forces of Africa involved in more than one internal labyrinth. There 
only remains the Gulf states, which cannot carry out any oil embargo alone 
(even if all the appropriate economic reasons, factors and conditions were 
present) unless the embargo has strategic and economic depths in the milieu 
of the brothers who are preoccupied with themselves more than with any other 
thing. 


Thus it becomes clear just what was meant by "we will not use the oil weapon." 


But then, how in this situation can oil regain its political power? 


First, it must be made clear in this regard that restoring oil's political 
power does not necessarily mean that oil will have the power of magic or 
power thet will not retreat nor be subdued, no matter how it is used, but it 
loes mean that {t will regain its major and distinctive role as sources of 
energy in the economies of a world which knows how to differentiate between 

a condition of shortage, or reduced rates of oil consumption, and a condition 
f surplus and increased rates 
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Perhaps this clarification led Shaykh Ahmad Zaki al-Yamani to express this 
situation by saying: OPEC has recovered from the illness of pricing anarchy! 


It is now in a period of convalescence, preparing to regain its power. 
Oil's political power will be regained. 
We are working to shorten the time necessary to regain this power. 


All of this does not mean that oil has no political power now. The other 
person who knows that you will enjoy political power some day is able to deal 
with you on that basis from now on. The important point is for you to 
conduct yourself well and improve your performance. 


Moreover, just as the inability to use the oil weapon is due to economic, 
political and military reasons, peculiar to both groups of oil-importing 
industrial nations, and the exporting nations and their sisters who call 
for its use, the return of oil's political power is subject to economic, 
political and military reasons peculiar to both of those groups, but for 
reasons contrary to the first reasons. 


Therefore, to restore oil's political power, either all or most of the 
following factors must be present. 


The first factor is that the economies of the oil-importing industrial 
nations be in a condition of regaining economic impetus, and the recovery 
should be in need of increasing sources of energy, led by oil, so that any 
partial embargo or reduction in production becomes a danger to their 
economies and disrupts their growth. Getting to this situation is subject, 
first of all, to the United States extracting itself from the economic 
recession, since it is well known that the West is unable, without America, 
to pull out of the slump unless its major partner and dominant monetary, 
economic and military power pulls it out, i.e., the United States. All the 
evidence indicates that the beginning of the United States' recovery from 
the recession will not be--in the best of the estimates--before the second 
half of this year. This means that the return to recovery will not be--in 
the best of conditions--before the middle of 1983. 


The second factor is that the results of current operations to discover oil 
in other parts of the world will not have become apparent or will have 
appeared not to have achieved hopes. Oil discovered in great quantities in 
other areas means opening the door for specific alternatives, thus reducing 
the need for Arab oil. Exploration results will not fully appear before 
the last half of next year or the first part of 1984. 


The third factor is that the Eastern bloc has entered into a stage of reduced 
Soviet ability to export oil to the West and a reduced capability also to 
export oil to the Eastern nations themselves. All of these nations are 
becoming importers of oil, which increases the demand for available oil in 
the world. According to the estimates of experts, including Minister 
al-Yamani, the Eastern bloc may reach this point during 1984-85, that is at 
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a time during which the Soviet Union will have become unable to develop its 
cnergy sources. This period might be longer or shorter (during which the 
Soviets and their allies will be importers of oil) depending on discoveries 
or the progress of East-West relations, since the Soviets will not be able 
to develop their energy resources without technological assistance and loans 
irom the Western nations, which might not be disposed to provide the Soviets 
with this technology and the loans, unless the West's relations with the 
Hast have shifted from opposition and tension to accord or detente. 


The fourth factor is that the West will be unable to develop alternative 
energy sources, or is unable to bear the disadvantages and negative aspects 
of alternative energy (for example, the pollution resulting from soft coal, 
or the dangers of nuclear reactors as a result of nuclear energy). 


if all these four factors are subject to the conditions of the industrial 
powers themselves, i.e., the situations of those statcs against which the 
political power of oil would presumably be used, then the fifth factor, 

which might be the most important, is connected with our situations, since 
presumably we would be using this power. What is meant by us is not only the 
\rab oil-exporting nations, but rather, along with them and probably before 
them and more than them, the other Arab nations whom the use of oil's 
political power must protect, no matter how it is used. 


The experience of the October 1973 war, in which the oil weapon was used, 
does not provide the best evidence for that, since it was impossible to 
pursue its use, due to the gradual withdrawal of military power from its 
role, and because of the change in the war's direction and its changeover 
from an integrated war in which oil played a major and distinctive role to 
a small, partial battle, which ended initially at Camp David and ultimately 
in [srael's cemetary. 


This concept embraces all the factors that are set forth objectively about 
the possibility of increasing the political power of oil, and the extent 

of this power, its timing and ways of being used. If some of these factors 
are subject to international economic, technical (and sometimes political) 
conditions and circumstances, then also some of them are subject to the 
achievement of Arab economic, military and political conditions, in which 
peripheral, side battles no longer have a role. Achieving that is the 
responsibility of the non-oil Arab states, more than the responsibility 

of the oil nations, but we do not say that it is the sole responsibility 

of the non-oil Arab states. 


Without that, the world might be drowning in the sea...or in oil! 
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SYRIA 


PEOPLE'S COUNCIL REVIEWS 1982 BUDGET 
Damascus AL-BA'TH in Arabic 26 Jan 82 pp 1, 11 


[Text] At 1800 yesterday, the People's Council opened the first meeting of 

its first special session under the leadership of Mahmud al-Za'bi, president 

of the council. Also present at the meeting were Prime Minister Dr 
"Abd-al-Ra'uf al-Kasm, Deputy Prime Minister for Services Affairs Walid Hamdun, 
Deputy Prime Minister for Economic Affairs 'Abd-al-Qadir Qaddurah, and the 
various ministers. 


Minister of Finace Dr Hamdi al-Saqqa gave a statement before the council 
concerning the projected budget for 1982. The allocations for the 1982 
projected budget were estimated at 23.345 billion Syrian pounds consisting 

of 16.595 billion in funds for current spending. In comparison, the 1981 
budget provided for 31.19 billion in allocations consisting of 16.513 billion 
for current spending and 14.506 for investment spending. Some 89 percent of 
tne budget increase for 1982 is due to higher investment spending. 


The following items are included in the contents of the 1982 projected budget: 


1. Revenue allocated to fund the current and investment portions of the 
budget compared with the 1981 budget and the dictates set out in the Fifth 
Five-Year Plan. 

2. Funds allocated for the investment projects and current spending compared 
with the 1981 budget and the dictates set out in the Fifth Five-Year Plan. 

3. A statement of the key foundations on which the 1982 budget is based and 
the budget's impact on Syria's economic development. 


It should be pointed out that estimates of current revenues have been raised 
due to the following factors: 


1. The putting into effect of the new income law No 21 of 1981, which calls 
for the following: 

\. Elimination of the procedure of deducting taxes on estimated profits. 

B. Reduction of the base rate for payers of income tax withholding with 
reclassification of these individuals permitted every 2 years rather than 

every 5 years if their activity increases or drops below an average of 35 
percent. 

C. The use of actual profits to deduct taxes with application of a progressive 
scale. 
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2. The elimination of certain tax exemptions formerly enjoyed by some 
companies and organizations in the public sector in order to determine their 
actual tax rates, on the one hand, and allocate their surplus profits after 
deduction of taxes for economic development, on the other hand; in addition, 
all companies and organizations will be subject to a single system of tax 
assessment. 

3. A requirement that the public sector pay verified taxes that are past due 
including both tax levies and financial fees. 

4. The supporting of the financial offices with additional resources to 
increase productivity and raise the level of performance, especially with 
regard to collection. 

5. Monitoring and elimination of tax accumulation during 1982 in the private 
sector. 

6. Investment revenues. 


Financial officials and planning directors in all agencies of the economic 
public sector have completed the process of studying and discussing the 
estimated 1982 budgets and financial plans of those public organizations, 
companies and installations that are economic in nature. This process was 
accomplished using the production plans for 1982 and the actual spending 

for 1981 along with the requirements for capital formation in these agencies. 


We might point out here that the 5-year plan called for investment revenues 
to increase at an average annual growth rate of 12.8 percent from the base 
year of 1980. 


In 1932, investment revenues realized an absolute increase of 540 million 
Syrian pounds over the planned figure. The rate of increase over the plan 
average is 4.79 percent. If we add this increase in investment revenues to 
the increase achieved in current revenues, the total increase becomes around 
3 billion Syrian pounds. This shows clearly the significant and steady 
development of our financial and economic policy. 


If we wished to study the development of each sector's percentage or surplus 
relative to the total available surplus, we would arrive at the following 
results: 


Surplus by Sector as a Percentage 
of Total Economic Surplus 


Sector 1981 (percent) 1982 (percent) 
Financial and Banking a 8.5 
Commercial 3.7 4.5 
Economic Facilities 5.0 6.3 
[Industrial 6.9 10.6 
Oil 69.3 60.9 
Agricultural 1.1 1.1 
Public Works 5.8 8.0 

100.0 100.0 


131 











Allocations in 1982 Projected Budget 
l. Current Spending 


Funds allocated for current spending in 1982 are estimated at 16.75 billion 
pounds versus 16.513 billion in 1981. As a result of the prime minister's 
statement stressing the necessity of achieving a compulsory savings of 10 
percent, actual spending was 16.213 billion, or 300 million less than the 
original allocations. Thus the increase in the 1982 estimates over actual 
spending for 1981 is approximately 537 million Syrian pounds, representing 
a rise of only 3.25 percent. 


It is worth mentioning that the 5-year plan called for an average annual 
rate of growth in current expenditures of 6.4 percent. However, the rate 
of growth inallocations for current expenditures was only 1.43 percent over 
the allocations for 1982 and 3.25 percent relative to actual spending in 
1981, as mentioned above. 


Investment Spending 


Allocations for investment spending amounted to 16.595 billion Syrian pounds 
versus 14.506 billion in 1981. 


investment expenditures include necessary expenses of the administrative 
sector related to repair, the cost of supplies, the acquisition of certain 
tracts of land, the requirements of the technical schools, and the like. 


Funds for support of capital were also allocated. The purpose of these 
allocations was to increase the capitals of public sector companies and 
organizations to enable them to achieve their projected production plans 
for 1982 and consequently attain the surpluses allocated to development. 


[Investment Projects 


Funds allocated for investment projects received the largest share of the 
funds in the 1982 projected budget. The purpose behind this is to achieve 
the goals specified in the 5-year plan authorized by Law No 38 of 1981. 


In the specification of the funds for projects in the public sector investment 
program for 1982, the need to complete the projects already underway-- 
especially those that will be put into operation in 1982---was stressed. 


Also emphasized was the need to expedite completion of the other projects 
already underway and begin studying and implementing new projects within 
the framework of achieving the production and service goals outlined in the 
country's economic and social development plan. 


The goods-producing sectors monopolized 45.2 percent of all allocated funds 
for 1982 as opposed to 43.4 percent of all allocated funds in 1981. The 
associated service sectors received 23.9 percent of all allocated fuerds In 
1982 versus 23.2 percent of all allocations In 1981. The services sector, 
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on the other hand, received 27.7 percent of all allocations in 1982 as 
opposed to 29.7 percent in 1981. 


The Ministry of Local Administration, Governorates, and Municipalities 
received 17.4 percent of all funds allocated in 1982. 


It should also be pointed out that the rate of implementation of investment 
projects was good in 1981, rising to 75.7 percent of the funds allocated in 
1981, not counting the mandatory 10-percent economization, and 84.1 percent 
when this economization is deducted. This contrasts with an average rate 
of implementation of under 65 percent in past years. 


Moreover, some sectors surpassed the aforementioned rates of implementation 
for 198i. Thus, the extraction industry achieved 97 percent, the conversion 
industry achieved 94 percent, and the services sector achieved 85 percent. 


It is clear from the foregoing information that the 1982 budget is based on 
several key principles, the most important of which are as follows: 


l. The realization of better correspondence between the block of domestic 
revenues and both expenditures in the general budget, on the one hand, and 
the gross domestic product, on the other. 

2. Increasing both current domestic revenues and investment domestic 
revenues. 

3. Curbing current spending and providing for an appropriate level of 
investment spending to achieve the production goals and basic service goals 
in the various sectors. 

4. Reestablishing the balance between current spending and investment 
spending. 


The facts point to an increase in revenues as a percentage of the product 
from 27.49 percent in 1981 to 28.73 percent in 1982. The plan calls for an 
increase in this figure from 26.1 percent in 1981, the base year, to 37.9 
percent in 1985. 


Spending as a percentage of the product decreased from 51.29 percent in 1981 
to 46.18 percent in 1982. The plan set these figures at 33.9 percent in 
1980, the base year, and 53.2 percent in 1985. 


[t is hoped that the percentages specified in the five-year plan can be 
achieved by 1985. 


Current spending was curbed to the greatest extent possible. Thus, the 
increase in the funds allocated for current spending from 1981 to 1982 was 
only 1.43 percent, as mentioned earlier. 


With regard to investment spending allocations, the agricultural sector, 
extraction industries sector, and conversion industries sector as well as 

the electricity, gas, and water sector were all allocated the necessary funds 
to strengthen them and increase the material product, thereby increasing their 
contribution to ensuring consumption products as well as their contribution 
to exports and ensuring the foreign sector. 
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\t the citset of the meeting, the decision of the Office of the Council 
falling the People's Council to a special session was read. Also read were 
Lie Lepic lative decrees issuet by the president in accordance with the 

yw sions ol Article L1ll of the constitution as well as the draft lars 
Submitted by the president, which are as follows: 


i. Legislative Decree No 1 of 1982 extending the validity of the provisions 
iP lative Decree No 47 of 1980 for a period of 1 year. 


This takes effect beginning on 1 January 1982 and concerns the submission 

of torms regarding pieces of property that are in the process of being sold, 
mortgayea, or rented. 

2. Legislative Decree No 2 of 1982 calling for the creation of additional 
positions in the Ministry of Health to accomodate the added number of civil 
servants slated for appointment to the ministry. 


— 
. 


Legislative Decree No 3 of 1982 authorizing the Public Debt Fund to pay 
certain expenses in the 1975-1980 budgets. 


+. Legislative Decree No 4 of i982 charging the Ministry of Finance, Public 
Debt rund, to pay expenses arising from the stabilization of prices up to 
the end of 1980. 


rhe dcaic Laws are as follows: 


1. A dratc Jaw extending the validity of the previsions of Law No 45 of 1976 
and its amendments until 24 December 1982. This law specifies the monetary 
contribution in support of the war effort. 

2. A draft law amending Paragraph 12 of the financial regulation appended 

to the constitution of the World Tourism Organization ratified by Legislative 
Vecree wo 3 ot 19/5. 

gs, A dvatc law ratifying the constitution of the United Nations Industrial 
Lopnent Organization (UNIDO) signed on 1 February 1980. 

*. A drarc law ratitying the Legal agreenent between Syria and Turkey. 

» \ .cart Law ratifying the legal agreement concluded between che Syrian 
roverament and tne Greek Govecnment percaining to Legal cooperation in civil 
ind penal matters. 

». A dratt law making the agenctes enumerated in the law subject to the 

laWS conce ning taxes, tees, and general financial levies. 


/. trafr law containing cti.e general budg2t for fiscal year 1982. 
lye e“ecrees and dratt l2ws Were Fory: rded tn the responsible comm). Prec {wr 
fu 








Following this, the council heard the government's financial message 
concerning the projected state budget for 1982. This message was delivered 
by Minister of Finance Dr Hamdi al-Saqqa. 


The session then adjourned until 1800 today (Tuesday) at which time the 
council will begin discussing the government's financial message and the 


draft law concerning the general budget of the state. 


The president of the council called on the committees to meet this morning 
to study the legislative decrees and draft laws submitted to them. 
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SYRIA 


IRRIGATION PROJECTS IN DAR'A REVIEWED 
Damascus AL-BA'TH in Arabic 26 Jan 82 p 2 


[Text] Minister of Public Works and Water Resources Nayif Jarbu' announced 
yesterday that the ministry has contracted with the General Irrigation | 
Works Company to construct a number of irrigation systems at dams completed 
in 1981. This is part of the ministry's plan for the current year. 


In a statement to a SANA representative, the minister explained that the 
projects contracted for and scheduled to be started soon are concentrated 
in the governorate of Dar'a and include the following: 


--The Shaykh Maskin Dam irrigation system in the governorate of Dar'a which 
will provide irrigation for 2,000 hectares of land at a cost of 14 million 
Syrian pounds. 

--The Eastern al-Ghariyah Dam irrigation project which will provide irrigation 
for 300 hectares at a cost of 2.3 million Syrian pounds. 

--Phase two of the Eastern Dar'‘a Dam irrigation system which will irrigate 

300 hectares and will cost 2.7 million Syrian pounds. 


The total land area irrigated by the three projects will be 2,600 hectares 
at a total cost of 19 million Syrian pounds. 


The minister said that work on the implementation phase of these three 
systems is expected to be completed by the end of 1983 so that they can be 
utilized during the summer season of 1984. 


The minister added that the Ministry of Public Works and Water Resources is 
earnestly working to complete studies of two irrigation system projects 
associated with the Tasil and Gharbi Tafas Dams in the governorate of 

Dar'a. He said that contracts for the construction of these systems will be 
concluded soon with the General Irrigation Installations Company. 


In this context, it must be pointed out that the matter of irrigation systems 
associated with surface dams is of prime importance not only with regard to 
dams in Dar'a but with regard to all surface dams in the country. Most of 
these dams lack complete systems and this decreases the dams' productivity 

in terms of irrigation and restricts their role to one of ensuring livestock 
water needs in the summer. 
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The importance of irrigation systems proceeds from the fact that the lifetime 
of surface dams is limited to a definite period because they are heavily 
affected by silt. Therefore, it is essential that these surface dams be 
utilized rapidly during their relatively short lifetimes. 


The installation of concrete systems undoubtedly decreases the volume of 
water loss due to percolation into the soil. However, not only do such 
Systems require financial and technical resources to become a tangible 
reality, but they also require the solution of a host of problems pertaining 
to the form of ownership--particularly regarding the issue of eliminating 
the common ownership of that land which was distributed to the farmers as a 
result of the agricultural reform laws. Moreover, concrete structures also 
require a revitalization process among the production cooperatives. 
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SYRIA 


BRIEFS 


BARLEY TO LIBYA--In Tripoli yesterday, a contract was signed between the 
General Organization for the Trade and Processing of Grains of Syria and the 
secretariat of the General Agriculture Committee of Libya. This contract 
calls for the importation of 200,000 tons of Syrian barley to meet the needs 
of the sister country of Libya. The contract was signed for the Syrian side 
by Nadim Ibrahim, general director of the organization. Munir Barikhan, the 
president of the Syrian Relations Office in Tripoli, was also present. 
Signing for the Libyan side was Bashir Jawdat, secretary of agriculture and 
land reclamation. Mr Jawdat received Mr Barikhan, Mr Ibrahim, and the 
delegation accompanying them and reviewed with them the fraternal relations 
between the two countries in the economic field and the commercial exchange 
carried on between the two countries. In addition, Mr Daw Suwaydani, general 
secretary for political affairs in the People's Office for Libyan Foreign 
Liaison, received Munir Barikhan, president of the Syrian Reiations Office 

in Tripoli, yesterday, This meeting dealt with the emergency meeting of Arab 
foreign ministers which is scheduled to be held in Tunis on the 7th of next 
month and is dedicated to discussion of the Zionist decision to annex the 
occupied Golan Heights. The meeting also dealt with bilateral relations 
between the sister countries of Syria and Libya. [Text] [Damascus AL-BA'TH 
in Arabic 24 Jan 82 p 11] 8591 


HASAKAH PROJECTS APPROVED--The council of the governorate of Hasakah convened 
its meetings yesterday as part of its first regular session for 1982 under 

the leadership of Husayn Hasun, Governor of Hasakah. The council studied 

its agenda and then elected the office of the council and named its 
committees. The council approved a report on the progress of work on the 
governorate's projects during 1981 and approved the plan for the new projects 
proposed in the field of school buildings as part of the Fifth Five-Year Plan 
covering 1981 through 1985. This plan calls for the construction of 2,641 
branches for elementary education at a total cost of 219 million Syrian pounds 
during the years of the 5-year plan. It also calls for the construction of 
396 branches for preparatory and secondary education at a total cost of 49 
million pounds during the years of the 5-year plan. The council approved the 
scheduling of the projects plan of the independent budget of the governorate 
for the years of the Fifth Five-Year Plan, 1981-1985, with a total sum of 72 
million pounds for investments distributed among the various sectors including 
drinking water projects, schools, branch and secondary roads, health, sanitary 
drainage, and sewers. It also approved the independent governorate budget for 
1982, which totaled 21.75 million pounds distributed as follows: 5.33 million 
pounds for drinking water projects; 1.481 million pounds for schools; 12.366 
million pounds for road projects; 1.164 million pounds for local projects; and 
1.1 million pounds for reserve and emergency projects. [Text] [Damascus 
AL-BA'TH in Arabic 27 Jan 82 p 2] 8591 
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TUNISIA 


TUNISIA-FRANCE COOPERATION DOUBTED 
Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English No 12, 22 Mar 82 p 4 


Text - 
Disenchantment in Tunisia with the results of French 


Prune Minister Pierre Mauroy’s visit there last month 
is casting shadows of doubt on what the French Prime 
Minister described as the “exemplary and privileged” 
character of Franco-Tunisian relations, accordigg to rep- 

orts last week from Tunis. Tunisians were hoping for 
some concrete proposals for French participation in the 
North African country’s development efforts and were 
waiting for a green light to begin projects already planned, 
but they had to be content with airy declarations of 
French good intentions. The Tunisian press has question- 
ed with some degree of bitterness the attention given by 
France to secondary considerations such as the promotion 
of French culture through setting up cultural centres and 
a French television service in Tunisia (An-Nahar Arab Rep- 
ort & MEMO, March 1). In this connection the Funisian 
daily Al-Sabah called on Tunisia to “go beyond the stage 
of culture which is monopobsed by the French languave 
so astorcach that of being truly open to diverse cultures. 
and in first place, English culture.” 

Even more damaging to Franco-Tunisian relations 
than French hesitancy on the economic front and over- 
emphasis on France's cultura] mission was the discovery 
by Tunisian Prime Minister Mohamed Mzali that two 
expeits from the French Treasury had tried to persuade 
authorities in Qatar to reduce the capital of a planned 
Tunisian-Qatari-French investment bank. The delegation 
accompanving Mr Mzali on his recent tour of the Gulf 
states learned that the French experts had arrived two 
days before they did in Doha, Qatar to make the case for 
reducing the bank's capital to the Qataris. Ironically, 
it was Mr Mauroy who had revived plans for the joint 
French-Arab vank and extolled 1 as the keystone of 
French-Tumisian cooperation during his visit to Tunis. 














CSO: 


4500/139 


While Mr Mzali was in Doha early this month he 
went ahead with signing an agreement with Qatar to est- 
ablish the joint investment bank with a capital of $140 
million. The door is being left open for the proposed 
French participation of 30 per cent ($48 million), but 
financial circles in Tunis have indicated that “if it’s not 
France, we'll easily find another third partner.” Clearly. 
Tunisia seems disposed to discontinue its traditional 
economic partnership with France if that relationship 
does not fulfill its expectations. A recent visit by the 
Tunisian economy minister to West Gemany and Mr 
Mzali’s tour of the Gulf testify to Tunisian willingness 
to find new partners in development. According to a/ 
Sabah, “the time has come to cease giving all priority to 
our relations with Europe and particularly with France 
because the efforts made in the past two decades have 
made clear the limited scope of cooperation with these 
countries.” 

In keeping with this trend, Tunisia and the UAE are 
to set up a joint investment bank with a capital of TD SO 
million ($100 million) under an agreement signed in Abu 
Dhabi by Mr Mazali during his Gulf tour. It will be known 
as the Emirates-Tunis Bank and will have its head office 
in Tunis with branches in other Arab capitals. The bank's 
capital will be used to finance industrial, agricultural and 
tourist projects in Tunisia, as will the capital of the Tun 
isian-Qatari-French investment bank. Tunisia has simul. 
agreements with Saudi Arabia and Kuwait to establish 
joint investment banks, each with a capital of TD 100 
million ($200 million). 


140 





TUNISIA 


BRIEFS 


TUNISIA JOINS OAPEC--Tunisia was admitted to membership of the Organisation 

of Arab Petroleum Exporting Countries (OAPEC) last week during the third 

Arab Energy Conference in Doha. Tunisia's application to join the organisa- 
tion was black-balled by Libya last December because of a dispute over 
offshore waters, bringing a meeting of OAPEC in Abu Dhabi to an abrupt halt. 

A recent judgment by the International Court of Justice in The Hague in 
Libya's favour has been accepted by Tunisia and last week Libya voiced no 
objection to Tunisian membership. Libya, as a founder member of OAPEC, 

has veto rights in the organisation. [Text] [Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO 
in English No ll, 15 Mar 82 p 4] 
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